A new Window.

The next version of Windows is on the horizon, and it’s called Windows 10. Not sure what
happened to Windows 9 - perhaps Microsoft lost it somewhere???

It should be a free upgrade for Windows 7, Windows 8/8.1 users during the first year. If you don’t
upgrade in the first year, you will then have to pay the cost, which hasn’t been announced but
Windows 8 is currently around £60-£80 depending on version and where you buy it.

Although Microsoft are referring to it as a Licence, there should be no additional subscription fees
attached to Windows 10, whenever you buy it. It is scheduled for release in late 2015, but cynics
might well expect it to be early 2016!!

The general layout and usage will be very similar to Windows 8 and although mostly targeted at
touchscreens, it will be suitable for laptops, desktops etc., as well as tablets, hybrids (tablets you
can dock to a keyboard) and phones.

There are still tweaks to be made, no doubt, but the task bar appears streamlined on Windows 10,
and the Start Menu can be made full screen with a touch/click. Settings has also reverted back to
look like the traditional Control Panel of old.

The Charms Bar (bit that appears on the right when you move your mouse over or swipe from the
right) also has a new look, with users able to swipe from the right to find a notifications panel.
Swiping down will close all apps.

When the keyboard is removed from a device which can be undocked from a keyboard, the user
will be asked whether they want to enter tablet mode, after which apps switch to full screen.

There will also be Windows 10 for Phones.

This will be best for screens that are 8in or below.

Devices with screens below 8in will have to do without the traditional desktop view, however, and
will instead, have the phone version of the operating system.

(Mainstream support for Vista has already ended, and extended support will end on April 11,
2017, with obvious implications for security.)
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This article is for guidance only, and the opinion of the writer. For more in depth information, please contact us.
We offer individual training, at a pace to suit you, a session lasts 2 hours and costs £10. We can cover a
range of subjects — including absolute basics, photo management,; shopping online; emailing, Word
processing, spreadsheets, basic web design, etc. on a range of devices, including Windows
Vista/W7/W8: Macs: Tablets: iPads: smartphones.

We also run a COMPUTER DROP IN session 1.30-3.00 Thursday afternoons, but split into half-hour
segments — st one for general advice, 2™ for Windows8, 3" for Tablets help and 4" for iPad queries.
Call in for a quick word of advice/help/info.

See our web site or contact us for further details.

Or if you can spare two hours a week and have skills on any level with any type of computer that vou

| w—-‘- would like to share with others, please get in touch.




