
Word 2003. 

(Just when you thought it was safe to go back into the water!!!) 

 

I have just discovered that when Microsoft stopped supporting XP, they also stopped supporting Word 

2003, which also leaves it vulnerable to attacks and viruses.  Like XP, Word 2003 won’t stop working, but 

it won’t get patches or security fixes, and Microsoft say it “should not be considered protected”.  So 

what to do?  There are alternatives, and here are some, but (as Eric Morecambe would say) not 

necessarily in the right order! 

 

1. Buy a new Microsoft product – Office 2013 is the newest, and costs around £95, but looks and 

works slightly differently – no drop-down menus, just tabs and ribbons, but does all the same 

things, plus a few extras.  But this won’t run on Vista. 

2. Go with Office 365, which is a downloaded version, which is backed up online and cost £6 per 

month, and so has an ongoing cost.  Also a new look. 

3. Go with a free online package, such as GoogleDrive https://www.google.com/drive/download.  

As you are working online, it’s a different set up.  If you wish you, you will need to manually save 

to your hard drive – click File and Download As and then choose where to save it. 

4. Change to a free or cheaper package – Ability Office costs £30 www.ability.com Apple has 

http://www.apple.com/uk/creativity-apps/mac/  

Free versions are LibreOffice http://www.libreoffice.org/ or OpenOffice 

http://www.openoffice.org (the .org bit at the end of these addresses indicates that they are 

voluntary organisations that work a bit like IT4TT – skill sharing for the greater good!)  LibreOffice 

and OpenOffice look and work almost the same as Word 2003, so not such a steep learning 

curve.  Slightly cut down, so they don’t offer quite the same package, but does the job well 

enough.  You can still open your Word documents with these packages. 

5. Stick with Office 2003, but take precautions.  Unplug your Ethernet cable (the one that 

connects from your PC to your router and phone line or dongle) or turn off WiFi on your laptop 

or device (laptops have a symbol on the keyboard – may need the Fn key pressed at the 

same time).  However, you are still at risk of infection from external drives, as they will remember 

any viruses as well as your documents and files.  On a tablet, Wifi on/off may be in your settings, 

which probably looks like a cog. 

6. You can also run Office 2003 within a “Sandbox” – a safe, walled-off part of the PC, but you’ll 

need to install a free tool called Sandboxie www.sandboxie.com  

 

Make sure your antivirus programme is up to date and active and run a full virus scan on everything 

which ever option you go with. 

 

Be very cautious of opening attachments in an email – the most likely way to get a virus.  

 

 

Submitted by IT for the Terrified : 

The Old Cowshed, Station Road, Cheddar BS27 3AG 

01934 741751        www.itfortheterrified.co.uk 

This article is for guidance only, and the opinion of the writer.  For more in depth information, please 

contact us. 

We offer individual training, at a pace to suit you; a session lasts 2 hours and costs £10. We can 

cover a range of subjects – including absolute basics; photo management; shopping online; 

emailing; Word processing, spreadsheets; basic web design; etc. on a range of devices, 

including Windows XP/Vista/W7/W8: Macs: Tablets: iPads: smartphones. 

We also have a Computer Club on Thursdays1.30-3.30.  Starts with half an hour of group tuition, 

followed by a chance to ask a short individual question and have a chat with other users.  

Ideal if you have a quick question but don’t want to book a full 2-hours.  

See our web site or contact us for further details. 

Or if you can spare two hours and week have skills on any level – especially iPad – that you 

would like to share with others, please get in touch. 
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