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XP to XPire?? 

Do you have an XP computer?  Did you know that Microsoft is going to stop supporting XP in 

April 2014?   

If you continue to use Windows XP after support ends, your computer will still 

work but it might become more vulnerable to security risks and viruses. Also, 

you can expect to find a greater numbers of apps and devices that do not work 

with Windows XP. 

If you already have Microsoft Security Essentials installed, it will continue to work, you will 

continue to receive anti-malware signature updates for a limited time, but this does not mean 

that your PC will be secure because Microsoft will no longer be providing security updates to 

protect your PC. 

So what to do??   There is a range of alternatives.  One option would be to disconnect your XP 

from the internet, which will stop the virus coming in, of course, and then you could perhaps 

get a Tablet computer to use for just Internet and Email use, and keep your XP computer for 

letters, spreadsheets, etc.   Tablets come in a range of sizes and a corresponding range of prices.  

All iPads are Tablets, but not all Tablets are iPads.  iPads work on a different system to 

Windows PCs, and are generally more expensive than Tablets.  What my granny used to call 

“the same only different”!   Or just replace your computer which a new one, which would be 

Windows8, which has a different look to the familiar XP one.  It is unlikely that you would be 

able to install W8 onto an old XP machine, as W8 requires more space, processor speed etc and 

generally speaking, a new machine will be quicker, so work out the best option anyway, but 

you can check online. 

Whichever option you choose, there is a little bit of a learning curve involved, I’m afraid, but 

you can book a session with us to “test drive” these devices to see which suits you best! 

Without wishing to confuse things even more; Windows9 is on the horizon!  Little way off yet, 

but it’s approaching.  Updates for Vista, 7 and 8 will continue. 
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This article is for guidance only, and the opinion of the writer.  For more in depth information, please contact us. 

We offer individual training, at a pace to suit you; a session lasts 2 hours and costs £10. We can cover 

a range of subjects – including absolute basics; photo management; shopping online; emailing; Word 

processing, spreadsheets; basic web design; etc. on a range of devices, including Windows 

XP/Vista/W7/W8: Macs: Tablets: iPads: smartphones 

See our web site or contact us for further details. 

Or if you can spare two hours and week have skills on any level – especially iPad – that you would 

like to share with others, please get in touch. 
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