Hurworth Parish Council

Allotment Committee AGM Minutes

for the Meeting held on 21st November 2013

Those Present:- Committee members

lan Holme, Margaret Williams, Graham Wylie, Geotgavman (Allotment
Assoc. Representative)

Also 21 allotment holders: and Peter Allan - Pafidérk

. Chairman’s Address

lan Holme took the Chair and opened the meetingweleomed all the
attendees, noting it was a very good and heartdnnmmgut.

He intended this meeting to clarify a number of@ng issues, and to
reaffirm the rules of the Allotment Committee, aslivas discuss plans for the
future.

. Apologies for Absence:Norma Kyle, lan Palmer. Tony Sayers was absent.

. Minutes of the meeting held on 1§ September 2013

The Minutes were approved, proposed by Graham \\Watid Seconded by
George Lawman.

. Financial Report

The Clerk circulated details of the allotment exgiare for the last twelve
months, and talked the audience through the costs.

Allotment Expenses 12 months to 31st October 2013

John Edwards Grass cutting for year 38.53

Eden Landscapes Treework at Grange 160.00

North Water Water Strait Lane 17.16




HCA Water at Grange 64.00
Skipbridge Signs Strait Lane 60.00
North Water Water Strait Lane 24.53
Holder Fence materials Grange | 200.00
Nat Allotment Assoc Subscription 55.00
North Water Water Strait Lane 53.16
M&M Services Grass Strait Lane 7.61
AC Metals Skip hire Strait Lane 160.00
839.99
2014 Notes
1. Two skips for Strait
Lane Confirmed 320
2. Toilet for Strait Lane Requested 1750
Allotment Rent 2013 is £15 oer plot.
57 plots at £15 855

New plots

Cost of set up

Cost of legal documents

Communal shed

Keys for main gate etc.

It was noted that Strait Lane would have a skigéva year, in May and in

October.




5. Election of Committee for 2014
The Chair informed the audience that after reséagdie archives, the
committee should comprise 3 representatives otdlcil, three
representatives for Strait Lane Allotments and @peesentative for Hurworth
Grange allotments.
The following people were elected:-
HPC
lan Holme
Norma Kyle
Margaret William
Strait Lane
George Lawman
Graham Wylie
Henry Dora
Hurworth Grange
Tony Sayer
6. Office of Chairperson

It was agreed that the new committee would selest bwn chairperson, or
elect to rotate the chairmanship.

7. Allotment Register and Waiting List
There are 48 allotments at Strait lane and 9 awidiith Grange.

All the allotments are occupied at present, ancetieea Waiting List
of 9 for Strait Lane and 3 for Hurworth Grange.

There will be 4 allotments vacated at the end efydar, and it is
probable that several more will become availabl@anuary.

The rules for allocating vacant allotments, aréodews:-
1. Strictly in order of application date.

2. A person who already has an allotment will not lveig another, until all
applicants without an allotment have been satisfied



. Allotments can be shared, but only the registesedrt is recognised. Hence,
upon vacation of a plot, the person sharing do¢siaee a right to take over
the plot. He/she must wait until it is their tum the Waiting List.

. Sharing arrangements are strictly between thegsactbncerned, but it would
be prudent to advise the Clerk of the arrangemémtsyoid confusion.

After an open discussion, the meeting agreed biestet rules are fair and clear.

. Rent for 2014.

The Chairman informed the meeting that the renR@dr4, will remain at £15
per plot. This is very low in comparison to mogtetallotment sites in the
country.

. Rules and Regulations
a. Modification to HPC Allotment Rules and Regulations

The original rules were transcribed in 1932, andewevised by the council in
December 2011.

A change to the rules would first require the aflent holders to vote with a
two-thirds majority, and then go before the coufailconsideration. At this
point, the council may decide that residents inntéar location should be
consulted, before a decision is taken.

Finally a decision will be taken by the full couln@n an open monthly
meeting.

b. Keeping of hens.

Several allotment holders at strait Lane have iated their interest in keeping
hens on the allotment plot. This is currently cantrto the HPC Rules and
Regulations, and would require a modification te thles, as stated in 1
above.

The council has already received a letter advigwegn that local residents are
against this change, as there is a fear of vermenoachment, and general
deterioration of the environment within the allotmharea.

The meeting discussed this subject for some tinite, warying views. Electric
fences were suggested, but there is no electocditthis site. The Strait Lane
site id located within a housing estate, and iscooducive to poultry or
animal farming.

The Chairman closed the subject with no clear amich or consensus.
However, residents will be consulted if the inittatmoved forward anthis
could only be progressed to the PC once the twddluriteria of allotment holders
has been confirmed /satisfied



c. Sharing of plots
This was addressed by the Clerk during the RegisténVaiting List review.
d. Toilet for Strait Lane

A request has been received by the council fronAtlement Committee.
Quotations of £1250 and £1750 have been tendered.

At the November PC Meeting, the council agreed &ixera contribution to the
cost of a toilet, provided the ‘need’ was substdeti by the allotment holders.
The balance of the cost would have to be met bynidhgidual plot holders,
and the maintenance, cleaning and upkeep wouldéoeesponsibility of the
allotment holders.

George Lawman informed the meeting that disabddgcerns should also be
considered, and that grants are available, providey are channelled through
an Allotment Association, as the parish council ledae unable to attract
these grants.

10. Allotment Association Update

Mr Lawman was invited to address the meeting, aweied the following
points:-

Mr Lawman recapitulated the history of the eventddte, embracing the meeting
held three years ago to launch the concept, anceteeendum that followed. This
only attracted a small vote, and many allotmentiéd did not vote at all.

In the last 12 months more allotment holders hadecated support, and several
have joined the National Allotment Associationhas the HPC.

There was a lengthy discussion with some of theisrbeing highlighted and
some less positive observations. The Chairmarnragété that the council has an
‘open mind’ on this subject, and would charge apgeeporn rent, if the
Association s formed and takes over the full resgmwlities for operating and the
upkeep of the land.

Terry King called for a straw poll, to try to gautdmee level of support for an
Association. A vote was taken and the result inédd 3 in favour, 2 against and
several abstentions.

Mr Lawman suggested a gradual and phased handoweever the Chairman
said that a clean one-off’ handover would be pretérThe Association will need
to be formally established with a Business Plana@bmmittee elected to run
the operations.

Once again, this could only be progressed to thisiP&ouncil, if the two thirds criteria
of allotment holders has been confirmed /satisfied.



11. Future Opportunities

The Clerk shared information about the possiboity1PC providing some new
allotments. These would be with the agreement ioi'f?Hurworth House School
on their lands at the top of the Westfield Driveags Discussions have shown
positive progress and an agreement in principleC ldfe going to get a consultant
to provide a report to establish the requirememtsyide a layout of the
designated area, and provide some cost estimatesgef creation of the facility.

Residents will need to also be consulted, butahdbservations have proved
positive.

12. Allotment Upkeep

Two allotments require work to bring them up toasch, and the Clerk will
approach the plot holders.

There is some confusion about the boundaries oallbgnents at numbers 2,
3 and 4 It was agreed that Graham would look aetlaad erect some
boundary stakes to clearly identify the territory.

Graham outlined the upkeep survey format detaild,the procedure for
dealing with poorly kept plots.

13. Any Other Business

Terry King brought attention to the need to buifdthe access path from
Lychgate.The Clerk agreed to take appropriate action to remdy this.

a. Itis recommended that excess supplies of vegetaieuld be made
available to residents, rather than allowing thenot.

b. Val Hughes recommended that notices should begpontthe
allotment sites giving dates of future meetingsl #rat the Minutes
should be put onto the Parish web site. This waseal

14.The Chairman thanked everybody for attending, dosked the meeting at
8:15pm



