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TECHNICAL BRIEFING NOTESERVICE

BAT LOW IMPACT CLASS LICENCE

paperwork and time delays, thereby greatly reducing costs to developers.  As a general rule, costs could be  
reduced by 50% and turnaround time by two thirds.

The BLICL permits certain ecologists, who are approved by NE to act as RCs, to oversee developments  
determined to have a low impact on certain bat species (common pipistrelle, soprano pipistrelle, brown  
long-eared (pictured above), Daubenton’s, Brandt’s, whiskered and natterer’s) and roost types (Day, Night,  
Feeding and Transitional), but which still need to be licensed in order to meet legal requirements. No more than three  
species or three individual roosts can be licensed on any one site. There are currently approximately 140 RCs in 
England.

The BLICL is not necessarily a ‘quick fix’ for a last minute discovery of a bat in a building.  However where a 
full and robust suite of bat surveys, compliant with current best practice has been undertaken and the site is  
determined to meet the above criteria, the BLICL could apply, leading to the following advantages: 
• One form to complete with no requirement 
 to complete a Reasoned Statement (planning  
 information should still be provided to the 
 RC); 

• No requirement to undertake post- 
 construction monitoring, so no ongoing fees 
 and/or responsibilities at a site; and 

• Where bat boxes are provided as mitigation 
 (i.e. to transfer bats to during a soft strip) 
 these need only be maintained for at least 
 five years (although it would be best 
 practice to maintain them for longer).
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In 2015 Natural England (NE) introduced an alternative form 
of licensing; the Bat Low Impact Class Licence (BLICL). The 
BLICL streamlines the application process for a licence, as a  
registered consultant (RC) takes on much of the assessment 
that NE currently carries out for a full European Protected  
Species (EPS) mitigation licence.  The BLICL application  
consists of a site registration form, prepared by the RC, with an  
expected two to three week period of determination by NE. 

When compared with the substantial amount of  
documentation to be provided by a developer for a 
full EPS licence application, plus a six week period of  
determination by NE, it is clear that the use of the BLICL, in  
appropriate situations, can result in substantially reduced


