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Identified the importance of the 
site in order to enable the  
preparation of a comprehensive 
Statement of Significance (SoS).

Statement of Significance
Masterplanning
Archaeology 
Heritage

PROJECT BACKGROUND
SLR’s Archaeology & Heritage team was 
instructed by the Land Trust to  
undertake an appraisal of the historic 
elements of Fort Burgoyne, a late 19th 
century fort that has been designated a 
Scheduled Monument, is within an eastern 
enclave of the Kent Downs AONB and 
stands east and outside of the Dover Town 
Conservation Area. 

It is the largest Royal Commission initiated 
land fort in Kent and is typical of the 
‘polygonal’ Palmerston design of land forts 
built at this time (1861-1873). The Fort is 
well-preserved despite modifications made 
since the original construction in 1861.  
 
The Fort played an important  
supportive role during World War I and II 

and continued to be used by the military 
until relatively recently. The Fort stands 
on the summit of Edinburgh Hill, along an 
upland ridge that overlooks Dover town 
and harbour, and stands c. 650m north of 
Dover Castle  - one of southern Britain’s 
most popular visitor sites.

OUR ROLE

• The purpose of the appraisal was to 
 identify the importance of the site 
 in order to enable the preparation of a 
 comprehensive Statement of  
 Significance (SoS) which would distil 
 the headline ecological, architectural 
 and cultural heritage significance of 
 the Fort and its surrounding  
 landscape, in particular, the  
 geographic and historic relationship  
 with nearby Dover Castle. 

• The Statement of Significance (SoS) 
 was completed in 2015 and is part of 
 a staged process to establish a long 
 term masterplan strategy for the  
 protection and enhancement of the 
 Fort.  

• The unique approach that SLR has 
 taken is a succinct way of  
 understanding and expressing the  
 cultural heritage value in an effective 
 manner that will inform and guide key 
 restoration, management and  
 development decisions for the Fort.  

It is hoped that the Fort will offer  
commercial and public-funded  
opportunities which will turn this currently 
redundant site into an historically 
important visitor attraction.  

      “the unique  
approach that SLR has 
taken is a succinct way 
of understanding and  
expressing the cultural 
heritage value”
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