CASE STUDY

ROWDEN PARK, CHIPPENHAM
Residential and Mixed Use

CLIENT
Client:

Crest Nicholson and
Redcliffe Homes

Heritage Assessment

Work as part of a multi-discipline
design team to deliver a residential
scheme, including houses,
community facilities, infrastructure
and a variety of public spaces.

Location: Rowden Conservation
Area, Chippenham
Date:

SERVICES

VALUE ADDED

Landscape Design
Landscape and Visual Impact
Assessment
Public Consultations

2011 - Ongoing

PROJECT BACKGROUND
The proposals include the stunning 75ha
Riverside Park, just south of central
Chippenham, located alongside the
River Avon.
The park is located in the Rowden
Conservation Area, designated for its
rich cultural landscape that includes the
Grade II listed Rowden Manor, scheduled
medieval fishponds, a Civil War
battlefield site, an scheduled ancient
woodland (the last remnant of the
Pewsham Royal Hunting Forest) and
numerous World War II concrete
bunkers scattered along the river Avon.

OUR ROLE
SLR was involved in all levels of the
project:
•

Strategic level landscape planning

•

Undertaking a Landscape and
Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA)
to locate and integrate the
proposals into this sensitive
landscape

•

Attending public consultations
and meeting with local and
statutory stakeholders

•

Producing detailed landscape 		
designs for a variety of public 		
spaces

•

Producing a Landscape and Ecology
Management Strategy for the whole
area, in consultation with local
wildlife groups

THE PROJECT
Rowden Park Garden Village proposes
1,000 plus houses to create a 21st Century
Garden Village for Chippenham. The
landscape-led masterplan includes a local
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school, public allotments, community
orchards, a local centre with community
facilities, substantial infrastructure and
play provision in a variety of public spaces.
The clients, Crest Nicholson and Redcliffe
Homes, control around 126 acres of land
to the south of Chippenham adjacent to
the River Avon, and will deliver cycle and
walking routes through the Riverside
Park providing residents’ access to the
city centre, along the Rowden Mile.
Ecological improvements in Riverside
Park include new riparian woodland, the

creation of wet and wild meadow areas
adjacent to the river, with shallow pools
created to support a wide range of
biodiversity, publicly accessible via a timber
boardwalk with a riverside platform.
The drainage strategy includes a number
of large waterbodies with marginal and
aquatic planting, that provide visual
amenity as well as ecological enhancement,
across the site that link into the
surrounding ecological corridors.

“This is an exemplary case
of the current UK residential
market, with SLR working in a
multi-discipline design team”
Julian Cooper
T: +44 (0)117 906 4280
jpcooper@slrconsulting.com

www.slrconsulting.com

