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2.0 OVERVIEW AND SCOPE 

Specifically SLR offers permitting and compliance advice 
in the following areas of work:
• Environmental Permit applications (bespoke and 

standard rule) and variations for:
• installations 
• waste operations
• mining waste operations
• mobile plant 

• Transfer and surrender applications
• Compliance assessment reporting
• Environmental auditing
• Environmental due diligence
• Bespoke environmental management systems
• PFI procurement (private sector support)
• PFI procurement (council support)
• Landfill closure plans
• Improvement and pre operational condition 

responses
• Fugitive emissions, odour and noise management 

plans
• Waste Recovery Plans
• Fire Prevention Plans 
• Expert witness statements and appeal 

documentation
• Regulator liaison 

 
3.0 CLIENTS

SLR’s Environmental Management, Permitting and 
Compliance Team advises a wide range of clients 
ranging from multi-national organisations with an 
extensive network of sites to small and medium size 
companies with localised operational activities.  
 
Examples of SLR’s permitting clients include:
• Viridor Waste Management
• Wolf Minerals (UK) Ltd
• Shanks Waste Management
• Forterra Building Products Limited
• Biffa Waste Services Ltd
• Ashland Specialities UK Ltd
• Brett Group
• Smiths (Bletchington)
• Summerleaze
• Ingrebourne Valley
• Alchemy Metals
• Council of the Isles of Scilly
• SWEEEP Kuusakoski
• Fife Council
• Chambers Waste Management Ltd
• Orion Support Services Ltd
• Eco Sustainable Solutions Ltd
• Ceredigion County Council

SLR is a leading international environmental 
consultancy with an unrivalled reputation for 
providing high quality tailored services. With 
offices in Europe, North America, Australasia, 
and Africa, SLR is one of a very small number 
of truly international specialist environmental 
consultancies.

We provide global consultancy advice and support 
on a wide range of strategic and site-specific 
issues to a diverse and growing base of business, 
regulatory and governmental clients.

SLR’s UK Environmental Management, Permitting 
and Compliance Team provide specialist support 
to clients throughout the UK.

1.0 INTRODUCTION
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4.0 PROJECTS 

Our experienced consultants provide support to 
companies operating a diverse range of facilities. To 
date, the team has successfully delivered on over 500 
permitting projects. Examples of the types of projects 
and facilities are provided below:
• Energy from Waste (EfW) Incineration and  

co-incineration
• Integrated Waste Management Facility 

(household waste recycling centre, material 
recycling facility (MRF), compost, mechanical/
biological treatment (MBT), combined heat and 
power (CHP), autoclave)

• Chemicals production
• Hazardous waste soils remediation
• Inert, non-hazardous and hazardous landfill
• Category A and Non-category A mining waste 

facilities
• Biomass combustion
• Production of paper and board
• Refuse derived fuel and solid recovered fuel (RDF 

and SRF) production
• Waste transfer and treatment (e.g. MBT)
• Composting
• Brick manufacture (heavy clay and refractory 

goods)
• Recovery or use of waste on land
• Advanced thermal treatment (ATT)
• Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE)
• End of life vehicles
• Metal recovery
• Aggregate processing and recycling
• Hydraulically bound material (HBM) manufacture
• Anaerobic digestion (animal and food waste)
• Leachate and effluent treatment
• Ship dismantling
• Permit surrender: leachate treatment plant, 

recovery, inert landfill
• Environmental Management Systems
• Landfill Closure
• Anaerobic Digestion
• Landfill Gas Utilisation and Flaring 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5.0 APPROACH

Fundamental to the success of SLR’s environmental 
permitting and compliance services is the 
multidisciplinary approach that is adopted for all 
permitting projects. This ensures that appropriate 
skills are applied to secure a successful outcome for 
the client. In addition to a strong team of permitting 
specialists, SLR has in-house the full range of specialist 
expertise to support any environmental permit 
application including specialists in the following 
disciplines:
• Process Engineering
• Civil Engineering
• Air Quality (fugitive assessments and point source 

modelling)
• Bio-aerosols and Odour
• Hydrogeology and Hydrology
• Noise and Acoustics
• Geology and Geotechnics
• Contaminated Land
• Ecology
• Health and Safety



environm
ental perm

itting and com
pliance

6.0 TECHNICAL ASSESSMENTS

Using appropriate technical expertise SLR prepare the 
necessary documentation to satisfy all relevant UK 
and EU Legislation, notably the Pollution Prevention 
and Control (Scotland) Regulations 2012, and the 
Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) 
Regulations 2010 which incorporate the requirements 
of key EU Directives such as the Waste Framework 
Directive, Pollution Prevention and Control Directive, 
Waste Incineration Directive, Landfill Directive, Mining 
Waste Directive, Waste Electrical and Electronic 
Equipment Directive, and Industrial Emissions 
Directive. 

Typically an environmental permit application will 
incorporate a number of technical assessments in 

order to demonstrate that the proposed activities 
will not endanger human health or the environment. 
New generic guidance requires an environmental risk 
assessment which considers proposed emissions to 
air, discharges to sewer, surface water or groundwater, 
accidents, odour, noise and vibration, and fugitive 
emissions including dust, litter, pests and other 
pollutants, and visible emissions, such as smoke. 
 
SLR also has the capability to support our clients in:
• Best Available Technique Assessments
• Options Appraisals
• Calculation of Global Warming Impact of 

Emissions to Air
• Air Quality Dispersion Modelling

• Odour, Noise and Dust Management Plans
• Operating Techniques and Management Plans
• Environmental Management Systems
• Hydrogeological Risk Assessments
• Landfill Gas Risk Assessments
• Geotechnical Stability Risk Assessments
• Hydrological Assessments and Surface Water 

Management Plans
• Environmental Monitoring Programmes
• Pollutant Fate and Transport Modelling
• Waste Acceptance Criteria (WAC) and procedures
• Financial Provision and Expenditure Plans  

 
 
 

7.0 REQUIREMENTS AND 
 GUIDANCE

In addition to the overriding legislative framework, the 
environmental permitting regime is subject to a range 
of regulatory guidance issued by the Department 
of Environment Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA), the 
Environment Agency (EA) and Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency (SEPA). SLR ensures that the 
applications are drafted with due regard to the 
relevant guidance, examples of which are provided 
below:
• DEFRA Environmental Permitting Core Guidance
• On-line guidance for:

• Risk assessments for your environmental 
permit

• Control and monitor emissions for your 
environmental permit

• Develop a management system: 
environmental permits

• Legal operator and competence 
requirements: environmental permits

• Waste recovery plans and permits
• Fire prevention plans: environmental 

permits
• Energy efficiency standards for industrial 

plants to get environmental permits.
• Horizontal Guidance H3 Noise, H4 Odour, and H5 

Site Condition Report Guidance, 
• LFD1 Understanding the Landfill Directive
• S5.06 Guidance for the Disposal and Recovery of 

Hazardous and Non Hazardous Waste
• S5.03 Leachate Treatment
• EPR 1.01 Combustion Activities
• EPR 1.02 Gasification, Liquefaction and Refining
• EPR 5.01 Additional Guidance for the Incineration 

of Waste
• EPR5.07 Additional Guidance for Clinical Waste
• EPR 5.02 Additional Guidance for Landfill
• EPR 6.14 Additional Guidance for Mining Waste 

Operations
• Inert Waste Guidance: Standards and Measures for 

the Deposit of Inert Waste on Land
• EU Sector-Specific Best Available Techniques (BAT) 

Reference Documents and BAT Conclusions
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