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TECHNICAL SERVICE

WATER TEAM: ABSTRACTION REGISTRATION 
AND LICENSING

The Abstractions Registration Regulations came into effect 
in July 2018.  All new water abstractions from any coastal 
water, transitional water, inland surface water or from 
groundwater, which are greater than 25m3/day are required 
to be registered with the Environmental Protection Agency 
within one month of commencement.

The General Scheme of the Water Environment 
(Abstractions) Bill 2018 has been published.  The bill will 
require the licensing by the EPA of any abstractions from 
any coastal water, transitional water, inland surface water or 
from groundwater subject to abstraction volume thresholds.  
A licence may be required for any abstraction of between 
250m3/day and 2,000m3/day (on any one day in the year) 
at the discretion of the EPA where there is pressure on the 
waterbody being abstracted from.  Any abstraction above 
2,000m3/day will automatically require a licence from the 
EPA.

SLR ‘s integrated team of professional hydrologists, hydrogeologists, 
water engineers, process engineers, geochemists, hydromorphologists 
and ecologists has been assisting clients for more than 25 years in 
monitoring, sampling, planning and licensing in the water sector.  

SLR provides a one stop shop for expert and independent advice and 
our wide range of professionals in the water sector means that we 
can provide a complete in-house service which reduces planning and 
licencing risk as well as costs for our clients.

SLR works closely with the regulatory and licencing authorities in order 
to ensure that the risk is reduced for our clients when obtaining a 
licence or permit for certain activities.

SLR’s water team provides an extensive range of water related advice 
covering licensing, including:

The Abstractions Bill will be a new stand-alone piece of primary legislation governing 
the abstraction of water in Ireland.  The bill when enacted will require the licencing by 
the Environmental Protection Agency, subject to certain thresholds, abstractions from 
coastal, transitional and inland waters as well as from groundwater.

       “Extensive experience 
water licensing across a 
variety of industry sectors 
allows SLR to deliver the 
best outcome for our 
clients”

ABSTRACTION REGISTRATION HOW SLR CAN HELP

Ensuring water quality and quantity in the environment is a key objective of the regulatory authorities under the requirements of the EU 
Water Framework Directive.  Industry needs to meet the standards for water quality and quantity to ensure that the objectives of the 
waterbodies are met.  

Ensuring compliance with current legislation is a key objective for industry in terms protecting the environment, ensuring the availability of 
water for all users and to ensure social and corporate responsibility.  

SLR’s water team has extensive experience in hydrological and hydrogeological assessment.  The team has assisted clients across a diverse 
range of industries in water licensing and management.  SLR places a very strong emphasis on a close liaison with the permitting authorities 
to deliver the best outcome for our clients.

www.slrconsulting.com

ABSTRACTION LICENSING

• Abstraction Registration;
• Abstraction Licensing;
• Discharge Licensing;
• Compliance / Environmental 

monitoring;

• Process water management 
and treatment;

• Risk Assessments;
• Ecological surveys; and
• IEL and IPC licencing.


