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Lifelong activist and City Bowl 
resident Zackie Achmat said he 
was honoured to be receiving 

recognition from the University of 
Cape Town.

In an interview with the Echo, he 
said the award wasn’t just for him but 
also for his mentors and peers.

UCT awarded an honorary doctor-
ate (LLD honoris causa) to Abdurra-
zak “Zackie” Achmat at a graduation 
ceremony on Friday July 14.

“It is a privilege to get an honour 
like this from UCT but it would be a 
mistake to imagine that it is one only 
for myself. (It is for) people who influ-
enced me, educated me and helped 
guide me. Not only me but a whole 
generation of people. It is really a 
thank you to them.”

He said his first boyfriend, Jack 
Lewis, had been a deep political influ-
ence and,“probably the person I learnt 
most from.” 

Now 55 years old, Mr Achmat said 
one of the reasons he first got involved 
in the student protests in the 1970s 
was teenage rebellion. 

“As a gay kid, I was an outsider,” 
he said.

One day at school, his teacher 
called him to see something on tele-
vision. It was the student protests 
against the apartheid government 
wanting to impose Afrikaans as a 
medium of instruction at schools.

“I saw kids getting killed and then 
in Cape Town in August the same 
thing happened. The rebellion against 
one’s own home language is a very dif-
ficult one. The general strike of 1976 
was the best political lesson for me 
about unity between workers, students 
and communities. It led to me being 
part of a group of students who would 
start burning schools.” 

This act of protest would see Mr 
Achmat go to jail in 1977 for the first 
time at the age of 15. He spent 14 days 
in solitary confinement. 

Later, in 1977, he was arrested 
again under the Terrorism Act. 

“It was a very hard period for me. In 
1978 I was trying to help Rylands High 
School students organise a boycott 
and went to jail again for six months 
in solitary confinement in Pollsmoor 
prison.

 “I then went to work in an advice 
office in Hanover Park. It became the 

centre for organising the 1980s school 
boycott. We had enormous political 
debate, it was like being in a real 
school. It was the space where I was 
recruited to the ANC.

“I became acutely aware of power 
relations and the power of the State 
over people. The most important 
thing I learnt was that action by one- 
self, to throw a few petrol bombs, does 
not effect change. Patient hard work-
ing roots, with the urgency of educat-
ing oneself, comrades and broader 
community education was a lesson 
learnt in a very hard way through 
prison. But it is one that I’m very glad 
I learnt. The physical power of the 
State on people’s bodies and minds 
is something that I think is the most 
important thing to resist. All this time 
I was an independent Marxist and in 
1985 I joined the Marxist Workers 
Tendency of the ANC.

“In 1985 we started the Bellville 
community health project. Apart from 
having a primary health care clinic, 
one of the key questions we started 
raising was about HIV.” 

That led to Mr Achmat joining the 
Progressive Primary Health Care net-
work. “I was diagnosed in early 1990 
with HIV. The doctor tells me, ‘six 
months and you’ll be dead’. I came 
home from Joburg, got into bed and 
saw all the videos I could watch. Six 
months later I’m healthier than I’d 
been before. Then I started rethink-
ing what I was going to do with my 
life.”  

As a result of this Mr Achmat went 
to film school at UWC and in 1994 
joined the Aids Law project. He also 
co-founded (and later directed) the 
National Coalition for Gay and Les-
bian Equality.

He said 1996 was a critical year. 
“It was the watershed where triple 
(ARV) therapy became available. I 
was starting to become sick and got 
depression. People were dying and the 
critical reason for that was the drug 
companies.” 

In 1998, Mr Achmat then went on 
to be one of the co-founders of the 
Treatment Action Campaign (TAC), 
a catalytic civil society organisation.

“TAC didn’t want to start out as 
something that was opposed to gov-
ernment. It was about fighting the 
drug prices and supporting govern-
ment. Come 1999, early in the year, it 
started becoming clear that (former 
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For more information or application forms for 2018, kindly contact:
The Bursary Co-ordinator, The Attorneys Fidelity Fund,
P.O Box 3062, Cape Town, 8000

Visit the Fund’s website at www.fi dfund.co.za or call Mr Shawn Africa 
at 021 424 4608 or email FurtherStudybursary@fi dfund.co.za  

Applications close on 15 August 2017.

The Attorneys Fidelity Fund off ers bursaries to candidate
attorneys and practising attorneys for further study in all 
fi elds of law at South African Universities.

ARE YOU A PRACTISING ATTORNEY OR

CANDIDATE ATTORNEY WISHING TO FURTHER 

YOUR STUDIES IN LAW IN 2018 AND 2019?
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS

PROPOSED SUBDIVISION OF ERF 177476, ST JAMES, CAPE TOWN

Advert No: BAY/01/BD – 2017/07
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Date of advertisement: 20 July 2017

Notice is hereby given of a public participation process in terms of the Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) Regulations 2014, as amended, promulgated in terms of the National 

Environmental Management Act, 1998 (No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA).

Proponent: Luna Trust.

Environmental Assessment Practitioner: SLR Consulting (South Africa) (Pty) Ltd (SLR).

Activity: Luna Trust recently obtained approval from the City of Cape Town to construct a single 

house and access road on Erf 177476, located in St James. Luna Trust is now proposing to subdivide 

Erf 177476 into fi ve separate portions (i.e. four additional portions), for future residential use.

Application for Environmental Authorisation to undertake the following activities:

A Basic Assessment process is required as part of an Application for Environmental Authorisation for 

the proposed project as it triggers Listed Activity 19 of Government Notice (GN) R983, as amended 

(Listing Notice 1) and listed activity 12 of GN R985, as amended (Listing Notice 3), promulgated 

under NEMA.

Opportunity to participate:  

In accordance with the EIA Regulations 2014, as amended, you and/or your organisation are hereby 

invited to register as an Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) for the proposed project. A Background 

Information Document has been compiled and is available from SLR on request. Should you wish to 

register and/or comment on the proposed project, please contact SLR (at the contact details below) 

by no later than 21 August 2017.

SLR Contact Details:

PO Box 10145, Caledon Square, CAPE TOWN, 7905

|Unit 39 Roeland Square, 30 Drury Lane, CAPE TOWN, 8001

Tel: (021) 461 111                                   Fax: (021) 461 1120

E-mail: narnott@slrconsulting.com

http://www. slrconsulting.com

Zackie Achmat honoured
Renowned Cape Town activist  
Zackie Achmat was awarded an  
honorary doctorate by UCT
MATTHEW HIRSCH

■ Activist Zackie Achmat received an honorary doctorate (LLD honoris causa) from UCT. 

president Thabo) Mbeki was 
becoming a denialist. We were 
driven to total despair, anger 
and depression. To this day it is a 
tragedy that people think Mbeki 
was a great leader. We won on 
mother to child transmission 
(treatment) in the Constitutional 
Court.”

In recent years, Mr Achmat, 
has been instrumental in the 
formation of social movements, 
Equal Education, the Social Jus-
tice Coalition, Ndifuna Ukwazi 
and Reclaim The City, focus-
ing on schools, policing, sanita-
tion infrastructure and access to 
urban land.

For Mr Achmat, the strug-
gle for integrated urban land in 
areas such as Salt River is a par-
ticular personal one. He  grew 
up in an industrial working class 
suburb, that was mixed. “For 
most of the time that I lived in 
Salt River we had about 10 or 
12 people living in a single bed-
room flat. At one stage we had 20 
people living in it.” 

He said his neighbours, who 
were bookkeepers, at the time, 
were considered middle class. 
His teachers also lived up the 
road. 

Although he ran away from 
home, he still remembers the 
Salt River community fondly.  He 
also attended school there, first 
at Salt River Muslim Primary, 

Wesley Primary and later at Salt 
River High School. 

“The whole community was 
working class and it was a work-
ing class suburb in which the city 
was owned by us, even though 
the state constantly attempted to 
exclude us. 

“When people are forced out 
onto the Cape Flats, their imagin-
ation of a world disappears. It 
becomes dusty, full of sand and 
people do their best to create 
a community out of that. They 
become labour reservoirs for 
the wealthy. I can tell you what 
happened in every street in Salt 
River.”

Today, he said, there was 
another kind of displacement 
eroding the communities of the 
inner city in Cape Town: gentri-
fication. 

“The sense of community 
that was there is being eroded 
by forced displacement by what 
people call gentrification,

“The struggle of the people 
in Bromwell Street, Albert Road 
and so on are very personal 
things because it is about the 
destruction of a community. 
Don’t get me wrong, I want that 
area densified, I want it beautiful, 
I want it developed. I think it 
ought to incorporate everyone. 
As Jeremy Corbyn says ‘for the 
many’. I think the few have a 
place there but it shouldn’t be 

for the exclusion of the major-
ity.” 

Currently Mr Achmat works 
with an activist organisation 
called Unite Behind which is 
based in Salt River. 

“On the one hand, what 
(President) Jacob Zuma has 
done is negative, but on the 
other hand he has woken people 
up. That awakening has given us 
a chance to radically re-imagine 
what we want and to update the 
Freedom Charter. Saying young 
people are the future is an insult, 
young people are very much our 
present. South Africa is young, 
black, women, non-racial and 
working class.”

In a press statement by UCT 
Professor Hugh Corder, Acting 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor for Insti-
tutional Innovation, said: “Zackie 
Achmat’s life work exemplifies 
UCT’s values which seek the fos-
tering of an institutional culture 
that protects and advances the 
transformative values of the Con-
stitution, and promotes a more 
equitable and just society based 
on respect for human rights and 
human dignity.

“Zackie Achmat’s life has 
been devoted to the struggle 
for the building of a new social 
order based on dignity, equality 
and non-racism. He is indeed a 
worthy recipient of this honour,” 
added Professor Corder.


