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1. INTRODUCTION  
Mphepo Power Limited (Mphepo) proposes to 

develop a wind farm near Katete, Eastern Province, 

Zambia (the “Project Site”). The proposed facility 

would utilise wind turbines to generate electricity that 

will be fed into the National Power Grid. The Zambia 

Electricity Supply Corporation Limited (ZESCO) has an 

objective to provide affordable and stable power to 

the Zambian people. As Zambia’s energy generation 

has historically been dominated by hydropower, the 

Government is looking to diversify and incorporate 

other resources, including wind energy.  

 

Phase 1 (“Unika I”) will include the development of an 

80 – 200 MW wind farm, with Phase 2 (“Unika II”) and 

Phase 3 (“Unika III”) considering a further 150MW 

each. Once all the phases have been completed the 

project will have a capacity of approximately 450 MW. 

 

An example of typical wind turbine is provided in 

Figure 1, and an example of a typical wind farm 

operating in a rural landscape is provided in Figure 2. 

 

SLR Consulting (Africa) (Pty) Ltd (SLR), in collaboration 

with DH Engineering Consultants Ltd, have been 

appointed as the independent Environmental 

Assessment Practitioner to conduct the Environmental 

and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) process for this 

project.  

 

2. PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT 

This Background Information Document (BID) has 

been compiled and distributed to:  

 Inform affected communities and other 

stakeholders about the legislative processes that 

the applicant is required to comply with; 

 provide a high level description of the proposed 

project; 

 describe the ESIA process to be followed; 

 provide an overview of the key issues to be 

investigated; and  

 describe how affected communities and other 

stakeholders can participate in the process. 

 

3. WHAT AUTHORISATION IS REQUIRED? 
 

Compliance with Zambian legislation will be required. 

In this regard, an Environmental Impact Assessment 

(EIA) needs to be compiled, and the EIA process will be 

undertaken according to the Environmental Protection 

and Pollution Control (Environmental Impact 

Assessment) Regulations (SI No.28 of 1997) and the 

Environmental Management Act, 2011, Section 29, 

which requires registration and authorisation by the 

Zambia Environmental Management Agency (ZEMA). 

 

In addition, the project must also be designed and 

implemented in accordance with International Finance 

Corporation (IFC) Performance Standards on 

Environmental and Social Sustainability (2012), which 

includes IFC Performance Standards 1 to 8 and 

relevant World Bank Environment Health and Safety 

(EHS) Guidelines.  

 

As a result of the dual compliance requirements an 

Environmental and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) 

will be undertaken. 

Figure 1: A typical wind turbine. 

 
Figure 2: A typical renewable energy facility operating in a rural 
landscape. 
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4. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The Project Site is located directly north of Katete 
(Eastern Province, Zambia) and approximately 440 km 
east of Lusaka, Zambia (Figure 3). 
 
Based on initial investigations the Project Site has 
potential to generate approximately 450 MW; 
however, Mphepo will adopt a phased approach to the 
development due to the current need from the ZESCO 
and grid connection. Phase 1 (“Unika I”) will include the 
development of an 80 – 200 MW wind farm, with Phase 
2 (“Unika II”) and Phase 3 (“Unika III”) considering a 
further 150MW each. Once all three phases have been 
completed the project will have a capacity of 
approximately 450 MW.  
 
Phase 1 (“Unika I”) has been prioritised for 
development and is the focus of this ESIA. It is also 
proposed to build an on-site substation and 
transmission line. The transmission line will be from the 
on-site substation to the existing Msoro substation 
located approximately 30 km north-west of the Project 
site. The current preferred route for the power 
transmission line runs mainly along the existing road 
leading from the Project site to the Msoro substation 
(Figure 4). 
 
The site is located on traditional land, owned by 
Kalonga Gawa Undi Mkhomo V, the King of the Chewa 
people. Land marks within the Project site include 
Kachingwe Cobalt and the Mtetezi military camp, with 
the town of Katete located directly south west of the 
Project site.   
 
 

6. KEY ISSUES FOR CONSIDERATION 

There are a number of environmental and social 

impacts and benefits associated with the construction, 

operation and decommissioning of a wind farm, and 

the ESIA will assess the likely positive and negative 

impacts of the project. These include some of the 

following: 

 Impacts on birds and bats; 

 Impacts on terrestrial and aquatic ecology; 

 Nuisance dust and noise during construction; 

 Impacts on landscape and land capability; 

 Community and worker health and safety; 

 Change in landscape; 

 Soil and ground water contamination; 

 Change in land use and land ownership;  

 Job creation during construction and operation; 

and 

 Socio-economic development in the surrounding 

communities. 

 

Potential impacts and benefits related to the project 

will be identified in the Scoping Report, which will also 

set out the Term of Reference for the EIA study. These 

impacts and benefits will be assessed in the EIA and 

appropriate mitigation measures will be 

recommended. The mitigation and monitoring 

measures will be included in an Environmental and 

Social Management Plan for the various phases of the 

project.  

 

7. INVITATION TO COMMENT ON THE 

PROPOSED PROJECT 
 

You and/or your organisation are hereby invited to 

register as an Interested and Affected Party and 

provide input with regard the proposed project. 

 

You can become involved as follows: 

 by reading this document and letting us know of any 

initial issues or concerns that you may have; 

 by providing us with contact particulars of any other 

organisations or persons who may be affected by or 

interested in the proposed project; and 

 by registering as an Interested and Affected Party 

(see attached Registration Form). 

 

Should you wish to register or comment, kindly forward 

your details to DH Engineering Consultants Ltd at the 

contact details below. 

 

 
 

 

 

DH Engineering Consultants 
PO Box 37928 

Lusaka, Zambia 
Telephone:  +260 211 229555 

Mobile: +260 977 874162/ +260 955 913315 
Email: dhec.lusaka@gmail.com 
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Figure 3: Location of the Unika Wind Farm
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Figure 4: Unika Wind Farm site boundary and proposed powerline route alternatives



 

 

PROPOSED UNIKA WIND FARM PROJECT, ZAMBIA  
INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTY (I&AP)  

REGISTRATION AND RESPONSE FORM 

Would you or your organisation like to become a registered I&AP and continue to receive information on the proposed project? 

Yes   No  
 

 

Name :  

 

 

Organisation:  

 

 

Postal address:  

 Email address: 

Mobile number:  Fax number:  

 

Do you or your organisation have any issues or concerns regarding the proposed project? 

If yes, please provide details below: Yes  No  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 
 

DH Engineering Consultants 
PO Box 37928 

Lusaka, Zambia 
Telephone:  +260 211 229555  

Mobile: +260 977 874162/ +260 955 913315 
Email: dhec.lusaka@gmail.com 


