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SLR, established for over 20 years, draws upon many years’ 
experience in the International market. From our team of 
over 1,100 hand-selected experts we provide clients with  
commercial, pragmatic and proficient services to support all 
stages of development.

Our clients benefit from the convenience of a whole-team 
one-stop approach with a single SLR senior point of contact; 
alternatively some select experts from our specialist disciplines 
to supplement their existing teams – we can happily provide 
any combination of services to suit the needs of your project 
or work preference. 

DEVELOPING 
RELATIONSHIPS

A FEW OF OUR CLIENTS / PROJECT LOCATIONS

UK / Ireland
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Port of Blyth
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Europe
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International
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MASTERPLANNING
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MASTERPLANNING 
SLR’s masterplanning team use the extensive technical 
disciplines within SLR combined with our land and estates team 
to produce technically sound and deliverable masterplanning 
solutions to what are often complex planning and development 
issues. Our work extends from the complexity of masterplanning 
a city region to the detailed delivery of site specific port 
masterplans, addressing both operational strategies and 
strategic land developments in the form of waterfront, leisure, 
commercial, residential and environmental restoration projects.



“Ports are vital gateways 
to the economy as well 
as providing important 
regional hubs for 
employment.” 
- Richard Ballantyne, Chief 
Executive, British Ports 
Association

Our masterplanning team has extensive knowledge 
and expertise in: 

• Port & Marina logistics support and strategic 
infrastructure; 

• Strategic planning zones and port related uses; 
• Urban and rural regeneration; 
• Statutory planning policy development; 
• Financial viability modelling; 
• Community planning; 
• Masterplanning and urban design; 
• Statutory and non-statutory plan-making; 
• Destination development; 
• Tourism product development; 
• Heritage conservation; 
• Landscape design; and, 
• All forms of renewable energy and sustainable 

transportation.
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SLR has a team of Virtual Reality (VR) specialists capable of 
delivering to their clients bespoke, immersive, interactive 
solutions. We have over 40 years’ combined experience in 
a market which is still considered young and cutting edge.

The world of VR is vast in the services it can offer and we at 
SLR have the capability to deliver: 

• Interactive open world VR experiences; 
•  VR headset integration on devices such as Oculus Rift, 

Samsung Gear and Google Cardboard to name but a few; 
• 360 Animations and stills; 
• Augmented Reality solutions; and,
• App development capabilities.

We use industry standard products, including the latest 
game engines available on the market, to deliver our clients 
stable solutions in a dynamic and engaging way. Whether 
it is public engagement, stakeholder presentations or 
even aiding the design process by integrating with BIM 
packages, the VR team at SLR will always be at hand to 
service your needs.



Planning within a port or harbour can be outwith normal planning 
legislation. SLR has a team of highly qualified and experienced planners 
who can offer a wide range of services to meet these requirements 
including: 

• Liaison with the relevant Local Planning Authority or Government 
department and statutory consultees;

• Facilitation of public consultation events;
• Preparation and submission of screening and scoping reports 

relating to Environmental & Social Impact Assessment process; 
• Preparation, co-ordination and presentation of Environmental 

Statements that conform with the Environmental & Social Impact 
Assessment regulations; 

• Preparation of comprehensive planning statements that assess the 
proposed development against the relevant development plan, 
policy, and material planning considerations; 

• Preparation of design and access statements in consultation with 
others; 

• Preparation, co-ordination and submission of applications for 
planning permission to the relevant consenting authority; 

• Advising and overseeing the discharge of planning conditions; and, 
• Providing expert witness to prepare evidence and appear at public 

enquiries or other hearings.

PLANNING 
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“Put simply, our ports matter. And that’s because you connect our 
country and our companies to new markets and new customers 
overseas. Nobody has more experience, or more expertise, in accessing 
the global economy - seizing its opportunities, maximising its potential.” 
Stephen Hammond, as Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Transport
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HABITATS 
REGULATIONS 
APPRAISAL (HRA)

As SLR can provide all the ESIA services within one  
bundle, we are increasingly finding that developers 
and other planning practices value a one-stop ESIA 
service which can be coordinated and managed by an 
experienced project manager, leaving developers or 
planning consultants to focus on the other aspects of  
the scheme. SLR’s ESIA service ensures seamless 
integration and consideration of inter-related issues 
early in the process. 

We can also manage the community engagement 
and social impact management, especially regarding 
contentious schemes or those in sensitive locations.

SLR’s full service includes graphic panels, advertising 
notification and information leaflets for community 
events.

ENVIRONMENTAL & 
SOCIAL  IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT (ESIA)

The Habitats Regulations set out a consenting 
procedure requiring all competent authorities to carry 
out an appropriate assessment of a plan or project, if 
that plan or project is likely to have a significant effect 
on a Natura 2000 site such as an SPA or SAC.  This is 
known as Habitats Regulations Appraisal (HRA).
 
SLR’s in-house Marine and Terrestrial Ecology teams 
provide bespoke HRA services for our marine sector 
clients including:
• Scoping and screening for HRA;
• Ecological surveys for species and habitats in 

terrestrial, estuarine and marine environments; 
• Reports to inform Appropriate Assessments.

We have assessed a wide range of projects including  
jetty extensions, dredging operations and major port 
works. 



SLR has expertise in securing Marine Licenses (for 
works undertaken below the mean high water 
level) and other environmental and operating 
permits required for port and marina operations 
(e.g. PPC, COMAH, Hazardous Substances) 
and liaising with the necessary authorities, 
land owners, regulatory agencies and other 
stakeholders.  Our permitting expertise covers a 
range of port activities including:

• Port infrastructure expansion;
• Dredging operations;
• Storage / handling / export of waste-derived 

fuels;
• Oil & gas infrastructure decommissioning 

works;
• Dry cargo / dust management;  
• Radioactive substances handling;
• Water abstraction; and,
• Coastline reclamation. 

“Infrastructure investment 
and hinterland port 
connectivity will be options 
for the Government post-
Brexit and the UK ports 
industry is well placed to 
provide the vital international 
gateways for goods, 
passengers and economic 
growth.” 
Richard Ballantyne, Chief 
Executive British Ports 
Association
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PERMITTING



Our process engineering team has the necessary 
skills and in-house expertise to complete process 
hazard identification (HAZID) assessments for 
existing and proposed port developments 
and operations and if required, and facility 
COMAH assessments (to meet COMAH 2015 
requirements). Our team also undertake Fire & 
Explosion modelling to determine the risks and 
mitigation options associated with fuel / LNG 
storage and handling, Oil & Gas Terminal safety 
assessments and risk assessments for hazardous 
substances handling and ship-to-shore transfer.  

PROCESS SAFETY
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“Parties that don’t innovate will ultimately be left by the 
wayside.” Paul Smits, Director of Finance and Information 
Management (CFO), Port of Rotterdam Authority

SLR provides specialist support to Ports & Marinas in the 
following operational areas: 

• Harbour dredging assessments (capital and routine);
• Environmental audits / monitoring;
• Waste Management / Resource Efficiency;
• Bilge / oily water management;
• Oil spill waste management;
• Harbour remediation and clean-up; and
• Staff training.

OPERATIONAL
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ENERGY
Energy management is a major consideration for port 
operators and increasingly onsite renewables are becoming 
a primary consideration for development or retrofitting. We 
have an enviable reputation for delivering expert knowledge 
and support at the development and implementation stages; 
our expertise covers an extensive range of renewable and 
low carbon energy technologies and infrastructure, including 
biomass, biogas/AD, CHP, cogeneration & trigeneration, solar, 
small-wind and geothermal.   
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Ports are often historic sites with many heritage assets, 
making it essential that an assessment is undertaken to 
identify sensitivity and constraints. Addressing heritage 
constraints at an early stage in project planning is an 
essential step in avoiding costly delays and redesigns 
later in the lifetime of a project. Detailed studies and 
site investigation of the historic environment are often 
necessary as part of ESIA or Conservation Management 
Plans, whilst risk management from unexpected 
discoveries is crucial for successful projects. SLR offers 
an integrated and comprehensive service with award-
winning experts. 

SLR is a Registered Organisation with the Chartered 
Institute for Archaeologists, an externally audited quality 
mark which ensures we follow best practice in compliance 
with the standards and guidance of the Institute.

2015 Commercial Publication Award
Industrial Archaeology Association

2012 British Archaeological Awards
Must Farm winning team for Best Archaeological Project & 
Best Archaeological Discovery

ARCHAEOLOGY & CULTURAL HERITAGE

SUSTAINABILITY
SLR provides a wide range of sustainability services from preplanning 
through to post-construction stages of the project.

In addition to carrying out sustainability assessments like Code for 
Sustainable Homes, our team can provide strategic environmental 
assessment and advisory services at a very early stage in the 
masterplanning process in line with local planning guidance or your 
corporate targets.

Services include: contaminated land assessment; energy and carbon 
management; renewable energy source feasibility studies; ecological 
assessment and enhancement; flood risk and water management 
assessments; acoustics; waste management plans (both constructional 
and occupational), and transport plans.
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ECOLOGY
SLR’s Marine, Estuarine and Terrestrial Ecology 
teams work closely with our other technical 
staff to provide practical and innovative 
solutions to ecological issues to resolve 
potential constraints and to seek positive 
outcomes. Where necessary we employ 
specialist survey and monitoring techniques 
and draw upon our team’s extensive marine 
and estuarine experience from as wide range 
of projects globally.   Our bespoke services for 
our marine sector clients include:  

• Environmental constraints mapping;
• Terrestrial, boat based and aerial surveys 

for birds, protected species and marine 
mammals;

• Environmental & Social Impact 
Assessment;

• Habitats Regulations Appraisals;
• Water Framework Directive assessments;
• Habitat management and restoration 

plans, mitigation strategies and 
biodiversity action plan.

RESOURCE EFFICIENCY
SLR can assist in all stages of scheme development. At design stage, from meeting local planning authorities’ technical
standards on housing, complying with Zero Carbon Homes 2016 and the EU’s new Nearly Zero Energy Buildings (NZEB)
initiatives; to designing developments that are resource efficient with regard to the use of energy, water and materials.

At construction stage, SLR’s team can develop and support minimisation of waste through implementation of Site Waste
Management Plans (albeit these are not a legal requirement in England) and pre-certification audits during and after
construction to comply with all standards.

Even at an organisational level, SLR can undertake ESOS assessments for developers, contractors and housebuilders,
including audits to improve energy, water and waste management arrangements to ensure best practice within
their own buildings and operations.

“Developers benefit from the integrated approach giving greater 
efficiency between technical services and ensuring all policy 
requirements are met, thereby increasing flexibility in imposed 
planning conditions.”



ESTATES / INFRASTRUCTURE
SLR’s 50-strong team is one of the most experienced in providing support for management of estates and 
infrastructure. Our experts provide support in the following areas:  

• Transactional Due Diligence;
• Specialist Property Valuation;
• Business Rates Assessment;
• Architecture and Building Design;
• Civil & Structural Engineering;    
• Contracts & Procurement;
• Building Sustainability; and,
• Project Management, EPCM & Owner’s Engineer.

“There will be a continuing need for ports to plan and 
finance major infrastructure investment at the key nodes 
of Europe’s transport networks.” 
Eamonn O’Reilly, Chairman, European Sea Ports Organisation 
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LAND QUALITY &
REMEDIATION
SLR excels in land quality and remediation from the outset. 
Our teams of land quality, remediation and geotechnics 
specialists are always on hand for a quick opinion or detailed 
analysis. Due to our heritage, we have particular expertise  
in the evaluation and re-use of minerals sites, landfills, 
defence and petroleum facilities for mixed-use and  
residential development. 

SLR is not a remediation contractor, and whilst we 
frequently work as engineers on remedial projects, 
our expertise is focussed on risk-based evaluation of 
contaminant impact in order to offer novel cost-saving  
approaches to re-use of brownfield sites. We are routinely 
engaged to undertake risk assessments, geochemistry 
and geotechnical assessments, and to develop materials 
management plans for the re-use of excavated materials 
via the CL:AIRE Code of Practice - diverting excavated and 
surplus materials from brownfield sites for beneficial re-use 
in other development schemes.

“SLR, experts 
in the re-use 
of minerals 
sites, landfills, 
defence and 
petroleum 
facilities.”
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ACOUSTICS, NOISE 
AND VIBRATION
SLR’s dynamic acoustics team offers clear, straight-
forward advice providing the house-building 
sector with a high quality and professional service 
from inception, through design and construction, 
to completion.

SLR believes that to provide a successful service 
to our clients, we have to understand the nature 
of their business and what is required to make it 
profitable and successful. We maintain a ‘client-
focussed’ approach demonstrating a knowledge 
and skill base that adds value to their projects. 
SLR brings to every project the ability to identify 
the right solutions, noting that all construction 
projects undertaken today operate under tight 
financial conditions. We guarantee confident 
application of our knowledge and skills, integrity, 
and an unshakable determination to satisfy all 
requirements. An example of our contribution 
to other residential projects is the review of the 
separating floor and wall systems and the ability 
to value-engineer where possible to make financial 
and space savings.
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“SLR’s acousticians give additional guidance 
knowing their great service will be rewarded with 
our loyalty. We have achieved our goals even in the 
most complex situations; their advice is invaluable.” 



AIR QUALITY, DUST & ODOUR
All residential developments have the potential 
to impact on levels of air pollution. Pre-existing 
poor air quality also has the potential to constrain 
development. 

SLR’s air quality team can help measure these 
effects, by providing a full modelling and 
monitoring capability. Whether you need to 
monitor existing baseline air quality, dust or odour 
constraints; model air quality impacts from road 
traffic exhaust emissions or on-site combustion 
sources such as energy centres; model to assess 
any ‘encroachment upon source’ impacts from 
odour, dust or air quality to input into scheme 
designs; assess dust from construction and 
demolition; or monitor indoor air quality for 
consideration of existing amenity and/or health 
effects, SLR’s air quality team is here to help.

16Ports & Marinas: Specialist Advisory & Environmental 
Services 

“SLR offers a cost-effective, 
broad range of services, to fully 
assess air quality impacts and 
constraints to satisfy planning 
and legislative requirements.”
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EXPERT WITNESS
SLR has a number of directors and senior 
consultants across all technical disciplines who 
are regularly sought after due to their expert 
witness success. Whether Green Belt or AONB 
or in relation to density or massing, ecological  
impact or transport, SLR can assure clients of 
experts who will give prudent and commercial 
advice at every stage before and during the 
inquiry process.

“I have won all of 
my recent appeals – 
mainly because I give 
the client the right 
up-front advice. I pre-
assess a site on the 
likelihood of winning if 
it were to go to appeal. 
If I know there is 
absolutely no chance 
of success, I advise 
my client accordingly. 
This is called sound, 
commercial advice.”



CONTACTS

Diarmid Jamieson
djamieson@slrconsulting.com
tel: 0131 335 6830

Alban Forster
aforster@slrconsulting.com
tel: 01179 064 280

SECTOR LEAD 

Paul McTernan
pmcternan@slrconsulting.com
tel: 02890 732 493

Can we help?
If you have a requirement not covered in this document, you may wish to use the search function on 
www.slrconsultingcom, or consult your SLR contact or our nearest office (see locations on the website) 
and we would be delighted to assist.

www.slrconsulting.com
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