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general 
information

Polimoda is recognized worldwide for its high-quality fashion education. Listed in global fashion 
school rankings as the top fashion school in Italy and the top 5 in the world, Polimoda prides 
itself on its professional training by means of highly specialized working and research method-
ologies. With an annual student count of over 2000 students, of which 70% are international 
students, Polimoda is not only an educational institute but a creative campus: a hotbed for vi-
sionaries and opinion leaders from the worlds of fashion, culture and education. 

With its headquarters in Florence, the beating heart of the “Made in Italy” brand, Polimoda is a 
center where the very DNA of Italian excellence entwines with an international vision. Founded 
in 1986 as part of an initiative conceived and financed by the Cities of Florence and Prato and 
fashion-sector trade associations, Polimoda boasts 30 years of experience in education special-
ized in the fashion and luxury sectors. The governance features President Ferruccio Ferragamo, 
Director Danilo Venturi, and Advisor of Vision and Strategy Linda Loppa.

Polimoda offers a wide range of educational programs in the fashion design and fashion busi-
ness departments. The 4-year Undergraduate programs, 2-year Associate programs, 9-month 
Master programs, 1-month Seasonal courses and E-learning courses are taught in English and 
provide high-level training for major professional roles requested by the sector, from managerial 
and strategic to creative development. Moreover, Polimoda guarantees the most up-to-date cur-
riculums that stay astride with the professional world by continually building a strong network 
via ongoing interaction with fashion companies, attracting a faculty composed of professionals 
from the industry and providing flexible, high-quality training that responds to the fast-mov-
ing needs of fashion. It is, therefore, no coincidence that Polimoda graduates find employment 
within 6 months of completing their studies, and that an increasing number of former students 
are among the emerging talents in fashion or hold prestigious positions in major international 

brands. The 92% placement rate and notable alumni such as Edgardo Osorio (Aquazzura), Fran-
cesco Risso (Marni), Lucie and Luke Meier (Jil Sander) and Fabrizio Fabbro (The Row) confirm 
the success of the Polimoda method, an approach based on fostering extensive industry links 
and a work-oriented pedagogy.

In recent years, Polimoda has established prestigious partnerships with industry leaders such 
as LVMH, Richemont, Gucci, Valentino, Salvatore Ferragamo, Missoni, Vogue Italia and WGSN. 
Educational programs are supported by collateral events, meetings, collaborations and appoint-
ments with key international figures including Marina Abramović, Alber Elbaz, Marco Bizzarri, 
Renzo Rosso, Suzy Menkes and Laudomia Pucci.

Polimoda dedicates a rich calendar of initiatives and events to spotlight the work of its best 
students, which includes the Polimoda Fashion Show, an annual showcase of our young fashion 
designers’ graduate collections, and Business Links, a one-on-one format that facilitates con-
nections between graduating students and companies. 

The school has three prestigious locations in Florence. The historic Villa Favard in the heart of 
the city serves as Polimoda’s headquarters and hosts guests, managers and creative talents 
within its prestigious walls and strategic position. This campus also features one of the biggest 
fashion libraries in Europe. There are also the modern laboratories of the Polimoda Design Lab 
and the third and recently inaugurated 6000 sq.m. location at the Manifattura Tabacchi com-
plex — in one of Florence’s most striking industrial monuments and part of a major urban rede-
velopment project dedicated to an entire Florentine district— serve as creative hubs, housing 
workrooms for design, sewing, knitting, fashion technology as well as footwear & accessories 
and art direction courses.
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UNDERGRADUATE
Wide & Deep: Undergraduate programs across  
the areas of Fashion Design, Fashion Business,  
Art Direction and Fashion Merchandising

The beating heart of Polimoda’s educational program is our undergraduate courses. These complete, 
highly structured 4-year courses are for those who have completed high school and want to gain expert 
and detailed training in the various fields of fashion. Building on gained knowledge each year, Polimoda 
also offers 3-month internships towards the end of these courses to further develop students’ skills in a 
professional setting and introduce them into the working world.

FASHION ART DIRECTION
Research, curation and publication

FASHION BUSINESS
Vision, marketing and communication

FASHION DESIGN
Authorship, creation and show

FASHION MERCHANDISING
Production, management and distribution

click on the course for details

https://www.polimoda.com/courses/undergraduate/fashion-art-direction
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/undergraduate/fashion-art-direction
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/undergraduate/fashion-business
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/undergraduate/fashion-business
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/undergraduate/fashion-design
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/undergraduate/fashion-design
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/undergraduate/fashion-merchandising
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/undergraduate/fashion-merchandising
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ASSOCIATE
Fast & Concentrated: Associate programs accelerate your 
education, giving you direct access to the fashion industry

Associate programs allow participants to fast-track learning, instantaneously building skills and knowl-
edge on specific fashion world topics. Under the patronage of Camera Nazionale della Moda Italiana, these 
2-year programs are condensed, practical, highly vocational and ideal for high school graduates looking 
to obtain almost immediate access to the industry. Polimoda also offers 3-month internships towards the 
end of each program to further develop the skills required in a professional context, providing participants 
with real-world experience.

ATELIER DESIGN
The hands-on methodology
Under the Patronage of Camera Nazionale della Moda Italiana

BAG DESIGN
Fashion unfolded
Under the Patronage of Camera Nazionale della Moda Italiana

DESIGN MANAGEMENT
Give shape to your business
Under the Patronage of Camera Nazionale della Moda Italiana

DIGITAL MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS
Online strategy and creative thinking
Under the Patronage of Camera Nazionale della Moda Italiana

FASHION STYLING
Icons of today
Under the Patronage of Camera Nazionale della Moda Italiana

SHOE DESIGN
Shoe must go on
Under the Patronage of Camera Nazionale della Moda Italiana

click on the course for details

https://www.polimoda.com/courses/associate/atelier-design
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/associate/atelier-design
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/associate/atelier-design
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/associate/bag-design
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/associate/bag-design
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/associate/bag-design
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/associate/design-management
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/associate/design-management
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/associate/design-management
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/associate/digital-marketing-communications
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/associate/digital-marketing-communications
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/associate/digital-marketing-communications
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/associate/fashion-styling
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/associate/fashion-styling
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/associate/fashion-styling
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/associate/shoe-design
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/associate/shoe-design
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/associate/shoe-design
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MASTER
Postgraduate programs across the areas of Fashion Design, 
Fashion Business, Art Direction and Fashion Merchandising

Attended by students from around the world, Polimoda’s Master programs are specialised paths aimed 
to prepare young professionals for the key roles in companies in the fashion and luxury industries today. 
These courses are constantly evolving, and curriculums are updated every year to cater to market needs 
and feedback from the businesses in Polimoda’s collaborative network. This makes for the best possible 
training in order to enter the working world.

BAG DESIGN
Creativity cannot be contained
In partnership with Valentino

COLLECTION DESIGN
We are fashion makers

CREATIVE DIRECTION
Sportswear is dead… bad joke
Mentorship by Torsten Hochstetter

FASHION ART DIRECTION
Well printed in mind
In partnership with Vogue Italia

FASHION BRAND MANAGEMENT
A deep identity representation
Mentorship by Danilo Venturi

FASHION CRITIQUE
On contemporary fashion landscape
Mentorship by Amber Butchart

https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/bag-design
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/bag-design
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/bag-design
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/collection-design
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/collection-design
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/creative-direction
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/creative-direction
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/creative-direction
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/fashion-art-direction
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/fashion-art-direction
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/fashion-art-direction
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/fashion-brand-management
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/fashion-brand-management
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/fashion-brand-management
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/fashion-critique
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/fashion-critique
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/fashion-critique
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FASHION DESIGN
Follow your dreams
Mentorship by Elisa Palomino

FASHION MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS
Make your plans
In partnership with F*hits / Mentorship by Alice Ferraz

FASHION MERCHANDISING & BUYING
The unbearable lightness of winning
Mentorship by Bruce Pask

FASHION RETAIL MANAGEMENT
The master of temptation
In partnership with Gucci

FASHION STYLING
Say it with the image
Mentorship by Serge Girardi

FASHION TREND FORECASTING
The future is now, the future is you
Mentorship by Philip Fimmano

INTERNATIONAL FASHION BUSINESS
Data-driven decision making
In partnership with WGSN

KNITWEAR DESIGN
The color of fashion
In partnership with Missoni

LUXURY BUSINESS
The state of the art executive
In partnership with Richemont

PRODUCT MANAGEMENT
Back to life foundation

SHOE DESIGN
Step up your game
In partnership with Salvatore Ferragamo

SUSTAINABLE FASHION
Conscious business lifestyle
Mentorship by Lola Young

click on the course for details

https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/fashion-design
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/fashion-design
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/fashion-design
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/fashion-marketing-communications
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/fashion-marketing-communications
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/fashion-marketing-communications
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/fashion-merchandising-buying
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/fashion-merchandising-buying
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/fashion-merchandising-buying
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/fashion-retail-management
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/fashion-retail-management
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/fashion-retail-management
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/fashion-styling
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/fashion-styling
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/fashion-styling
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/fashion-trend-forecasting
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/fashion-trend-forecasting
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/fashion-trend-forecasting
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/international-fashion-business
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/international-fashion-business
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/international-fashion-business
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/knitwear-design
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/knitwear-design
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/knitwear-design
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/luxury-business
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/luxury-business
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/luxury-business
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/product-management
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/product-management
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/shoe-design
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/shoe-design
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/shoe-design
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/sustainable-fashion
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/sustainable-fashion
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/master/sustainable-fashion
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SEASONAL
Whether it’s to learn basic training or gain an introduction into a specialised area of the fashion industry, 
there are many reasons to enrol in a Seasonal course at Polimoda. It could also be the first step in your 
understanding of Polimoda’s culture, to help you find the right course to continue on with afterwards, or 
simply a way to spend an educational holiday in the beautiful city of Florence. Seasonal courses are open 
to anyone interested in expanding their knowledge of fashion in one of the most important spaces in the 
industry.

FASHION PHOTOGRAPHY
Mentorship by Sven Marquardt

FASHION STORE CONCEPT
In partnership with Fashion Institute of Technology

FASHION STORE CONCEPT  
& BUYING

FASHION TREND FORECASTING 
& STYLING

LINGERIE DESIGN

LUXURY DESIGN 
MANAGEMENT
In partnership with Parsons Paris - The New School

PERSONAL BRANDING
Mentorship by Keanan Duffty

SUSTAINABLE FASHION
Mentorship by Kutay Saritosun

ARTISANAL SHOES

BAG DESIGN

BESPOKE FASHION

DIGITAL FASHION
Mentorship by Ashley McDonnell

FASHION BRAND 
MANAGEMENT

FASHION DESIGN

FASHION FRAGRANCES

FASHION FUTURE
In partnership with AMD Akademie Mode & Design

FASHION JEWELRY
Mentorship by Maria Sole Ferragamo

FASHION MARKETING & 
MERCHANDISING click on the course for details

https://www.polimoda.com/courses/seasonal/fashion-photography
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/seasonal/fashion-photography
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/seasonal/fashion-store-concept
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/seasonal/fashion-store-concept
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/seasonal/fashion-store-concept-buying
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/seasonal/fashion-store-concept-buying
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/seasonal/fashion-trend-forecasting-styling-seasonal
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/seasonal/fashion-trend-forecasting-styling-seasonal
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/seasonal/lingerie-design
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/seasonal/luxury-design-management
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/seasonal/luxury-design-management
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/seasonal/luxury-design-management
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/seasonal/personal-branding
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/seasonal/personal-branding
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/seasonal/sustainable-fashion
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/seasonal/sustainable-fashion
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/seasonal/artisanal-shoes
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/seasonal/bag-design
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/seasonal/bespoke-fashion
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/seasonal/digital-fashion
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/seasonal/digital-fashion
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/seasonal/fashion-brand-management
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/seasonal/fashion-brand-management
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/seasonal/fashion-design
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/seasonal/fashion-fragrances
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/seasonal/fashion-future
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/seasonal/fashion-future
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/seasonal/fashion-jewelry
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/seasonal/fashion-jewelry
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/seasonal/fashion-marketing-merchandising
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/seasonal/fashion-marketing-merchandising
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E-LEARNING
Convenient & Straight to the point: E-learning courses offer students the possibility to learn from home
E-learning courses blend digital interaction, new online learning materials and traditional classroom meth-
ods to build forward-thinking players with a resilient playbook of skills and an enlightened Curriculum 
Vitae and Portfolio.  

COLLECTION MERCHANDISING
28-hour course

DIGITAL STYLING
28-hour course

FASHION BRAND MANAGEMENT
80-hour course

FASHION DESIGN
80-hour course

FASHION MERCHANDISING & BUYING
80-hour course

INTERNATIONAL FASHION BUSINESS
28-hour course

PERSONAL BRANDING
28-hour course

SUSTAINABLE FASHION
80-hour course

click on the course for details

https://www.polimoda.com/courses/e-learning/collection-merchandising
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/e-learning/collection-merchandising
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/e-learning/digital-styling
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/e-learning/digital-styling
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/e-learning/fashion-brand-management
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/e-learning/fashion-brand-management
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/e-learning/fashion-design
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/e-learning/fashion-design
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/e-learning/fashion-merchandising-buying
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/e-learning/fashion-merchandising-buying
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/e-learning/international-fashion-business
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/e-learning/international-fashion-business
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/e-learning/personal-branding
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/e-learning/personal-branding
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/e-learning/sustainable-fashion
https://www.polimoda.com/courses/e-learning/sustainable-fashion
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CONTACTS
Get in touch with Polimoda

INFORMATION AND 
ORIENTATION OFFICE
Via Curtatone 1, Florence
Weekdays: 9:00am to 5:00pm
Ph. +39 055 2750628

Email: orientation@polimoda.com

Our staff is dedicated 
to giving all the 
information possible 
on courses and how 
to apply. Please don’t 
hesitate to book an 
appointment to visit 
Polimoda, and learn 
more about our courses 
and the possible job 
opportunities this 
might create for you in 
the fashion industry.

mailto:orientation@polimoda.com
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