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Escape room
Tämä escape room -tehtävä sopii parhaiten opintojakson 
loppupuolelle. Tehtävässä kerrataan erityisesti tieteisiin, 
liikenteeseen ja sodankäyntiin liittyvää sanastoa sekä kie-
liopista paljoussanoja sekä infinitiiviä ja ing-muotoa.

 Teema:  Tiede

 Tavoitteet:  Ryhmäyttäminen, 
kertaus

Background story:
You are on an Erasmus trip in Italy. On the first day of the 
trip you are visiting the University of Padua, where Galileo 
Galilei, the father of the scientific method, was appointed 
as the first chair of mathematics and physics and taught 
for 18 years. You have gathered in the auditorium to watch 
a video presentation when suddenly the presentation is 
interrupted by a video stream from one of the laboratories 
at the university. A crazy looking scientist yells:

I want to be the next Galileo Galilei! I have his original 
scripts and formulae! I will hide them from the rest of the 
world, and nobody will  see them ever again! 

You look at each other in surprise, as the camera the 
scientist is using for the stream shows him putting 
something in a metal box. Then the stream is cut off.

The student hosting you says that they recognised the 
room where the stream was coming from. It was one of 
the laboratories in the basement.

Task 1
You follow the student and find the laboratory. There is a 
digital lock, and the door won’t open. But what is the code 
to open the door?

One of you finds a piece of paper from behind the lock. 
On the paper, there are four sentences with four options, 
each labeled 1–4. You have to crack the code by choosing 
the correct option and assembling the correct, four-
number code.

I only need 1. much / 2. many / 3. a little / 4. a few luck 
to succeed.

We don’t have 1. much / 2. many / 3. a little / 4. a few 
time left.

There are so 1. much / 2. many / 3. a little / 4. a few tasks 
left to solve.

There’s not a lot of us, but I’m glad I have 1. much /  
2. many / 3. a little / 4. a few friends doing this task with 
me.

KEY: 3124

Task 2
The door opens, but the room behind it is not a laboratory. 
It is a sort of a waiting room. There is a padlock attached to 
the door at the back of the room. Another code is missing.

Your friend finds a pile of papers on the desk, and starts 
going through them. There is a handout with strange 
words.

Rearrange the jumbled letters and create words related 
to traffic. Take the first letter of each word to create the 
code for the padlock.

1 al gang tilt ______________________________ 
 You’re too close!

2 nova aiti ______________________________ 
 In the air

3 ruins acne ______________________________
 Better to be safe than sorry!

4 cuter mom ______________________________
 Regular traveller

5 urged rod run ______________________________
 Down below

6 okra sword ______________________________
 Slowing you down

7 evoke art ______________________________
 Let’s go faster!

8 diviner so ______________________________
 The long way round
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Answers:
1 tailgating
2 aviation
3 insurance
4 commuter
5 underground
6 roadworks
7 overtake
8 diversion

KEY: TAICUROD

Task 3
The code is correct, and you finally step in the laboratory. 
It is pitch black. You are looking for the light switch, when 
the door closes behind you. You turn the lights on, and 
one of you tries to open the door to the waiting room, but 
it doesn’t open! You are trapped inside the laboratory.

You suddenly hear an announcement from the loud-
speaker:

I won’t let you stop me. You’ll never get out of the laboratory 
unless you are as smart as Galileo himself!

A strange text flashes up on one of the computer screens:
/juːl faɪnd ðə fɜːst kluː nɪə ðə ˈfɔːmjʊliː ɒn ðə dɛsk/.

Where is the next clue? 

KEY: You’ll find the first clue near the 
formulae on the desk.

Task 4
You go to the desk and find the stack of formulae. On top 
of them you find instructions to open the desk drawer. 

Choose the correct verb form to complete the sentences. 
The password to open the desk drawer is formed from the 
letters and numbers at the end of each correct verb form.

1 Don’t be afraid of take F / to take T / taking R challenges.

2 In life, you are made solve 5 / to solve 2 / solving 3 
many problems.

3 Why don’t you let me help D / to help C / helping G 
you with the code?

4 You had better look 2 / to look 4 / looking 6 at the 
sentences carefully.

5 I want you go B / you to go C / you going Z through all 
the alternatives.

6 We all enjoy study 9 / to study 7 / studying 3 many 
kinds of things, don’t we?

7 Are you looking forward to find H / have found L / 
finding P the next clue?

8 Why not open O / to open Q / opening M the drawer 
right now?

KEY: R2D2C3PO

Task 5
You open the drawer and you find a page full of the names 
of different scientists. On the back of the page there is a 
riddle. To solve the riddle, you need to know the symbols 
for the elements. 

Carbon: _____ 

Oxygen: _____ 

Phosphorus: _____

Erbium: _____ 

Nickel: _____ 

Copper: _____

Sulfur: _____

What is the name of the scientist you need to pick out 
from all the other names?

KEY: COPERNICUS

Task 6
You look around the laboratory and find a painting 
of Nicolaus Copernicus. Below the painting you see a 
combination lock. You are sure you have found the place 
for the metal box! But what is the right combination?

Next to the painting there is a blackboard and you 
notice that there are some calculations that need to be 
solved. You start doing the math.

1 one to the power of four times one _____

2 two cubed minus four _____

3 fifteen divided by three plus two _____

4 the square root of sixteen minus one _____

When was Copernicus born?
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KEY: 1473

Task 7 
You manage to get the correct code for the combination 
lock. The painting swings open, revealing ... nothing. You 
stare at the wall. There’s still nothing there.

Suddenly your friend cries out in triumph. There is a 
flash drive taped to the back of the painting. You attach it 
to the computer on the desk.

What pops up on the screen is a grid with words. The 
instructions read:

Start on the top left corner and find your way through. 
You can move vertically, horizontally and diagonally. Pay 
attention to the beginning and the ending.

With that cryptic clue, it’s time to start.

border rebellion ambush combat disarmament

siege negotiate ethnic 
cleansing

guerilla war weaponry

invade retreat armoury infantry regiment

trench warfare surrender troops occupation

What is the final word? ____________________________

As you reach the final word, you realise it forms a map to 
your next clue!

Answer:
border
rebellion
negotiate
ethnic cleansing
guerilla war
regiment
troops
surrender
retreat
trench

KEY: trench

Task 8
You follow the map and find a safe behind a fridge full of 
test tubes. This must be the place where Galilei’s papers 
are hidden! But another code is needed. The lock looks 
really weird. There are empty slots on top of the safe.

You notice that there is some writing on the test tubes. 
You have to place the test tubes in the correct order for the 
safe to open. 

Match the words with their synonyms.

1 discover  A precise

2 observation  B utilise

3 modify  C origin

4 provenance  D future

5 accurate  E inspection

6 deterioration  F adjust

7 deploy  G unearth

8 prospective  H decline

KEY: 1G 2E 3F 4C 5A 6H 7B 8D

Task 9
The safe opens and yes! You find the metal box in the safe! 
But… it isn’t locked. The papers are blank except one. It 
says:

Go to the door that leads to the waiting room.

Outside the waiting room door you hear some noise. 
Suddenly, a low male voice asks you the following question:

Name three professions that Galileo Galilei had during 
his life.

P ______________________________________________

E ______________________________________________

A ______________________________________________

KEY: physicist, engineer, astronomer

Finally, the door opens and you get out.

Listen to the ending:

Audio:
Your teacher and one of the university professors are 
waiting for you. The professor is wearing a white lab coat 
just like the crazy scientist had been wearing… They say: 
“Congratulations for successfully finishing the first ice 
breaker activity! We didn’t expect anything less of you!”




