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Leading the industry using our collective knowledge and experience to help and provide  
insightful guidance for safe and responsible use of gas as a commercial marine fuel.

Dear SGMF Member,

IMO Success in 2018
I’m delighted to announce that SGMF has 
been granted Consultative Status at the 
International Maritime Organisation – 
with no extra time or penalty shoot outs 
required! At the last Council Meeting, 
held earlier this month, our application 
was accepted and then granted which 
indicates a clear and confident recognition 
of our good work to date, and in 
anticipation of many positive contributions 
to come. So I would like to thank all of our 
staff and members who contributed so 
much to making this happen. It marks a 
major and exciting milestone in SGMF’s 
history and development. 

Meanwhile, our Environmental Committee 
is currently overseeing the Life Cycle 
Analysis project, in coordination with 
ThinkStep. With such an important and 
comprehensive project requiring such a 
large collection of data from the entire up, 
mid and downstream value chain, there 
are bound to be some delays – but we 
keenly anticipate there will be a detailed 
draft ready in time for Gastech 2018 this 
September in Barcelona. I give you my 
assurance that once this benchmark study 
is completed, we will have a powerful tool 
at our disposal to help dispel inaccurate 
and often erroneous statements made 
about clean marine fuel choices.

This leads me to the 2020 debate, where 
once again the Society will be taking the 
podium in Singapore to join the SIBCON 
2018 event programme, discussing all 
matters relating to the Bunkering Industry. 
SGMF will tie our Annual General Meeting 
onto this important event – so please put 
the dates in the diary, and we very much 
look forward to welcoming as many 
members as possible. 
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Message from the General Manager

MARK BELL, General Manager

2 – 5 October
SIBCON, Singapore

http://www.sibconsingapore.com/ 

* SGMF Speaker event *
* SGMF will also have a stand *

New Members in 2018 
There has been a remarkable increase in memberships in 2018, indeed, this has been a monumental year of change already. To the end 
of June (half the year), we are delighted to announce that 21 new member companies joined us, which continues to show how positive 
an impact that our mission is having in the industry. 

Our new members in 2018 include: 

As always, you can meet them “virtually” via the Members Directory on the website https://www.sgmf.info/profiles/search 

http://www.sibconsingapore.com/
https://www.sgmf.info/profiles/search
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Technical Updates
Work Group 6.0 – Essential Functional Requirements [EFR]
Work Group 6.0 Essential Functional Requirements for bunkering is  
continuing vital work looking at the various components and systems  
that are involved in the bunkering operations.  This is the longest running 
WG and so far two Technical Guidance Notices (TGN) have been produced. 
Both of which are available to download from the Library on Member  
Portal. (https://sgmf.info/library/topic/technical-guidance-notices)

TGN 06-01 QDCD for bunkering and the manifold arrangements for  
gas-fuelled vessels.

TGN 06-04 Manifold Arrangements Gas Fuelled Vessels (Under revision). 

Two further are in progress that address bunkering Emergency Shutdown 
(ESD) functions and safety links and handling and operational principles 
for flexible hoses for bunkering. Work Group 6 and its subgroups comprise 
over 20 organisations and experts that are providing their design and  
operational experience.

Work Group 9.0 - Methane Number considerations for IGF ships 
Work Group 9.0 Methane Number considerations for IGF ships (or ‘Mind the Gap’ as we know it) is in its “forming” stage with  
a first meeting scheduled for September this year. Several field experts have already joined the group but there are still  
vacancies for vessel operators with relevant experience. If you are a vessel owner or operator with experience of vessels  
using LNG as fuel and want to share your experience with LNG suppliers and engine manufactures, please get in touch with 
SGMF Secretariat!

technical 
guidance 
notice
TGN06-01
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gas as a  
marine fuel
Marine LNG 
Bunkering
Quick Connect/ 

Disconnect 
Couplings 
[QCDC]

The Society has, after 18 months of 
research and development, launched the 
‘Bunkering Area Safety information LNG’, or 
BASiL modelling tool as it’s more commonly 
known. Available to SGMF’s members 
through the website, the BASiL modelling 
tool allows the industry to have access to a 
definitive benchmarking tool for evaluating 
safety distances with regards to LNG fuel 
bunkering. 

BASiL is easy to use and can provide a 
quicker answer when compared to other 
dispersion modelling tools. The tool can 
be used to define the Safety Zone for each 
bunkering scenario. The user is asked 
to provide up to 20 different transfer 
parameters, such as the as location and 
transfer rates, allowing the user to tailor 
the calculation around any project specific 
bunkering scenarios. BASiL then generates 

a set of distances of the three-dimensional 
envelope around the bunkering operation 
based on a gas dispersion database 
generated after extensive physical testing 
and gas dispersion modelling simulations 
programme.

More information on how BASiL can help 
you with your bunkering safety zone 
assessment process please read the new 
SGMF guideline “Recommendation of 
Controlled Zones during LNG Bunkering” 
available to download from the Library in 
the Member Portal.

BASiL – Free for SGMF Members to use
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Recent & Upcoming Industry  
Meetings
9th July 
Oil and Gas Climate Initiative –  
Downstream Methane Collaboration  
Workshop
http://oilandgasclimateinitiative.com/

SGMF were specifically invited to represent 
Maritime Initiatives at this critical forum. Watch 
this space...

10 – 11th July 
ISO / TC8 / WG8 – Liquid and gas fuelled 
vessels
https://www.iso.org/committee/45776.html

As part of the SGMF’s effort and collaboration 
with national and international standardisation 
bodies, SGMF technical advisors are keeping 
a close relationship with associations such as 
ISO and ASTM providing both technical exper-
tise and liaison between the standardisation 
work and SGMF’s membership and the gas as 
marine industry as whole. General updates on 
new and upcoming standards are provided 
to the members during work group meetings 
and committee. Feel free to get in touch with 
us if you want to discuss any of these directly 
with our team.

12 – 13th November 
GIIGNL General Assembly
https://giignl.org/ 

SGMF are invited to this gathering which will 
have a focused session on Strengthening the 
role of LNG imports in the next half-century.

SGMF Meetings 
11 – 12th July 
First meeting of WG10 Drydocking and  
Maintenance, France. 
Kindly hosted by Chantier Naval Marseille. This 
meeting was for members of the Work Group 
only and took place earlier this week. An update 
will be available in the next Newsletter.

17 – 20th September  
Gastech – Barcelona, Spain

Mark Bell will be moderating the Gas as a 
Marine Fuel session. As SGMF will have a 
stand in the exhibition hall, members attend-
ing the event are welcome to use our stand 
as a base. Please contact us before the end 
of August to discuss this further  
(office@sgmf.info). 

 

2 – 5th October  
SIBCON – Singapore

Come and see us at stand 56a, again, 
members attending the event are welcome 
to use our stand as a base. Please contact 
us before the end of August to discuss this 

further (office@sgmf.info). Mark Bell will also 
be moderating the Panel Discussion – Moving 
Forward with LNG Fuel.

2nd October 
SGMF Autumn Board Meetings, Annual  
General Meeting & Members Forum,  
kindly hosted by MPA and Keppel at Resorts 
World Sentosa, Singapore – further details 
to follow soon. 

7th November
Technical Committee Meeting 10, Tokyo, 
Japan. The meeting is kindly hosted by MOL 
and NYK. This meeting is for members of the 
Technical Committee only.

8th November
SGMF North Asia Forum, Tokyo, Japan, kindly 
hosted by MOL and NYK. Further details and 
registration link to follow in due course.

4th December
SGMF & SIGTTO 4th USCG Senior Executive 
Forum, Houston, USA

SGMF, 50 Liverpool Street, London, EC2M 7PR, UK  
Tel: +44 (0)20 36371455  •   Email: office@sgmf.info

The Society for Gas as  
a Marine Fuel Group @SGMF2014

Find us and connect with us:

www.sgmf.info 

We look forward to seeing you at an SGMF meeting or forum soon.

Events Calendar
For the most up-to-date details of SGMF meetings and industry events that the Society  
is supporting please refer to the Events calendar on the website: www.sgmf.info/events  
Coming up we have:

http://oilandgasclimateinitiative.com/
https://www.iso.org/committee/45776.html
https://www.lngfuelssummit.com/
https://giignl.org/
mailto:office%40sgmf.info?subject=
mailto:office%40sgmf.info?subject=
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sgmf
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sgmf
https://twitter.com/sgmf2014?lang=en
http://www.sgmf.info
http://www.sgmf.info/events
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