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Welcome to the latest newsletter from SGMF, we are 
halfway through yet another year of change from hearing 
of ship fuel for rockets, yes that is the right way around, to 
completing the Landmark LCA study in April, it has been a 
busy five months for the Society so far.

ThinkStep successfully completed the Life Cycle Analysis 
Study in April and we were keen to see it published as 
soon as possible. SGMF took the launch to Seatrade Miami 
to underline the significance of the Cruise Sector selection 
of what stands now at 23 newbuilds ordered on LNG. 
Canaveral Port were fantastic in hosting the launch of the 
Study on their stand at Seatrade, but moreover they also 
hosted the North America Forum and SGMF Board at their 
impressive facility on the Space Coast in Florida just two 
weeks later. Those in attendance at Canaveral Port will 
have witnessed a significant investment in the cruise

Sector with several new terminals and when combined 
with LNG the clean fuel choice as we all know it is clearly 
underpinned with a fundamental understanding of 
Environmental sustainability in that sunshine state. We 
were all impressed by what was going on but to also hear 
how LNG was being used for commercial space launch 
vehicles presented a unique opportunity to spend time with 
experts who are used to LH2 at Kennedy Space Centre 
Cryo Labs. A special thanks to Barry Campagnoli (Senior 
Director, Canaveral Port) for initiating those meetings. We 
hope to develop a dialogue with R&D at NASA on this very 
subject.  

Having finally seen – and heard a live rocket launch  
from Canaveral, I for one will be watching with interest 
the uptake of LNG in that fascinating sector - ship fuel for 
rockets!

Message from the General Manager

MARK BELL, General Manager

Last month SGMF were pleased to announce the results 
of the Well-to-Wake (WtW) Greenhouse Gas (GHG) 
Emissions Lifecycle Research Study on the use of LNG 
as a marine fuel. The study which was commissioned 
by SGMF and SEA\LNG was conducted by independent 
specialist consultants Thinkstep and reviewed by a 
panel of academic experts. It is the most accurate study 
of the life cycle GHG emissions and local pollutants 
from LNG as a marine fuel compared with current and 
post-2020 conventional marine fuels as it is done on a 
complete WtW basis.

A copy of the full Well-to-Wake GHG Emissions Lifecycle 
Study can be downloaded from the Thinkstep website. 

The Emissions Fact Sheet and the study summary can  
be downloaded here:  
https://www.sgmf.info/posts/launched-advanced-
greenhouse-gas-ghg-emissions-lifecycle-research-study 

Life Cycle GHG Emission Study on the Use of LNG as 
Marine Fuel – Published April 2019

https://info.thinkstep.com/lng-ghg-study?hs_preview=iCocCGSo-8445007461
https://www.sgmf.info/posts/launched-advanced-greenhouse-gas-ghg-emissions-lifecycle-research-study
https://www.sgmf.info/posts/launched-advanced-greenhouse-gas-ghg-emissions-lifecycle-research-study
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Recent or Upcoming Work Group Meetings

sea change.

Work Group 9 –  Methane Number considerations for IGF ships- to Publish in Autumn 2019
This work group is looking at the issues surrounding methane number of the fuel as provided and how the propulsion system 
is performing. This issue has been a concern and sometimes a  challenge for ship owners, 

The WG9 discussions are ongoing with a number of stakeholders involved from vessel owners/operators, fuel suppliers, 
engine manufactures, designers and regulators.

Work Group 10 – Shipyard Work Practices for Drydocking and Safe working arrangements
The fourth meeting was held after the TC in March, hosted by Gasum at Espoo in Finland. The working group is proceeding 
well with almost all document sections now populated. The next working group meeting in London in June will concentrate on 
confirming the guidance messages. European shipyard association SMRC, has received comments back from 4 of its mem-
bers who reviewed the document in detail.

Work Group 14 – Training & Competence
This new working group has now been formed at TC 11.  It will meet for the first time in London in June. The working group will 
develop competency requirements to cover fuel storage and handling from the fuel tanks to the end users (engines, 
boilers, etc). When complete this will form the background to allow the second volume of training material to be written. An 
author for volume 2 is under finalisation.

Environmental Committee 
Shell had the honour to host the last EC in London and of course the group were engrossed in the finalisation of the LCA study and 
getting the complex, yet, significant results clear and ordered.  SGMF also submitted a paper at the ISWG preceding MEPC74 this 
Spring. The next EC will be in Geneva hosted by MSC this coming Autumn and first on the agenda will be a review of the impact of 
the study amongst other matters.

Members Poll
We will hold a members poll of items to be considered by the TC/EC and subsequent work groups. Please look out for this 
request as it is your We appreciate your input for the continued focus of the Society’s activities.

• Technical Guidance Notice: Manifold arrangements for gas-fuelled vessels
• Technical Guidance Notice: Recommendations for linked emergency shutdown (ESD) arrangements for LNG bunkering 

Available to download for our members from our portal by the end of the month. Hard copy publications will be available by July. 
Non-members can purchase them from our shop at: https://www.sgmf.info/shop

Technical Committee Update TC11 
This Spring our TC11 was the best attended yet at the fantastic new premises of Wartsila in Helsinki. The TC is an important meet-
ing for the Society in that it prioritises the areas of focus for the Society whilst providing insight as to what needs to be done 
next. Notably at this TC it was agreed to progress the Training and Competence reference work under a new WG14. There 
was much progress of WG6 with two technical guidance notices being approved by the TC for publication, manifolds 
and control. While the work on the technical guidance notice on flexible hoses is moving forward with a new technical note due 
by Autumn 2019.

Next TC will be TC12 in Houston hosted by SeaRiver Maritime. An ExxonMobil subsidiary.

Work Group 6 – Essential Functional Requirements for LNG Bunkering
Work Group 6 met in February in Jacksonville, Florida. The meeting was kindly hosted Crowley Maritime. These groups  
continue to make progress looking at the various components and systems that are involved in bunkering operations. 

Coming June 2019: 
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IMO report – MEPC74
Between 7th - 17th of May,  The International Maritime Organisation 
held the Intersessional meeting of the Working Group on reduction 
of GHG emission from ships (ISWG-GHG 6) followed by the Marine 
Environment Protection Committee (MEPC 74) during which key 
strategies and policies for the reductions of gas emissions from the 
shipping sector were discussed.

An SGMF delegation attended both meetings with an eye on 
proceedings and a focus on the discussions surrounding short term 
measures for the reduction of GHG's from ships.  Having just 
completed the Life Cycle Analysis study for Gas Fuelled Ships it was 
the first opportunity for the Society to make a submission on the 
subject and this was well received at the ISWG.

While the fourth IMO GHG study will now go ahead in order 
to provide data on the impact of gas emission from shipping 
the Intersessional Working Group and Committee discussed short, 

mid and long-term measures to tackle the matter is part of the 
IMO Strategy on reduction of greenhouse gas. This is part of the 
committee effort to further develop draft amendments to MARPOL 
Annex VI before these can be adopted at MEPC77 in spring 2021 and 
entry into force by 2023.

Aside the work on GHG emissions during MEPC74 other key matters 
were covered from ballast water management to plastic pollution. Of 
main focus for us in the gas as fuel sector, draft amendments to 
MARPOL Annex VI and guidelines for the consistent implementation of 
the 0.50% sulphur limit entry in force on 1st January 2020 remain.

There is no doubt emissions discussions are going to be on the 
agenda for the foreseeable future at IMO. We hope that the facts 
around the use of LNG are now being understood following the 
release of the study, (every delegations has a copy) and we all need 
to continue to lobby the clear message. 

SGMF Member Forums 
SGMF Forums offer a great opportunity for our members to network, learn about developments in the industry and enable 
members to propose a presentation on a relevant topic. 

European Forum
Representatives from over 70 SGMF Member organisations came 
together for our 2019 European Forum in March. The event was very 
kindly hosted by Wärtsilä in their new Helsinki Campus. 

SGMF members Wärtsilä, DNV GL, Carnival Corporation, Shell and 
Victrol delivered informative presentations. This was followed by 
three workshops which enabled Members to engage, contribute 
and discuss issues around our three principal areas of work - safety, 
technical and environment.

North America Forum
Our second Forum of the year was held earlier this month in Florida 
and was kindly hosted by Canaveral Port Authority. We welcomed 
over 70 attendees at the Forum which was held in the Exploration 
Tower at the Port. Presentations were delivered by Port Canaveral, 
Q-LNG, US Coast Guard, America Bureau of Shipping, Crowley, Air
Liquide and Fortis BC all of which generated fruitful discussions.
Attendees were then invited to take a tour of the Port and the
Maritime Firefighting Academy. A special thanks to Ray Kroll of Fortis
BC for organising a live burn demo with LNG firefighting. It was a
spectacular way to end the day!

Presentations from both Forums, where we have permission to share, are available in the Portal Library (https://www.sgmf.info/library)

https://www.sgmf.info/library
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Van Oord
Our organization joined SGMF because 
gas fuelled ships are being introduced into 
our organization. Currently we have 
one LNG powered inland Crane Barge 
“Werkendam” which started its operation 
recently. Additionally, two of our newbuilds 
sea-going trailing suction hopper dredgers 
(TSHD) will be equipped with LNG powered 
DF engines.

Our membership allows access to SGMF 
work and the ability to share information 
in relation to the use of gas as a fuel 
onboard of vessels from safety, technical 
and operational perspective.

Find more about Van Oord’s updates at: 
https://www.vanoord.com/news 

MIB 
SGMF ensures we are up to date with the 
requirements and developments of the 
gas bunkering market allowing us to stay 
connected with peer members and relevant 
industry professionals. We believe we can 
benefit from the technical and professional 
competence of the Society and therefore 
improve our technical solutions and services 
to this industry.

MIB is a world leader in the supply of 
emergency release system and specifically 
in the supply of turnkey transfer solutions 
for the liquefied gas industry. Since the early 
1970s, our ongoing engineering activities 
have allowed the company to provide the 
highest standard of equipment for the 
transfer of LNG, LPG and other cryogenic 
and refrigerated gaseous fluids. These 
developments have been a result of close 
and continuous liaison with major oil and 
gas companies, vessel operators and 
matching the ever increasing and stringent 
demands of such changing world.

Find out more about MIB Italiana’s newest 
projects at:  
http://www.mibitaliana.it/en/home.aspx 

Jax LNG
We recognize and value the comprehensive 
work SGMF has developed to promote the 
safe use of natural gas as a marine fuel. As 
a new member, we are eager to engage 
and contribute with the membership to 
collaboratively promote the responsible use 
of gas as a sustainable marine fuel. 

JAX LNG, LLC is a joint venture that brings 
together Pivotal LNG, a wholly owned 

subsidiary of Southern Company Gas 
and NorthStar Midstream. JAX LNG has 
constructed a new, state-of-the-art LNG 
facility at Dames Point in Jacksonville, 
Florida. It is the first waterfront LNG 
production facility in the U.S. with both 
marine and truck-loading capabilities.

Currently JAX LNG facility has the capacity 
to produce 120,000 gallons of LNG per day 
and store more than 2 million gallons of 
LNG. We have plans to add two liquefaction 
trains and a second storage tank at the 
site, which would increase LNG production 
capacity to 600,000 gallons per day and 
store up to 4 million gallons of LNG.

Pivotal LNG and Southern Company Gas 
operate a network of LNG production 
facilities in the south eastern U.S. with the 
capacity to produce 660,000 gallons of LNG 
per day and the ability to store more than 
96 million gallons. Southern Company Gas 
has more than four decades of experience in 
the production, storage and delivery of LNG. 
Pivotal LNG is leading the way by supplying 
liquified natural gas to its customers in the 
United States and Puerto Rico.

For more info about Jax LNG visit: 
http://jaxlng.com/

The Society welcome 7 new members during the year. Total membership is now at 136. Some of the new members are:

All our new members were invited to contribute to this newsletter to give us an update on their operations and why they joined the Society.  
So far, we have received the following:

Don’t forget you can meet them “virtually” via the Members Directory on the website.

Several members have provided feedback on the existing version of BASiL. 
Most of them are largely cosmetic and will be addressed when BASiL is next 
updated. The only substantive point raised has been how bunkering flowrates 
for use in BASiL are calculated, BASiL uses an average flowrate for its 
calculations. This works well for small transfers but can be less representative 
for ship-to-ship bunkering especially if the ramp-up and ramp-down times are 
considerable. For ship-to ship- bunkering users should specify the peak 
transfer rate, i.e. the average rate with the ramp-up and ramp-down times 
removed.

The DNV GL team that developed BASiL will be presenting a paper on this at 
HAZARDS 29 (https://www.icheme.org/career/events/hazards-29/) this 
week. We look forward to receiving feedback on this from safety experts!

BASiL – (Bunkering Area Safety information LNG)  
is SGMF’s automated LNG gas dispersion tool.

SAFETY DISTANCES

MADE EASY

https://www.vanoord.com/news
http://www.mibitaliana.it/en/home.aspx
http://jaxlng.com/
https://www.icheme.org/career/events/hazards-29/
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Member Portal- Use it!
The SGMF Member Portal is over two years old now and during 
this time we have been committed to continuously developing it 
to meet the needs of our members. 

In the latest development plan we have been working on 
updating the home page. The key industry statistics will be easy 
to view at the top enabling members and non-members to see 
these as soon as they land on the home page. 

Non-members will be able to learn more about the Society and 
benefits of membership through the why us page and find it 
easier to navigate to the web shop to buy publications and 
BASiL reports. 

These new changes will go live next week, so please do take a 
few minutes out of your busy day to view them 
(www.sgmf.info). We hope you will find these features useful 
and always appreciate your feedback and suggestions for 
further development : office@sgmf.info.

Ships Database
You will see from the home page statistics 
the number of LNG bunkering vessels 
(LNGBVs) continues to rise. The first such 
vessel, Seagas, began operation in 
Sweden in 2013 with a bunker capacity 
of 187-cbm. During 2017 and 2018 the 
industry saw a big rise in these vessels. 
The most recent vessel, Kairos, has 
a capacity of 7,500-cbm and started 
operations in December 2018. 

This growth in LNG bunkering fleet has been at the same time 
as growth in the number of LNG-powered vessels in operation 
over the same period. Orders for LNG fuelled vessels and LNG 
bunker vessels continue to rise. The Titan LNG FlexFeiler001 is 
expected to come into operation this month in the Amsterdam-
Rotterdam-Antwerp region. SGMF members can see vessel 
specifications of these LNGBVs in the Member Library.

The Ships Database (https://www.sgmf.info/data) has just 
been updated by the Secretariat.

Marcel LaRoche
Earlier this year the Society’s Technical Committee sadly lost a 
valued member; Marcel LaRoche, Director at BC Ferries had 
sadly passed away.
Marcel has been instrumental in the development of our work 
at SGMF. He was Vice Chair of the Technical Committee and 
was actively involved in several Work Groups. 
Having delivered a model example of best practice at BC 
Ferries he was only too proud to have hosted a pivotal 
Technical Committee meeting and Member Forum which was 
held in Vancouver in June 2017, kindly hosted by BC Ferries. 
The Forum was held on-board the Salish Eagle, one of BC 
Ferries new Salish Class dual-fuel vehicle/passenger ferries 
on only the second day of her operational life! This was an 
extraordinary achievement and reflected the superb 
organisational skills by Marcel and the BC Ferries team. He 
was a talented and inspirational individual and we are all very 
proud of the work and leadership he has shown to all of us.

Marcel LaRoche – presenting at the 2016 European Forum – 
LNG as Fuel; training the crew, educating the public

New Staff Member
Earlier this year we welcomed a 
new member to our team – Lydia 
Dorai. She joined us in January 
as a full-time assistant. Lydia 
has a degree in Shipping from 
the University of Plymouth. This 
together with her previous role 
at AP&A Ltd gives her relevant 
understanding of our industry 
and membership. If you have 
not already met Lydia at the 
European Forum, we hope that 
you will have the opportunity to 
meet her at various sgmf 
meetings or on visits to our 
office.

Wake Media
As of 1st April 2019, Wake Media (https://www.wake-media.
co.uk/) has been appointed to act as our exclusive PR & 
Communications agency. 

“Working closely with SGMF we will be evaluating their current 
communications approach and looking to continue supporting 
the important position they hold in the developments of gas as a 
marine fuel.“ – Steve Parks - Managing Director

http://www.sgmf.info
mailto:office%40sgmf.info?subject=
https://www.sgmf.info/data
https://www.wake-media.co.uk/
https://www.wake-media.co.uk/
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Firstly, I’d like to thank SGMF for opening its doors and 
allowing a few more people to attend the TC in Tokyo as 
visitors/guests. It provided valuable insight into the machine 
behind the scenes that pushes outcomes and sets up the 
next stages of where SGMF is heading and then aligns it to 
where it should be heading if there’s been any deviations. 

Having so many voices from different regions of the world 
with such varied experiences provided some great learnings 
and valuable input during discussions and I, personally 
found the round table on incidents/experiences occurred 
with the use of LNG as a fuel extremely insightful and 
something I pushed out to my organisation as a high level 
for awareness.

Being able to view how the TC reviewed and vetted work 
done by the working groups was invaluable. With SGMF 
producing key documentation for the industry, quality and 
completeness was reviewed in line with the TOR for each 
working group and provided sound confidence in the ability 
of the organisation to keep on track and produce great 
outcomes for the industry.

The following Forum the next day was a great opportunity to 
meet and greet others within the region and to also interact 
on a global scale to learn from others and hear what was 
pressing/high on the agenda for countries, companies and 
individuals.

Nic Read Marine Project Manager – Woodside

We look forward to another exciting year for the industry to 
start adopting gas as marine fuel, it is appropriate to applaud 
all members who have stepped forward to share, prepare 
and lead the industry forward in their own rights. The strong 
turnout at each SGMF member forum is testament to the 
rousing interests and urgency of the industry to start using LNG 
as marine fuel. Presentations at such forums are relevant and 

insightful. The work group meetings further addressed many 
pain points of the members and the industry and identify areas 
that members can co-create values to define the solutions and 
options. This is largely possible due to the wide representation 
of the industry segments in SGMF, as well as the good work 
undertaken by the SGMF staff in contents curation, technical 
support and general administration of the membership.

Ivan Lim General Manager – Keppel Shipyard

Crowley Maritime continues to be committed to the 
advancement of LNG as a marine fuel and to keeping this 
growing industry safe, having become a member of SGMF 
in early 2018.  The first of two Commitment Class dual fuel, 
combination container/roll on-roll off “ConRo” vessels, the 
El Coquí, began service this year. In addition, Crowley is 
leveraging its LNG expertise by serving on several SGMF 
technical committees and workgroups, which provides us 
and other key industry members the valuable opportunity 
to share our best practices to assist SGMF in developing 
professional guidelines that will prove vital for the 
continued safe use of LNG as a marine fuel.

Alisa L. Praskovich Manager, Business
Development – Crowley Maritime

As usual, the regional forum was well attended with 
good quality materials presented, it was especially 
good to see the feedback of the Crowley operation 
and find out how they’d found their first few months of 
operations. To witness the LNG firefighting was a bonus 
and really brings home what SGMF is trying to do in 
enhancing safety not only so these events don’t occur, 
but also providing the training framework to help in the 
response to these events if they do occur.

Andrew Stafford LNG Business and Project
Development Director – Trelleborg 

The forum gave an excellent opportunity to learn 
about the most recent developments regarding LNG 
as a marine fuel in North America from different 
perspectives including the regulatory. In addition, 
the potential use of other alternative fuels was 
addressed. The full-scale test “burn and learn” clearly 
demonstrated the usefulness of education and training 
for fire fighters and other professionals dealing with 
LNG emergencies.

Willem Hoebee Manager Nautical Affairs and 
Projects – Port of Rotterdam 

The SGMF North American Forum was an incredible 
event. A special thanks to the Canaveral Port Authority. 
It was great to see all the LNG as a marine fuel and 
LNG bunkering operators discussing their projects 
and their lessons learned. This type of information 
sharing is critical to this new industry. I look forward to 
participating in future events!

Dallas Smith LCDR, Detachment Chief – USCG
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SGMF, 50 Liverpool Street, London, EC2M 7PR, UK  
Tel: +44 (0)20 36371455  •   Email: office@sgmf.info

Follow our latest news and updates on: 

www.sgmf.info 

Upcoming meetings / events:
27th - 28th May 2019  
LNG Conference 2019 – Gothenburg, Sweden 

All SGMF members a 20% entry fee discount. In 
order to be eligible for the discount simply type 
“SGMF20” in the comments field in the registra-
tion form. More information available on:  
http://lngconference.eu/

June 2019  
Work Group 14, London  
Date to be confirmed

17th Jun 2019 
Work Group 10, London  
kindly hosted by MSC Cruises 

18th - 21st June 2019   
FSRU Asia Summit 2019

SGMF members promo code: SGMF_15off.  
For more info please visit:  
https://fsrusummit.iqpc.sg/  

9th - 10th July 2019 
Work Group 6.3, Wunstorf, Germany 
kindly hosted by Brugg

Autumn 2019  
Work Group 9  
Location and date to be confirmed

9th - 13th September 2019 
London IMO - CCC6 Meetings

9th - 13th September 2019  
London Shipping Week

https://londoninternationalshippingweek.com/

17th - 19th September 2019    
Gastech, Houston, USA 

https://www.gastechevent.com/

15th October 2019  
Technical Committee, Houston, USA  
kindly hosted by SeaRiver Maritme.  
An ExxonMobil Subsidiary. 

20th November 2019  
Autumn Board Meeting, Rotterdam, 
Netherlands  
kindly co-hosted by Anthony Veder & Port 
of Rotterdam 

21st November 2019  

European Members Forum & AGM, 
Rotterdam, Netherlands 
kindly co-hosted by Anthony Veder & Port 
of Rotterdam. Further details and 
registration link to follow.

Autumn 2019  
Environmental Committee, Geneva, 
Switzerland 
kindly hosted by MSC Cruises

3rd - 4th December 2019   
Liquefied Gas Senior Executive Forum, USA  
Further details to be announced.

Please note that Work Groups Meetings and 
Committee Meetings are for members of those 
groups only. If you are interested in observing 
a meeting, please contact us well in advance. 
Subject to availability we will try to accommo-
date your request.

Events Calendar

We look forward to seeing you at an SGMF meeting or forum soon.

For the most up-to-date details of SGMF meetings and industry events that the Society is supporting please refer to the Events calendar on the 
website: www.sgmf.info/events  

https://www.linkedin.com/company/sgmf
https://twitter.com/SGMF_SeaChange
http://www.sgmf.info
http://lngconference.eu/
https://fsrusummit.iqpc.sg/
https://londoninternationalshippingweek.com/
https://www.gastechevent.com/
http://www.sgmf.info/events



