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Leading the industry using our collective knowledge and experience to help and provide  
insightful guidance for safe and responsible use of gas as a commercial marine fuel.

MARK BELL, General Manager

IMO Update
The IMO operations continue with remote meetings 
which are confirmed until June. With virtual meetings 
for MSC103, MEPC76 and the 8th meeting of the 
Intersessional working group on the reduction of 
GHG emissions from ships. 

The remaining meetings; CCC7, MSC 104,   
MEPC77 and the 9th meeting of the Intersessional 
working group on reduction of GHG emissions from 
ships, are scheduled for autumn 2021.

ESSF Update
ESSF has restarted regular sub-group meetings 
“Ships Energy Efficiency” and “Sustainable Alternative 
Power for Shipping” which SGMF is attending.

ISO Update
SGMF has been also active in ISO 18683 working 
group.

Welcome to our first newsletter of 2021. Who would have thought 
seemingly Groundhog Days a year ago could almost now 
become a Groundhog Year, and with all the changes in 2020 
we have learned to be agile and adapt in many ways. But the 
pandemic has not halted the future of carbon-based fuels being 
perpetually debated in many sectors including maritime. Ships 
must take their fuel with them and there is a steady course for 
the maritime industry to hold whilst academics indulge in debate 
often far away from reality for shipping.

Progress has continued swiftly with notable deliveries and ever-
increasing bunkering. Recent developments have created a step 
change in the industry both in the volumes and the technologies 
employed. The QLNG 4000 in the US, CMA CGM Jaques Saade and 
Palais Royal are all now operational and I congratulate everyone in 
getting these projects delivered during such challenging times.  

Progress of work at our Technical and Environmental Committees 
has been really encouraging and for us less travelling has meant 
more time for work groups and the completion of complex 
publications. Significantly, the latest training and competence 
document “Operation of ships with liquefied natural gas (LNG): 

Competency and Assessment Guidelines” has just been 
approved for publication; this milestone now reached will serve 
the industry well for many years to come.

We are the Society for Gas as a Marine Fuel not just LNG, and 
we recently had a pragmatic and realistic debate on this at the 
Technical Committee, and soon the imminent Environmental 
Committee. We need to address and develop positions on 
much more challenging gaseous fuels such as Ammonia 
and Hydrogen. Watch this space for further developments in 
these areas and we would like to encourage you to join in the 
discussion with us at Gas Fest, to help pave the way for shipping 
in its ongoing fuels dilemma.

Finally, the Life Cycle GHG Emission Study on the Use of LNG 
as Marine Fuel (LCA) commissioned by SGMF and SEA\LNG, 
conducted by independent specialist consultants SPHERA
and reviewed by a panel of academic experts, is being revised 
and is expected to publish in April 2021. The study will update the 
emissions facts from the previous study and will be expanded to 
consider bio and synthetic LNG, LPG, methanol, ammonia, and 
hydrogen on the same basis. 

Message from the General Manager

2021 sea change.

Following the successful conclusion of our November 2020 workshops, we are 
looking forward to bringing you the next round, set to take place 19-22 April. 

We will be reaching out to our partners and previous participants to ensure we 
tackle and drill into the right topics during the April sessions. 

What previous participants said: 

“It was an outstanding event and very well run. I especially liked the artist 
renderings of our notes – great touch!” 

“Very impressive - and hard work. Many thanks!”

“This was a great week - thank you for putting it together.”

Please click here to see the full report from November and contact Banu 
Kannu on banu.kannu@sgmf.info with any questions, suggestions or to 
discuss joining us in April.  

Gas Fest Virtual  
Workshops – Round III

 19 – 22 April

2021

https://21a25a67-9d7b-4f16-b9a8-ae326b942679.filesusr.com/ugd/08f4bf_a4108a353c464ce5a01a1b2c67d9efe0.pdf
mailto:banu.kannu%40sgmf.info?subject=Gas%20Fest%20Virtual%20Workshops
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WORK GROUP TITLE STATUS UPDATE

 WG 15  Safety Bunkering   In progress         
  Guidelines – Update    
     
 

 

 WG 16  Recommendations for  In progress    
  the control of major         
  accident hazards in    
  ports resulting from   
  LNG fuelled    

 WG 17  LNG fuelled vessels -   In progress     
  Operational and  
  Design Considerations   
    
 

TGN06-07 version 1.0 - Bunker 
Station Location: Considerations and 
Recommendations
This Technical Guidance Note (TGN) addresses the 
industry requirement for guidelines for the location 
of bunkering manifolds and/or bunker stations 
installed on gas-fuelled vessels (GFVs) subject to 
the IGF Code. 

It has been prepared with the aid of operators of 
LNG-fuelled vessels, naval architects, designers, 
and classification societies. It complements the 
existing SGMF guidelines, TGN 06-04 Ver1.0 – 
Manifold Arrangements for Gas-Fuelled Vessels, 
which were published in 2019 to address the 
manifold layout and fitting arrangements 
onboard GFVs. 

Available for members to download here. 
Non-members can pre-order it from our shop in 
spring at: https://www.sgmf.info/shop. 

FP09-01 version Draft 1.0 -  
VOLUME ONE: Basic Knowledge  
on Composition and Quality of LNG 
as Marine Fuel 
An outcome of Working Group 9, this 
guidance provides an overview of LNG 
composition and quality. This will aid those 
accountable for using LNG as marine fuel 
in addressing the relationship between fuel 
composition and equipment performance.

This guidance is a draft publication currently 
only available to SGMF members and will be 
made available for download from the SGMF 
portal at the end of February.  

Members are invited to share their feedback 
and comments on this draft publication with 
the Secretariat as well as their experience and 
challenges on the use of LNG as fuel and its 
composition.

New publications   
The Society will be launching two new publications in February. 

A new working group was formed at end of last 
year with the objective to review and update the 
current “Safety Bunkering Guideline” publication. 
With the aim to have a new publication later on 
this year, the group intends to include in the new 
revision lessons learned and experience gained 
by SGMF’s members and the whole industry. 

The working group was approved by the  
Technical Committee at its last meeting. This 
is now active, with the final scope of work 
produced and group members applications 
accepted in January. 

This group will examine issues as they arise 
focusing on LNG fuelled vessels defined by the 
IGF Code. During the last Technical Committee 
Meeting 14, the following topics were discussed:
• Designing for normal operations (e.g.,  

bunkering, safety zones and SIMOPs)
• Designing for special operations (e.g., cooling 

down)
• BOG management strategies
• Commissioning strategies

Vacancies for this work group will open soon, 
please look at out for the announcement on our 
members’ portal.

https://sgmf.info/members/login
https://www.sgmf.info/shop
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The maritime industry has finally begun 
to embrace the value of diversity and the 
benefits of implementing such policies and 
practices. This can be seen with more and 
more programmes and initatives to support 
gender diversity by employers and the 
industry. The Society’s WiGS initative was 
set-up in 2019, to recognise, appreciate 
and showcase the contribution women are 

making to the gas-fuelled shipping sector. 
Over the past two years we have received a 
lot of positive feedback from members and 
interest from non-members too. It has also 
been featured in the Tradewinds in both 
years, most recently last December!

During 2020 we identified another 18 
women making valuable contribution to the 
sector. Their roles and backgrounds vary; 
from technical roles to business support 
roles, but each of our WiGS are playing 
a key role in helping their organisations, 
SGMF, and ultimately the industry to make 
the massive transition away from heavy 
fuel oils to cleaner gaseous fuels.

We are looking to grow the community 
further this year and therefore encourage 
nominations from our members. These can 
be sent by email to: office@sgmf.info.

It was in 2017 that Rodolphe Saadé, Chairman 
and CEO of the CMA CGM Group, announced 
his decision to order a series of nine 23,000-
TEU (twenty-foot equivalent units) Ultra Large 
Container Vessels (ULCVs) that would be fully 
powered by Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG).

This ground-breaking strategic choice made 
by the CMA CGM Group, a world leader 
in transport and logistics, confirmed its 
commitment towards driving forward maritime 
transport’s energy transition.  

Read the full article here.

Member article

Collaboration powers world’s largest LNG-fuelled containership 

First bunkering operation of CMA CGM JACQUES SAADE  
from Gas Agility at the Port of Rotterdam. 
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Wessels Marine (WESMAR) is a marine
project management and development
consultancy based in Hamburg. The
company specialises in next-generation fuels 
that facilitate the transition to lower emissions 
and climate-neutral transportation.

The company has built unique expertise in 
the fields of LNG conversions and newbuilds 
as well as midstream infrastructure. 
WESMAR’s founder was responsible for first 
conversion of a container feeder vessel – Wes 

Amelie, owned by Wessels Reederei – for the 
use of LNG.

WESMAR’s latest innovation is a new design 
concept for an advanced, highly versatile 
multifuel bunker supply vessel in two capacity 
versions which will provide flexible delivery 
(volumes of up to 3,500cbm or 4,600cbm) 
of LNG, bio-LNG and synthetic liquefied gas 
(SLG). These vessels can also be set up easily 
for ammonia and methanol as marine fuel. 

Read the full interview here.

Member interview

Christian P. Hoepfner, CEO of Wessels Marine shares insights 
into their new multi-fuel bunker vessel (MFBV) design concept 
and how they will positively impact the use of LNG as fuel.

Christian P. Hoepfner  
CEO, Wessels Marine

https://www.tradewindsnews.com/gas/sgmf-unveils-its-women-in-gas-fuelled-shipping-for-2020/2-1-935924
mailto:office%40sgmf.info?subject=WiGS
https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/sgmf-live/ml/data/f68a92f8e4cad993c810f2e78a00626f.pdf
https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/sgmf-live/ml/data/d5eaef7174c9546b6a65e505be1ba426.pdf
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Follow our latest news and updates on: 

www.sgmf.info 

Upcoming meetings / events: 

4th February 2021    
ESSF Sub-Group on Ship Energy Efficiency
Virtual Meeting 

16th February 2021    
Work Group 15 – Safety Bunkering Guideline 
2021 Edition  
Virtual Meeting

18th – 19th February 2021     
LNG Bunkering & Refuelling, Americas - 
Virtual Conference

SGMF members promo code: LNBU21SGMF.
For more info please the website here.  

2nd March 2021    
Work Group 15 – Safety Bunkering Guideline 
2021 Edition  
Virtual Meeting

12th March 2021    
Work Group 15 – Safety Bunkering Guideline 
2021 Edition  
Virtual Meeting

17th March 2021    
ESSF Sub-Group on Sustainable Alternative 
Power for Shipping   
Virtual Meeting

25th March 2021    
Work Group 15 – Safety Bunkering Guideline 
2021 Edition  
Virtual Meeting

15th April 2021    
Work Group 15 – Safety Bunkering Guideline 
2021 Edition  
Virtual Meeting

19th – 22nd April 2021    
Gas Fest Virtual Workshops

 19 – 22 April

2021
29th April 2021    
Work Group 15 – Safety Bunkering Guideline 
2021 Edition  
Virtual Meeting

Events Calendar
For the most up-to-date details of SGMF meetings and industry events that the Society is supporting please refer to the Events 
calendar on the website: www.sgmf.info/events  

We look forward to seeing you at an SGMF meeting or forum soon.

Don’t forget you can meet them “virtually” via the Members Directory on the website.

Membership update
We are pleased to welcome three new members during the last two months, bringing our membership up to 143.

Welcome to the society…

https://www.linkedin.com/company/sgmf
https://twitter.com/SGMF_SeaChange
http://www.sgmf.info
https://www.rivieramm.com/events/lng-bunkering-refuelling-americas
https://www.rivieramm.com/events/lng-bunkering-refuelling-americas
http://www.gasfest.com
http://www.sgmf.info/events
https://elenger.lv/en/
http://www.safests.com
http://www.venicelng.it/index_eng.html

