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What role do you play in the gas-fuelled shipping sector?
Based in the Netherlands as Marketing & Communications Officer 
at RelyOn Nutec, I am part of the team responsible for the effective 
promotion of our global business, delivering safety and competence 
services across the world and helping our customers protect their 
people, assets, and the environment.

How did you arrive at this role? Was it your intention to join 
this industry?
My background is in Tourism and after a few years in the industry, I 
was looking for a new challenge. I was not particularly looking for a 
job in the Safety or the Shipping industry, but when the opportunity 
at RelyOn Nutec (formerly Falck Safety Services) came up, it 
interested me and I soon became very enthusiastic about safety.

Before I started working for RelyOn Nutec, I was not aware of the 
key role the Shipping industry plays in the Dutch economy. It is 
fascinating to see the challenges across the industries we work 
amongst and it is great that we can help our customer’s operate in a 
safe way through the training courses and solutions we offer.

As part of my role for our corporate social responsibility programme, 
I give presentations to children to help them make a choice for their 
follow-up study. My aim is to inspire them the same way I have been 
inspired by the women I have met in the Maritime industry. It is quite 
difficult to know what you want to become when you are only in the 

first year of secondary school, especially for children that have few role 
models or live in areas where there is high unemployment. I am very 
happy to tell them about the exciting industry I work in and tell them 
how many opportunities it can offer them. In most cases, they are not 
aware of what our industry offers so it’s great to create this awareness.

What value do you see in the WiGS initiative? What would you 
like to see from the WiGS initiative to help progress females in 
the industry? What do you think can we do to help?
I became a member of WISTA (Women’s International Shipping & 
Trading Association) a couple of years ago. I have always had a 
keen interest in the joining of women to progress in society and 
found that WISTA is a network I can rely on. I have seen many fellow 
WISTA members raising questions and immediate actions were 
taken or support was offered through its membership, which is so 
valuable to us all in the industry. With its diverse membership, I think 
WISTA offers a way for strong, successful women in the Maritime 
industry, from ship brokers and lawyers to CEOs, to be visible and I 
hope to find the same in the WiGS initiative. With a common interest 
within an even more of niche sector of shipping, I feel it will help 
us all in progressing ourselves individually whilst demonstrating a 
strong cohort of women working in gas-fuelled shipping.

How have you or your organisation worked with SGMF 
concerning the safe and sustainable use of gas as a marine fuel?
One of my colleagues, who is also responsible for the 

development of the STCW IGF Basic and Advanced Training 
for RelyOn Nutec, is in close contact with SGMF. We use the 
SGMF guidelines in our IGF training courses and we are also 
active members of work group 16 (LNG fuelled vessels in a port 
environment - Assessment Zone). We have in the past also 
assisted to emergency response related queries from the SGMF 
membership.

How do you feel this sector has embraced the talent and 
value of women? 
Women networking associations, like WiGS and WISTA, show that 
there are powerful and successful women in the shipping industry. 
I am seeing more and more women in the top management of 
maritime organisations, this shows the progression of women 
becoming more valued and appreciated for their knowledge and 
skills. I still think the numbers need to increase so there is more of 
a balance between men and women in the industry, but I hope this 
will rise in the coming years.

What excites you or interests you most about this industry 
and how does this motivate you?
The immense size of the vessels that cross our oceans really 
impresses me. I am really excited about the innovations 
within the industry, particularly the maritime energy transition 
to cleaner fuels, and the changes this will bring in the safety 
training they will require.  
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