
Only three years ago, ÉNESTAS was 
established in Mexico City with six 
employees on a mission to deliver high 
quality LNG, wherever natural gas pipe-
lines are unavailable. Fast forward to 
2020, the team has grown to over 100 
and the company has multiple offices 
across Mexico and North America.

Today, ÉNESTAS serves the industri-
al, mining, power generation and 
transportation sectors, and has great 
aspirations for providing LNG to the 
maritime industry in the near future.

Why did ÉNESTAS join SGMF?
SGMF has extensive technical knowl-
edge, and we are certain that our 
membership in this highly esteemed 
association will provide us with the op-
portunity to work with other members 
to deliver LNG solutions in the marine 
industry.

We have the potential to become a 
main supplier to the marine sector for 
LNG, and support bunkering demand 
along the Mexican and U.S. coastlines. 

What is ÉNESTAS doing to 
promote / endorse the use of 
gas as fuel in the marine 
industry?
We are very active participants in a wide 
variety of networking events and associ-
ations in the marine industry.

We are working closely with those 
potential customers to develop low-cost 
trials, and we are on hand to take them 
through the LNG conversion process, 
every step of the way.

How does ÉNESTAS support 
the distribution and use of 
gas as fuel in Mexico and  
the US?
We are continuously developing new 
distribution routes to deliver LNG in a 
fast and safe way.

We have built the first dual LNG and 
liquid ethane terminal in Mexico, and 
we will continue to build more termi-
nals in Mexico and the U.S. In order to 
achieve sustainable maritime trans-
port, we can provide the necessary 
infrastructure and support to supply 
LNG as marine fuel to fleets of vessels 
in our regional network.

How will ÉNESTAS achieve 
the aim of developing one of 
the largest natural gas 
distribution networks in 
Mexico?
We have already developed a very 
large distribution network and we 
would like to complement this with 
several port infrastructures required for 
the ships to receive and use LNG as a 
marine fuel.

A lack of LNG infrastructure in Mexico 
is a huge opportunity that we identified 
early on. That was why we created our 
business, to deliver natural gas where 
there are no pipelines. In Mexico, there 
is a very limited natural gas pipeline 
distribution network. Right now, some 
cities and remote areas in Mexico 
either do not have access to natural 
gas or supply is insufficient. For exam-
ple, Texas has more than double the 
pipeline length vs. Mexico.

Therefore, we are continuing to ex-
pand our distribution network in Mex-
ico by investing in LNG infrastructure 
and fuelling stations.

Caio Zapata, CEO of ÉNESTAS shares his  
views on how SGMF membership will  
contribute to ÉNESTAS’ Plan to expand its  
LNG operations further in the marine industry.

Caio Zapata, CEO, ÉNESTAS 
Caio Zapata is an industrial engineer 
with an MBA from IESE, University of 
Navarra. He is the CEO of ÉNESTAS, 
which holds one of the largest LNG 
distribution networks in Mexico.
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How does ÉNESTAS support 
the supply of gas at ports?
We take advantage of our natural gas 
inland infrastructure to support LNG 
distribution to any port. The building 
of more mobile and fixed LNG solu-
tions will help us to reach ports in the 
Mexican and Southern U.S. coastlines. 
Those terminals may service ferries, 
cruise ships, and other ocean-going 
vessels in the future.

We offer different types of supply to our 
customers, including truck to ship, ship 
to ship, and full terminal to ship.

What would ENESTAS hope 
to achieve in the next 5-10 
years?
We would like to become one of the 
main LNG suppliers for the maritime 
industry in North America. We will 
continue to invest heavily in distribu-
tion and infrastructure assets as well 
as partnerships with key suppliers of 
equipment and ships that use LNG.

We look forward to entering into the 
different areas of Mexican and U.S 
states where natural gas is not avail-
able. Our longer-term objective is to 
expand into other countries where we 
can fill the gap in LNG infrastructure.

Anything else you would like 
to share
Our biggest challenge at ÉNESTAS is that 
LNG is a new concept that few people 
and companies in Mexico have heard 
of. However, we are working hard to 
educate on what LNG is, how it works, 
and its benefits. Most of our work to-
date has been educating customers, 
especially since there are certain safety 
measures they need to comply with.

In the U.S., while natural gas is 
abundant, its adoption as fuel by 
the marine industry has been slow. 
Albeit, we are preparing ourselves to 
help handle this when green, blue, 
and brown water ships embrace this 
clean fuel.

ÉNESTAS will definitely continue to 
promote and facilitate the use of LNG 
as a marine fuel.

On behalf of SGMF, Caio Zapata, thank you for your time.

If you would like to participate in a future Membership Interview please send an email to office@sgmf.info.
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