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Message from the General Manager
During these uncertain times, we thought it was an ideal time to
get a message out to all of our members. Like many, here at
the Secretariat we will continue but online, so we will be working
as usual just at a distance for the time being. Given what is
currently happening across the globe we were fortunate
enough to have held our board in Qatar at the beginning of
March, and although this one was partly virtual, the exchange of
ideas to help the Society continue to move forward were
forthcoming.
Our membership continues to grow which only underlines our
message that the use of LNG and everything that goes with it, is
the only compliant available solution available now for shipping.
This month you will see the release of our much-anticipated
video, which I hope further distributes the consistent message

we have collated. We would like to encourage you to use it and
distribute it as you need.
Publications are also continuing to be produced, and this year we
will initiate a user group for members to compare and contrast
experience of operating our variety of gas fuelled ships.
Gas Fest 2020 is inevitably postponed until November 4th and
5th, and it is well advanced in terms of planning. A six-month
delay, should, I hope to see us clear to press the play button and
resume with the programme. Until then enjoy the lack of
travelling and please do continue to provide unprecedented
workgroup feedback, we are currently getting as you all have so
much review time available.
MARK BELL, General Manager

SGMF video
We have now released a video explaining why Liquified Natural
Gas (LNG) is currently the only viable solution available that can
cut emissions from deep-sea shipping as newer, cleaner options
are developed. The video describes how LNG can provide a
clear pathway to fuels that will enable the industry to meet the
International Maritime Organization’s target to reduce greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions by at least 50% by 2050.

Link to video here. We recommend the video is best viewed
on Chrome or Mozilla Firefox.
An mail is going out to all members with full details and
supporting materials but please feel free to share and use this
video where you appropriate.

Leading the industry using our collective knowledge and experience to help and provide
insightful guidance for safe and responsible use of gas as a commercial marine fuel.
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WORK GROUP

TITLE

STATUS

UPDATE

Hoses

Completed

Published in March: “LNG bunkering with hose
bunker systems: considerations and
recommendations”, ISBN: 978-1-9996669-2-7

WG 9

Methane Number
considerations for
IGF ships

In progress

First draft under review.

WG 10

Shipyard Work Practices In progress
for Drydocking and Safe		
working arrangements

Final comment round on legal review. To be
published end of April.

WG 14

Training & Competence
– Storage and fuel
handling

In progress

First complete draft of second competence
guidelines for tanks, pumps/compressors and
fuel users is under review. Will go to design shortly.

Training material

In progress

Working on future training reference book see below:
Volume 1 on fundamentals is nearing a complete
first draft.

WG 6.3

Volume 2 on tanks, pumps/compressors and fuel
users is under development and well advanced.
Preparation of Volume 3 on bunkering likely to start
during the next quarter.

IMO Update
All meetings at IMO, EU and others are on hold until further notice. We are prepared for them to resume when the time comes but, in the
meantime, we don’t anticipate a change in the agendas, just a change to the calendars.

New publications
The outputs from Working Groups 6.3 – “LNG
bunkering with hose bunker systems: considerations
and recommendations” and 10 – “Shipyard Work
Practices Working for Drydocking and Safe working
arrangements“ have been completed and we will
aim to enter the physical publication stage by end of
April. The books should arrive on your desks in May,
however, due to the current pandemic outbreak
there might be a change to a later date.

“LNG bunkering with hose bunker systems:
considerations and recommendations” is already
available via the member portal (Library /
Publications) for download. Non-members can
pre-order them from our shop at:
https://www.sgmf.info/shop
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member interview

Caio Zapata, CEO of ÉNESTAS shares his
views on how SGMF membership will
contribute to ÉNESTAS’ Plan to expand its
LNG operations further in the marine industry.
Only three years ago, ÉNESTAS was
established in Mexico City with six
employees on a mission to deliver high
quality LNG, wherever natural gas pipelines are unavailable. Fast forward to
2020, the team has grown to over 100
and the company has multiple offices
across Mexico and North America.
Today, ÉNESTAS serves the industrial, mining, power generation and
transportation sectors, and has great
aspirations for providing LNG to the
maritime industry in the near future.

trials, and we are on hand to take them
through the LNG conversion process,
every step of the way.

How does ÉNESTAS support
the distribution and use of
gas as fuel in Mexico and
the US?

We are continuously developing new
distribution routes to deliver LNG in a
fast and safe way.

Why did ÉNESTAS join SGMF?

We have the potential to become a
main supplier to the marine sector for
LNG, and support bunkering demand
along the Mexican and U.S. coastlines.

We are very active participants in a wide
variety of networking events and associations in the marine industry.
We are working closely with those
potential customers to develop low-cost

How will ÉNESTAS achieve
the aim of developing one
of the largest natural gas
distribution networks in
Mexico?

We have already developed a very
large distribution network and we
would like to complement this with
several port infrastructures required for
the ships to receive and use LNG as a
marine fuel.

SGMF has extensive technical knowledge,and we are certain that our
membership in this highly esteemed
association will provide us with the
opportunityto work with other members to deliver LNG solutions in the
marine industry.

What is ÉNESTAS doing to
promote / endorse the use
of gas as fuel in the marine
industry?

We have built the first dual LNG and
liquid ethane terminal in Mexico, and
we will continue to build more terminals in Mexico and the U.S. In order to
achieve sustainable maritime transport, we can provide the necessary
infrastructure and support to supply
LNG as marine fuel to fleets of vessels
in our regional network.

Caio Zapata, CEO, ÉNESTAS
Caio Zapata is an industrial engineer
with an MBA from IESE, University of
Navarra. He is the CEO of ÉNESTAS,
which holds one of the largest LNG
distribution networks in Mexico.

A lack of LNG infrastructure in Mexico
is a huge opportunity that we identified
early on. That was why we created our
business, to deliver natural gas where
there are no pipelines. In Mexico, there
is a very limited natural gas pipeline
distribution network. Right now, some
cities and remote areas in Mexico
either do not have access to natural
gas or supply is insufficient. For example, Texas has more than double the
pipeline length vs. Mexico.
Therefore, we are continuing to expand our distribution network in Mexico by investing in LNG infrastructure
and fuelling stations.

How does ÉNESTAS support
the supply of gas at ports?

We take advantage of our natural gas
inland infrastructure to support LNG
distribution to any port. The building
of more mobile and fixed LNG solutions will help us to reach ports in the
Mexican and Southern U.S. coastlines.
Those terminals may service ferries,
cruise ships, and other ocean-going
vessels in the future.

Anything else you would like
to share

Our biggest challenge at ÉNESTAS is that
LNG is a new concept that few people
and companies in Mexico have heard
of. However, we are working hard to
educate on what LNG is, how it works,
and its benefits. Most of our work todate has been educating customers,
especially since there are certain safety
measures they need to comply with.

In the U.S., while natural gas is
abundant, its adoption as fuel by
the marine industry has been slow.
Albeit, we are preparing ourselves to
help handle this when green, blue,
and brown water ships embrace this
clean fuel.
ÉNESTAS will definitely continue to
promote and facilitate the use of LNG
as a marine fuel.

We offer different types of supply to our
customers, including truck to ship, ship
to ship, and full terminal to ship.

What would ENESTAS hope
to achieve in the next 5-10
years?

We would like to become one of the
main LNG suppliers for the maritime
industry in North America. We will
continue to invest heavily in distribution and infrastructure assets as well
as partnerships with key suppliers of
equipment and ships that use LNG.
We look forward to entering into the
different areas of Mexican and U.S
states where natural gas is not available. Our longer-term objective is to
expand into other countries where we
can fill the gap in LNG infrastructure.

On behalf of SGMF, Caio Zapata, thank you for your time.
If you would like to participate in a future Membership Interview please send an email to office@sgmf.info.

Interviews are shared with members, press contacts and uploaded onto our website for maximum publicity.

Join us now at:

www.sgmf.info
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Originally inspired by the IMO’s 2019 theme
of ‘Empowering Women in Maritime’ the
Society continues to recognise and honour
the women within the sector who are
driving change in the gas-fuelled sector.
The original feature, which you can read
here, attracted a lot of media attention
including a full page in final edition of
TradeWinds 2019. This honoured the
following women:
Dr Alexandra Ebbinghaus, Maritime
Strategic Project Lead – Shell
Alisa L. Praskovich, Manager, Business
Development – Crowley LNG
Andrea Gay, General Manager, Gas –
Keppel Offshore and Marine
Ann Halford, Principal Specialist – DNV GL

Soizic Le Goff, Vice-President
in charge of H2@Trains &
Ports, Hydrogen Business Unit – ENGIE

Anna Garcia, Global Head of
Communications – WinGD

Sylvia Tervoort, Salvage Master - SMIT
Salvage

Banu Kannu, GM, Marketing – Wärtsilä
Corporation

Xiao Le Koh, Senior Manager
(Transformation) – Maritime and Port
Authority of Singapore

Claudia Beumer, Sales & Marketing
Manager – Wärtsilä Gas Solutions
Fabiola Hernandez, HSEQ & Technical
Director – Total Marine Fuels Global
Solutions
Florence Perouas, Deputy Harbour Master,
Grand Port Maritime de Marseille
Ina Foo, Senior Manager – Maritime and
Port Authority of Singapore
Karen Higgins, Marine Project Engineer/
USCG Licensed Chief Engineer – Shell
Kati Keto, Project Manager – Gasum Oy
Margaret Kaigh Doyle, Senior Maritime
Consultant – Eagle LNG Partners
Marta Ponis, Project Manager New
Building & Technical – Stolt Tankers BV
Maud Rijsdijk-Eijgendaal, Business
Manager LNG, Bunkering & Cruise – Port of
Rotterdam
Sarah Rollings, Project Manager, LNG for
Marine Fuel – Shell
Sarah Smith, Director, Natural Gas for
Transportation, Renewable Gas Supply and
Regional LNG – FortisBC Energy Inc.

The sectors and roles of our WiGS are
diverse, and together these women are
making great contributions
to their organisations,
SGMF (via participation in
various work groups and
committees), and ultimately
the industry.
Our first profile for 2020 is
Reetta Kaila Technology
and Development
Manager, Renewable
Gases at Wärtsilä. Whilst
studying Microbiology and
Bioprocess Engineering
she realised to help
reduce emissions from
the oil and gas industry it
would be more efficient
to influence the business
from the inside. So, she
switched from pipettes
to wrenches and built
her very first reactor for
hydrogen production in

sea change.

the lab of Industrial Chemistry at Helsinki
University of Technology. You can read her
full story here.
We are continuing this initiative to identify
and make visible the first women in gasfuelled shipping we would like to hear
from more women in the sector and grow
the WiGS community. If you would like to
nominate yourself or someone within your
organisation, please contact us by email to
krishna@sgmf.info
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Membership update
The Society are pleased to welcome five new members during the first quarter of 2020, bringing our membership up to 150.
Welcome to the Society…

Don’t forget you can meet them “virtually” via the Members Directory on the website.

Events Calendar
For the most up-to-date details of SGMF meetings and industry events that the Society is supporting please refer to the Events
calendar on the website: www.sgmf.info/events

Upcoming meetings / events:
POSTPONED, New dates TBC
7th Environmental Committee – Marseille,
France
kindly hosted by CMA CGM

8th – 10th September 2020

October 2020

Gastech – Singapore
Find out more here.

SGMF Board Meeting
SGMF AGM and Members Forum –
Singapore
kindly co-hosted by Maritime Port Authority of
Singapore and Gas Technology Development
PTE Ltd

8th – 10th September 2020
HTW7 Meetings, IMO, London
14th – 18th September 2020

POSTPONED, New dates TBC

CCC7 Meetings, IMO, London

13th Technical Committee – Barcelona,
Spain
kindly hosted by Carnival plc

22nd – 23rd September 2020
World Hydrogen Conference – Paris, France
For more info visit this page.

6th – 9th October 2020
SIBCON, Resorts World Sentosa, Singapore
4 – 5 November 2020
Gas Fest, Barcelona, Spain

4 – 5 November

29th June – 1st July 2020
CMA Shipping, Hilton Stamford, Connecticut
More information available on the event website.

19th – 23th October 2020
MEPC76 Meetings, IMO, London

2020

Barcelona, Spain

We look forward to seeing you at an SGMF meeting or forum soon.

Follow our latest news and updates on:

www.sgmf.info

