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Leading the industry using our collective knowledge and experience to help and provide  
insightful guidance for safe and responsible use of gas as a commercial marine fuel.

MARK BELL, General Manager

As 2019 draws to a close, no doubt many of you will be aware 
of the International Maritime Organization’s World Maritime Day 
theme for the year was ‘Empowering Women in Maritime’.  In 
honour of the theme the Society has produced a special feature 
to recognise the women within our membership that are making 
great contributions to, and driving change, in gas-fuelled 
shipping. These women have been helping their organisations, 
SGMF and ultimately the industry to make the massive transition 
away from heavy fuel oils to cleaner gaseous fuels ahead of IMO 
2020 and beyond. I would like to encourage you to take time and 
read the article which can be found here. 

Women in Gas- 
fuelled Shipping 

January 2020 is almost here, and now the yellow mist has 
receded everyone can see the carbon elephant in the regulatory 
room. It is fair to say that if we were only now starting to fill in the 
regulatory gaps for LNG, as a marine fuel at least,  we would 
be too late. Many of us know the pros and cons of the other 
candidate fuels coming onto the table. It is important we quickly 
lay these out from a practical perspective at least as making direct 
jumps whilst not possible now perhaps we can lay out that road 
map in a responsible way whilst answering many basic questions 
along the way, these include, safety, toxicity, fire protection and 
how these need to be addressed. As more and more ships now 
come online it is important to keep updating those guidelines 
based upon best operational practice now being carried out.  
We are pleased to able to share best practice for which many of 
our members are pioneering and optimising, for  bunkering in 
particular, in the name of safety and often efficiency.

I see three parts of the equation to reduce emissions for shipping 
– fuel, propulsion and operation. In terms of a 2050 target there is 
currently no perfect fuel and the more time we spend now looking 
for it, will only prolong the decision to do nothing. More needs to 
be done on the other gaseous fuels for the roadmap but there 
is much more to be had from the propulsion and operational 
contributions, and this is something high on our agenda for 2020.

 SGMF has made progress on regulatory matters both with the 
IMO and EU in 2019, and certainly the EC will continue to provide 
the headline statements on Emissions and methane slip to the 
right audiences. No doubt the LCA study has indeed been the 
milestone report, with now over 1300 downloads from significant 
individuals and organisations. We know the score with LNG and 
hope other fuels are compared and analysed in the same  way.

At the secretariat we know we are only as good as our members 
and the input at all levels this year has been tremendous. It 
pushes us to collate and produce the quality publications and 
outputs we do, so my thanks to all of you for the input and my 
thanks to the SGMF team for pulling it all together.
 

2020 will see the return Gas Fest, a unique event, 
by the industry – for the industry. We are extremely 
pleased to inform you that it will do so under the 
wing of SGMF, so please save the date, 30 June –  
1 July, Barcelona, More details to follow in the new 

year but I would encourage you to register early, and to bring your 
customers to hear the reality about what this industry has to offer.

With that I wish you all a peaceful and happy holiday season 
and let’s look forward to this industry really moving in 2020.

Message from the General Manager

https://www.sgmf.info/posts/sgmf-honours-women-in-gas-fuelled-shipping-in-special-feature
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SGMF Member Forums 
SGMF Forums offer a great opportunity for our members to network, learn more about developments in the industry and 
enable members to propose a presentation on a relevant topic. 

Asia Members Forum 
Our third Forum of the year was held in 
October in Malaysia and was kindly hosted 
by PETRONAS. We welcomed over 80 
attendees at the Forum which was held 
at the Kuala Lumpur Convention Center. 
Presentations were delivered by PETRONAS, 
DNV GL, Eastport Marine Sdn Bhd, China 
Classification Society, LNG Marine Fuel 
Institute, Pavilion Energy and FueLNG all 
of which generated healthy discussions. 
Attendees were then invited to take a tour of 
the PETRONAS Twin Towers. A special thanks 
to M. Rafe Ramli and the whole team at 
PETRONAS for organising the event.

Following on from the Members Forum, the 
Society talked to M Hanafi Jamal, Head 
of Fleet Management, PETRONAS LNG 
from the Gas and New Energy Business of 
PETRONAS about the company’s aspiration, 
activities and recent developments in the 
LNG sector, why they believe that LNG 
is the fuel of the future and the value on 
becoming an SGMF member.

Read the full interview here 

M Hanafi  Jamal, Head of Fleet Management, PETRONAS LNG

SGMF provides a good 

platform for the sharing 

of knowledge and expertise 

in ensuring standardisation 

of safe practices and 

effective knowhow 
in handling gas 
fuel by the 
industry.

https://www.sgmf.info/posts/m-hanafi-jamal-head-of-fleet-management-petronas-lng-talks-to-sgmf-on-why-they-believe-that-lng-is-the-fuel-of-the-future-and-the-value-on-becoming-an-sgmf-member
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European Forum & AGM  Safety and standards in the spotlight in Rotterdam 
As one of the first maritime hubs to 
establish an LNG bunkering framework, 
Rotterdam was a fitting location for this 
year’s last European Members’ Forum 
and AGM. Attended by over 90 members 
and guests, the Forum was very kindly 
co-hosted by Anthony Veder and Port of 
Rotterdam at the STC’s Group headquarters 
a meeting designed to help define SGMF’s 
future agenda as well as updating 
members on progress in 2019.

Rotterdam’s experience highlights both the 
opportunities and the challenges that lie 
ahead for gas as a marine fuel. The port 
– which handles around one million ship 
movements a year – is about to license its 
eighth LNG bunkering vessel and currently 
hosts 2-3 ship-to-ship transfers each week. 
That is expected to increase as the first 
gas-fuelled cruise ships and container 
vessels head for Rotterdam in 2020.

Further developments to Rotterdam’s 
LNG safety framework – notably the new 
concept of certifying ‘LNG ready’ terminals 
to streamline bunkering approval - will help 
Rotterdam accommodate the anticipated 
growth in gas fuelling activity. That 
framework, incidentally, will also help the 
port prepare for the bunkering of future 
fuels. Cees Boon explained to delegates 
that the Port of Rotterdam had developed a 
‘marine fuel gap analysis tool’ based on its 
experiences with LNG fuel that will allow it 
to establish rules for new fuels quicker.

But Rotterdam is also among the first 
locations to face the limitations of LNG as a 
clean fuel. The Netherlands has committed 
to reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
by 49% by 2030 – and with the port area 

counting for nearly 20% of the country’s 
emissions profile, the national target 
depends on effective action in Rotterdam. 
As Port of Rotterdam, CEO, Allard Castelein 
explained at the event, “The IMO was 
wrong to disassociate itself from the global 
goal of being carbon neutral by 2050…You 
need to ask yourself what more you can do 
to help achieve that goal”.

The emissions performance of LNG 
(especially the hot topic of methane slip) 
was met head-on in the environmental 
workshop in which delegates discussed 
the future agenda for SGMF. Our Principal 
Environmental Advisor, Sjaak Klap, led 
the environmental workshop, where 
debate focused on how best to tackle 
concerns over methane emissions. The 
group reached an understanding that 
measuring methane could be a good first 
step in showing the sincere efforts that the 
industry, particularly engine makers, were 
taking to reduce slippage.

The point was debated in depth when 
the environmental workshop presented 
its findings in the afternoon. John Hartley 
from Wärtsilä argued that the big benefits 
of LNG on local air pollution should not 
be forgotten amidst the greenhouse gas 
debate. Meanwhile Claudia Beumer, 
also of Wärtsilä, made another strong 
argument.

“LNG is a door opener,” she said, noting that 
experience with the fuel will lead to the use 
of cleaner fuels like bio-LNG and synthetic 
LNG, which can be dropped into and 
eventually replace fossil-derived LNG while 
using the same infrastructure. “But without 
LNG, there will be no others,” she added.

In the technical workshop, our Senior 
Technical Advisor Gianpaolo Benedetti 
asked LNG fuel users, suppliers and 
equipment companies to consider solutions 
to their biggest challenge. Surprisingly, 
users and suppliers identified the same 
key concern: compatibility. Fuel suppliers 
accepted that equipment standardisation 
was unlikely, but Sarah Collings from Shell 
suggested that various elements of concern 
- including compatible manifold locations 
and standards, moorings, dynamic 
positioning requirements and terminal 
connections - could be harmonised so that 
shipyards could be handed a ‘compatibility 
pack’ with which to check if vessels 
matched expectations. Tom Strang of 
Carnival Corp added that fuel users were 
also looking for a standardised approach, 
but one that did not squeeze out innovation 
from equipment suppliers and shipbuilders.

Suppliers united to work through technical 
suggestions for reducing the turnaround 
time of bunkering. They identified 
several areas in which progress could 
accelerate bunkering, including approvals, 
procedures, equipment, moorings and 
disconnection technologies.

Delegates participating in the training and 
competence workshop were tasked with 
answering some key questions about the 
state of LNG training. Our Principal Technical 
Advisor, David Haynes found a “spectrum 
of understanding” about whether current 
training requirements were clear and 
sufficient. In some specialist areas there 
was a clear need for greater competency, 
including repair and dry docking as well 
as emergency response. Training for other 
gas fuels was another area also mentioned 
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European Forum & AGM Continued 

by delegates – as David pointed out, 
SGMF stands for gas as a marine, not just 
LNG. Beyond the training syllabus itself, 
delegates raised the question of whether 
the way in which training is assessed 
should also be standardised to ensure 
higher capabilities among crew.

A visit to one of the simulator rooms at 
STC’s academy led to a lively discussion 
on the need to harmonise LNG training 
simulation. Most simulators are set up 
to replicate one particular type of vessel, 
many delegates noted, meaning that crew 
may not be simulator trained on the vessel 
they actually go on to use.

SGMF’s role in developing safety and 
standardisation was highlighted by Jan 
Valkier, CEO of multi-gas ship owner 
Anthony Veder, which co-hosted the Forum 
– including a warm welcome reception at 
its headquarters the previous evening.

“If we have safety incidents, we will have a 
hard time growing the LNG fuel business 
further,” he said. “The standardisation of 
safety regulations that SGMF has helped 
start around the world has helped and I 
hope this conference will further emphasise 
this aspect.”

Safety will be particularly important as the 
shipping industry begins to look towards 
other gas fuels beyond LNG, said Björn van 
de Weerdhof, Manager, Business & Fleet 
Development, Anthony Veder. He outlined 
the company’s transition from a company 
carrying gas to one using it as fuel across 
its fleet. The company is now looking further 
towards futureproofing vessels by, for 
example, extending onboard electrification, 

which will prepare ships for zero-emission 
power sources.

“LNG will be part of the future, but other 
fuels are coming,” he said. “We should 
embrace it and make sure we have 
guidance similar to that in place for LNG to 
make new fuels safe and workable.”

The Forum also provided an opportunity 
to hold our Annual General Meeting. Our, 
General Manager, Mark Bell reported 
that our membership had grown to 
148 organisations, spanning a ‘well to 
wake’ representation of the industry 
from molecule owners to ship operators. 
Further growth is expected from Asian 
and American ship owners, Mark said. 
Meanwhile, the Society is preparing to 
move its jurisdiction from Bermuda to the 
Isle of Man next year.

If the workshops highlighted the continuing 
need for SGMF to continue developing 
standards for the safe use of gas fuel, so 
too did the list of publications and working 
group outcomes expected in the next 
few months, including our guidelines on 
Shipyard Work Practices for Drydocking 
and Safe Working Arrangements, on  LNG 
bunkering with hose bunker systems: 
considerations and recommendations , 
as well as the conclusion of our working 
group on methane number considerations 
for IGF ships.

A further example of how the developing 
LNG fuel market is driving new demand 
for safety standards was provided by 
discussion about mooring requirements. 
Ports currently require both bunkering and 
receiving vessels to be secured with rope 

moorings. But several delegates suggested 
that bunker vessels equipped with dynamic 
positioning could fulfil the task just as safely 
as moored vessels. Crucially, they could 
also do it quicker and potentially with a 
wider operational window.

Cees Boon of Port of Rotterdam addressed 
the comments from the floor, noting that 
dynamic positioning and other alternative 
forms of mooring (for example magnetic 
and vacuum-sealed) could be allowable in 
the future. But ports considerations must 
go beyond just risk assessments, he said; 
authorities must also consider political and 
perception issues around solutions that 
remove visible safety measures.

The discussion about mooring 
requirements hints at more safety and 
standardisation work beyond those areas 
outlined explicitly during the workshops and 
the AGM update. Standardisation is needed 
not just in safety frameworks across ports 
but also in vessel configurations and 
bunkering procedures – as highlighted 
by the compatibility concerns of both 
LNG users and suppliers. Consistency 
in training – or more specifically in how 
training is assessed - is also important. And 
as new gas fuels emerge, there is a clear 
demand to apply a similar approach to the 
development of consistent guidelines to 
encourage their uptake.

As Mark Bell concluded, any SGMF 
publication is only 80% complete without 
the input and experience of those using 
them. The dialogue in Rotterdam will 
ensure that the safety frameworks and 
standards supporting the marine gas fuel 
market continue to advance and improve.

https://www.sgmf.info/library
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LNG as Fuel: Focus on the Netherlands
The Netherlands is a progressive country 
when it comes to new technologies, and 
LNG as marine fuel is no different. Home 
to Europe’s LNG hub and a myriad of 
SGMF members who are enabling the 
progression LNG as marine fuel, advancing 
its use by the global fleet. 

Dutch ports are the epicentre of LNG 
bunkering. Offering the infrastructure 
required for LNG bunkering and with the 
ability to incentivise vessels that use cleaner 
fuels, they play a huge role in supporting 
the industry’s use of LNG as fuel in Europe. 

The Port of Amsterdam is a frontrunner 
when it comes to facilitating the use of 
cleaner marine fuels. They were one of the 
initiators of the LNG working group on LNG 
fuelled vessels in 2012 under the World 
Port Climate Initiative and the International 
Association of Ports and Harbors. Since 
2017, the port has chaired this working 
group, transforming it into the working 
group on Clean Marine Fuels. 

The port also encourages LNG as fuel 
use via the Environmental Shipping Index 
and Green Award programs by means 
of offering incentives on port dues, with 
vessels that use LNG as a fuel, receiving 
an extra incentive on top of that already 
offered. 

The port does not have small- or large-
scale LNG storage in the port (except for 
a small-scale storage for trucks fuelling), 
therefore, LNG capacity at the port depends 
on the capacity of the bunker vessels 
availability. LNG for the bunker vessels is 
obtained at the Port of Rotterdam GATE 
terminal and at the Port of Zeebrugge 
Fluxys terminal.

In 2013, the port built its “Green Quay” for 
LNG truck to ship bunker operations. Since 
2019, SGMF member Titan LNG’s bunker 
vessel Flexfueler 001 has been operational 
and licensed to operate throughout 
Amsterdam-Rotterdam-Antwerp (ARA) in 
the ports and has its home base in the 
Port of Amsterdam. This bunkering vessel 
can bunker seagoing vessels at their 
terminal berth and is able to bunker inland 

vessels at the Titan LNG home berth. The 
Port of Amsterdam also report that other 
LNG bunker operators are in the process 
of obtaining a license to commence 
operations in the future.

The Flexfueler 001 was the first LNG 
bunkering barge introduced in North 
West Europe for the ARA region which is 
designed to be able to deliver a variety of 
receiving vessels. The FlexFueler itself acts 
as a catalyst for increasing demand in LNG 
by giving vessels access to LNG delivery 
in sheltered ports and act as catalyst for 
the increasing demand for LNG as fuel.  
Titan LNG say that the FlexFueler model is 
proven by now and it can facilitate LNG 
deliveries in other ports as well, acting as 
a steppingstone for emerging bunking 
demand by providing a delivery solution that 
is attractive in terms of OPEX and CAPEX.

The design of Titan LNG FlexFueler001 was 
carefully considered for the LNG industry 
but resemble conventional bunkering very 
much. Since commencing operations in 
June 2019, it has unlocked access to safe 
and quick LNG delivery in the ARA region.

Due to its attractive pricing and operational 
costs, and due to being an easy solution to 
roll out further, Titan quickly committed to 
the chartering of a second, larger bunker 
barge FlexFueler002. Due to be ready to 
deliver LNG bunkers at the end of 2020 
throughout the ARA region with a base of 
Antwerp, which further improved the supply 
capabilities of Titan LNG throughout the 
entire ARA region. Titan LNG has performed 
the biggest bunkerings to-date in various 
locations such as Sumatra, Gibraltar and 
Cabo Verde by chartered small scale LNG 
carrier that was adapted to be able to 
perform safe bunkering transfers. This is an 
illustration of Titan LNG’s commitment  
to progressing the use of LNG as a  
marine fuel.

Since Titan LNG started supplying LNG 
to industrial clients in 2013, their LNG 
bunkering business has expanded 
exponentially. In a next step to progress 
LNG use as a fuel, Titan LNG’s large LNG 

bunker FlexBarge will have 8000Cbm 
capacity to accommodate growing 
demand and larger required drop sizes as 
well as filling up the FlexFuelers. 

In addition to developing tailored solutions 
to facilitate demand from LNG powered 
vessel making the bunkering as easy 
as possible, Titan LNG developed the 
Marine LNG Assessment Tool which 
provides insights on the business case 
for LNG powered vessels, supporting in 
the decision making for ship owners and 
charterers that are considering the use of 
LNG as a new fuel.

The tool illustrates price difference between 
MGO and LNG, enabling the calculation 
back to energy equivalent and the Return 
on Investment period for the shipping 
company taking into account various 
supply scenarios such as TtS and StS in 
different ports. The output data is presented 
in an easy to read report that can be used 
as reference material for the decision-
making process to go for LNG or not.“

SGMF Member, The Port of Rotterdam 
is the home of one of the leading LNG 
terminals in Europe – GATE TERMINAL, 
which is a joint venture between Gasunie 
and Vopak.  Here, the import and export 
of LNG takes place on a large scale. With 
three jetties, GATE terminal has excellent 
nautical facilities to accommodate all 
types of LNG carriers, from small to large 
and including LNG bunker vessels. There 
are currently three LNG bunker vessels 
available for LNG bunkering in Rotterdam. 
By the end of next year, they expect 
around ten LNG bunker vessels to have a 
licence to operate in the port. 

Ships can bunker ship to ship during 
operations at the port and there is also 
a designated area for truck-to-ship LNG 
bunkering where multiple trucks can 
deliver LNG simultaneously. Further, in 
de Caland Channel they have dolphins 
available with ‘LNG priority’. Here, vessels 
that want to perform LNG bunkering or 
LNG transhipments are prioritised over 
other cargo activities. This project was co-
financed by the European Union.
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According to GATE Terminal, LNG 
throughput volumes increased in the 
first nine months of 2019 as European 
consumption of gas produced in the 
Atlantic region jumped. The facility recorded 
a throughput of 5.49 million tonnes in the 
first nine months of 2019, 46.4 percent 
above the 3.75 million tonnes recorded in 
the same period in 2018. In April this year 
Gate Terminal was close to 1 BCM, which 
is the monthly equivalent of the 12 BCM 
annual capacity. 

Alongside regulatory progressions, the 
Port of Rotterdam is co-investing in LNG 
infrastructure which includes nautical 
investments at GATE terminal. To further 
encourage the use of LNG as marine 
fuel, they are offering attractive incentives 
including the Environmental Ship Index. As 
a next step, they are now looking into the 
possibilities of bio LNG, which they say is 
a logical and essential next step to further 
decarbonise LNG.

The port is also actively involved in 
harmonising standards and best practices 
through collaboration with and participation 
with SGMF and SEA\LNG. 

Ship owners will drive demand for LNG 
bunkering infrastructure at global ports, 
including those located in the Netherlands. 
Dutch gas tanker owner and operator, and 
SGMF member, Anthony Veder took delivery 
of the first ship able to connect the extreme 
worlds of LNG in 2009 – the Coral Methane. 

By offering the concept of a combined 
vessel that can transport LNG, Liquid 
Ethylene Gas (LEG) and Liquid Petrochemical 
Gas (LPG), Anthony Veder made sure that 
charterers where able to grow into their 
small-scale business and offered flexible 
solutions for their LNG trade.  

After her modification into LNG bunker 
vessel, Coral Methane was again 
pioneering and in January 2018 successfully 
bunkered the world’s first LNG Cruise ship, 

acting as a benchmark for the rest of the 
industry to follow suit. 

The resulting impact of the Coral Methane 
on the industry has been colossal.
Anthony Veder told SGMF, when they were 
designing the vessel, the GATE Terminal 
in Rotterdam advised “She would never 
load at Gate terminal since it was intended 
as an import terminal”. However, only a 
few years later Coral Methane had in fact 
loaded her first LNG cargo at Gate’s jetty 3 
shortly after commissioning this berth for 
small scale vessels. 

SGMF member Van Oord Ship 
Management B.V has also championed 
the use of LNG as fuel, introducing the LNG 
powered vessel Werkendam to their fleet 
in May 2019. The combination of an LNG-
powered vessel with the use of power caps 
makes the Werkendam a very sustainable 
vessel. The vessel’s use of power caps 
that absorb the energy when the dredging 
crane load is lowered, so that the energy 
is used when the dredging crane load 
is hoisted, is reducing CO2 emissions 
significantly. 

Further investments in the use of LNG as 
fuel by Van Oord Ship Management include 
the construction of two LNG-powered 
trailing suction hopper dredgers which will 
be delivered in 2021.

Of course, the progression of LNG as fuel 
would not have been so vast without 
the supply of innovative technology. 
For example, the development of a 
sustainable LNG transfer hose for 
offshore and onshore LNG activities by 
SGMF member Gutteling B.V paved the 
road to LNG bunker developments in the 
years after 2010. 

LNG bunkering is conducted at multiple 
places in The Netherlands and in most 
cases, this is done by using LNG transfer 
hoses. Therefore, past investments in the 
development of LNG transfer hoses by 
Gutteling have made LNG bunkering today 
easy reachable and reliable.

By providing a reliable and safe flexible 
connection between two manifolds, the 
hoses support safe and efficient LNG 
transfer. In order to make this happen, 
Gutteling has carried out multiple tests 
on their Multi-LNG White transfer hoses. 
Many of these tests were completed 
to prove that these hoses are highly 
resistant against failures and have strong 
damage tolerance record. With these 
tests Gutteling has proven that LNG 
transfer hoses are always a safe factor 
in the whole transfer system. Even in a 
worst-case scenario, Multi-LNG White 
transfer hoses will not burst. 

Furthermore, mooring and berthing 
systems offered by SGMF member 
Mampaey Offshore Industries play a 
vital role in the LNG eco-system in the 
Netherlands as they can be used for LNG 
applications and safety communication 
links, which are a safety standard for LNG 
bunkering. With this equipment, Mampaey 
guarantees the safe bunkering of LNG 
vessels in the Netherlands and worldwide.
 
For years Mampaey has specialised in 
the safe mooring and berthing of vessels 
with the Quick Release Mooring Hooks, 
which can be fully integrated in their iMoor 
system and part of the iMoor system are 
the Berthing Approach System and the 
Environmental Monitoring System.

Besides the traditional mooring systems, 
Mampaey recently also developed a 
range of Automooring systems for safe 
mooring of ship-to-ship and ship-to-shore 
applications.

Mampaey’s BSL (Bunker Safety Link), 
which is called the intelligent Multi Safety 
Link (iMSL®). This is a next-generation 
LNG safety communication link which is 
applicable for the global LNG distribution 
market, in both the small scale and large 
scale market. 

It also plays an important role in 
maintaining high safety standards in the 
LNG market. The intelligent Multi Safety 
Link is a modular ESD link which can 
be customised with links and modules, 
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to be suitable for different kind of ESD 
applications. 

Mampaey’s ship-to-shore system (SSL) 
transfers an Emergency Shutdown (ESD) 
signal in case of an emergency and is a 
standard safety feature for LNG transfer 
operations. 

In case of an ESD, the ship-to-shore/ship to 
ship iMSL system transfers this ESD through 
different links, and all cargo transfer pumps 
will be stopped and disconnection of 
loading arm or loading hose will take place.

The threat of fire is a risk for LNG terminals. 
Training is an absolute must. LNG is stored 
and transhipped under special physical 
conditions and therefore has characteristics 
that could be dangerous if it is handled by 
incompetent personnel. SGMF member 
RelyOn Nutec Netherlands B.V.  supports 
the LNG ecosystem in The Netherlands 
by sharing our knowledge about the (fire) 
safety of LNG, both on- and offshore, 
through our consultants and trainers.

They provide training for industrial and 
public fire brigades and LNG terminal 
operators, Assessment of emergency 
response planning and Crew training in 
LNG safety during bunkering and LNG fuel 
operations. 

The LNG industry is buoyed by experts 
who offer advice to companies navigating 
option of using LNG as fuel. LNG bunkering 
expert and SGMF member Per Groeneveld, 
through his consultancy firm supports the 
industry’s use of LNG as fuel by sharing 

his expertise and experience. With the 
experience on board of small-scale LNG 
tankers in the rank of Chief Officer, he is 
focussing to get the knowledge of the 
small-scale LNG and LNG bunkering to the 
rest of the market.  

Having initially started working a 
consultant in the field of small-scale LNG 
and LNG bunkering some years ago, 
now Per contributes in different fields. 
As a consultant he joins the biggest 
LNG bunkering operations to guide the 
full process and to help his clients in 
performing a high standard operation. In 
some situations, he joins the bunker vessel 
for specific repair and maintenance work. 
He then takes this practical knowledge 
into the classroom at one of the biggest 
simulator centres of the Rotterdam area. 
When there, he develops and give training 
to new building teams of the cruise industry 
right up to LNG salvage training. 

Alongside all the practical work, he is 
working on software tool called LoadGeni 
for the optimisation and standardisation 
of the liquefied gas market. This start-up 
project is created to solve problems that he 
faced as a chief officer on board of small-
scale gas tankers and to help creating 
a clear standard for this new industry. In 
this way he is trying to use his practical 
experience as a maritime consultant for his 
clients. At the same time, he is focusing on 
helping to create a higher standard in this 
field of the industry.

SGMF member Royal HaskoningDHV’s 

operate as a marine engineering 
consultant, based in the Netherlands and 
their focus within the LNG value chain is 
primarily on the marine facilities. Therefore, 
they describe their role for LNG in The 
Netherlands as being very much ‘niche’. 

They help clients with development of their 
(marine facilities of) LNG terminals, from 
feasibility to detailed design. Their expertise 
helps customers to choose the most suitable 
site and develop the optimal solution for the 
marine facility, while maximising uptime for 
safe navigation and operations. 

LNG vessel emergencies can be assisted 
by salvage companies. In the Netherlands 
region Smit Salvage B.V play and 
essential role by providing emergency 
response, salvage, wreck removal and 
environmental care services from their 
Emergency Response Centre in Rotterdam. 
Smit Salvage are founding members of 
the Society having joined in 2013. Smit 
have played an instrumental role in the 
work group that addressed the concerns 
regarding salvage of gas-fuelled vessels 
which the produced the Technical Guidance 
Notice – Salvage Principles for LNG marine 
fuelled vessels. 

SGMF promote safety and industry best 
practice and encourage training within 
the industry in the use of gas as a marine 
fuel. The organisation currently has 151 
members, 17  of which are located in The 
Netherlands supporting the increased use 
of LNG as fuel in the region. 

New Member to the team     
We recently welcomed a new member to our team – Sjaak Klap. He joined us in November as a part-time 
Principal Environmental Advisor based in the Netherlands. Sjaak studied marine engineering, business 
administration and logistics. Sjaak started his career in the shipping industry and then transferred to other 
industrial sectors, including stainless-steel industries before returning to the shipping industry as Vice President 
Business Development for Spliethoff, an Amsterdam-based shipping company. His responsibilities included 
all aspects of LNG as marine fuel, which resulted in orders for 7 LNG-fuelled short-sea vessels by 2 Spliethoff 
Group subsidiaries in August 2019. He retired from Spliethoff recently and took up his present position at SGMF. 
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Follow our latest news and updates on: 

www.sgmf.info 

Upcoming meetings / events: 

9th January 2020   
Work Group 10 – Helsinki, Finland   
kindly hosted by Wärtsilä 

 

 
28th – 30th January 2020   
8th Global LNG Bunkering Summit –  
Amsterdam, The Netherlands 

https://www.oilandgasiq.com

17th – 21st February 2020    
London, IMO – CCC7 Meetings  

26th – 27th February 2020    
ShipInsight Conference 2020 – London
https://shipinsight.com/conference   

24th – 25th March 2020 
World Hydrogen Conference – Paris, France

30th March – 3rd April 2020     
London, IMO – MEPC75 Meetings 

Spring 2020  
Technical Committee – Europe  
kindly hosted by Carnival plc 

 

Spring 2020
Spring Board Meeting – Doha, Qatar 
kindly hosted by Qatar Gas Transport (NAKILAT) 

30th June – 1st July 2020 
Gas Fest – Barcelona, Spain 
Details to follow in January 2020

Events Calendar

We look forward to seeing you at  
an SGMF meeting or forum soon.

For the most up-to-date details of SGMF meetings and industry events that the Society is supporting please refer to the Events calendar on the 
website: www.sgmf.info/events  

Don’t forget you can meet them “virtually” via the Members Directory on the website.

Membership update
The Society welcomed 11 new members in the last quarter of the year. Total membership is now at 151. The new members are:

“Puget LNG is delighted to join The Society for Gas as a Marine Fuel (SGMF) as its 150th member,” said Jonathan 
Harris, Senior Business Development Manager. “At Puget LNG we are already working on completing our 
Tacoma LNG Facility which will deliver the cleanest fuel choice possible today for shipping and transportation in 
the Puget Sound region and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The knowledge, experience and expertise that 
is contained within the SGMF membership will be of great value to us as we prepare to fuel our first ship in 2021. 
Ensuring that we are using the industry’s best practices and standards through SGMF just makes sense.”

https://www.linkedin.com/company/sgmf
https://twitter.com/SGMF_SeaChange
http://www.sgmf.info
https://www.oilandgasiq.com
https://shipinsight.com/conference
https://www.worldhydrogencongress.com
http://www.sgmf.info/events
http://blackseatraining.com
https://english.hhi.co.kr
https://www.heatmaster.nl
https://www.hapag-lloyd.com/en/home.html
http://www.chartindustries.com
https://www.capitalgas.gr
https://www.electrogas.com.mt
https://www.howerobinson.com
https://www.slng.com.sg/website/index.aspx
https://puget-lng.com

