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Leading the industry using our collective knowledge and experience to help and provide  
insightful guidance for safe and responsible use of gas as a commercial marine fuel.

Dear SGMF Members

There is one word is on everyone’s lips 
in Maritime Regulatory circles right now:  
“Environment”. Having just heard the 
output from the IMO’s MEPC 72 meeting 
in London, we believe that SGMF – now 
in its fifth year of existence – is robustly 
positioned to declare the benefits of gas as 
a marine transport fuel.
 
We know the reductions that gas offers 
are significant in both green house gas 
emissions and local pollutants, but exactly 
how significant these reductions are will 
become much more specific once the Life 
Cycle Analysis we are undertaking from 
ThinkStep (in conjunction with SEA/LNG)  is 
completed this Autumn.
 
In the meantime, 17% CO2 reductions is a 
figure I am extracting from a number of 
studies and whilst this is far from the 50% by 

2050 target – it remains a highly-significant 
contribution to the reductions required. SGMF 
has developed an Environmental Committee 
to ensure we carefully apply the science 
in support of any declaration the industry 
makes as a whole, so watch this space. 

During April (and following the 16th Board 
meeting for SGMF) the Society took the 
opportunity to hold its second Members 
Forum of the year – this time for Northern 
European members in sunny Haugesund, 
Norway. With nearly 70 attendees, it was a 
very well attended meeting. We would like 
to thank Knutsen OAS Shipping for kindly 
hosting the meetings and the following 
people / organisations for their support in 
providing material which was all very well 
received by the audience: 

• Hans Tveitaskog, Technical Director 
(Knutsen OAS Shipping)

• Dr. Gerd-Michael Wuersig, Business 
Director Alternative Fuels (DNV GL)

• Martin Cato Pettersen, LNG Technology 
Specialist (Skangas)  

• Oscar Kallerdahl, Vice President - LNG 
Systems (Rolls Royce Marine)

The presentations are now available for 
members to download from the Portal 
Library. 

The following day, attendees were treated 
to two site visits. One was on-board an  
LNG fuelled ferry with a tour of the engine 
rooms and bridge, and the second visit 
was to an ancient Viking settlement 
reminding us of what a great maritime 
history Norway has. Thanks again to the 
Knutsen team for the arrangements.

MARK BELL, General Manager
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Norway forum & site visits
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Summary from Workshops
Mark Bell (General Manager) – 
environmental matters are important 
to us all whilst for maritime they are 
wide reaching and extremely sensitive.  
Judging by the lively debate amongst 
members that was the message I took 
for these the groups who all took the 
opportunity to explore the consequences 
of the issues facing maritime and its 
quest to reduce emissions.  SGMF is firmly 
established to ensure safety and best 
practice in the use of gas and other low 
flashpoint fuels, however, it is now also 
becoming able to provide authoritative 
and referenced science to underline the 
benefits.  We will carefully compile a short 
animated video this year that members 
can use to help us clearly convey the 
message we have as an Industry group.

Gianpaolo Benedetti (Senior Technical 
Advisor) – the progress and ongoing work 
of Work Group 6 “Essential Functional 
Requirements for Bunkering” was 
presented during the forum workshop. The 
Work Group team is currently developing 
guidance for “Flexible Hoses Handling”, 
“Emergency Shootdown (ESD)” and 
“Manifold Arrangements”. The attendees 
had the opportunity to ask questions on 
the work done, share ideas and provide 
feedback and suggestions. Work Group 
6 is one of the Society’s long-lasting work 
group, tasked to address concerns and 
requirements for components and systems 
involved in the bunkering operation. The 
group is always looking for new members 
to join and bring their expertise and 
specific technical matter.

Andrew Brown (TC Chairman) &  
Krishna Ruparelia (Operations Manager) 
– attendees were given a live Demo of the 
Member Portal with all it’s functions and they 
had the opportunity to make suggestions for 
future development.

Following suggestions directly from this 
Workshop future development will include 
a search function in the Workgroups area 
and an option to update and manage your 
preferences for different types of email 
updates. As part of our commitment to 
continually develop the portal we are always 
looking feedback from Members – drop us an 
email with your suggestions: office@sgmf.info. 

Members are reminded to use Chrome or 
Mozilla Firefox browsers for the best experience 
of the SGMF website / Member Portal.
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Technical Update
Work Group 6.0 – Essential Functional Requirements [EFR]
This group is developing requirements for all of the  equipment and systems between the two tanks associated with bunkering 
transfer systems.

Work Group 6.1 – QCDC 
Marine LNG Bunkering Quick Connect/ Disconnect Couplings – output complete and available in the SGMF Member Library.

Work Group 6.2 – Control and ESD  Guidance in writing process (due by autumn 2018)

Work Group 6.3 – Flexible Hoses  Recently formed 

Work Group 6.4 – Manifold Arrangements  Guidance review (due by autumn 2018)

Work Group 6.5 – soon to come…

Work Group 9.0 - Methane Number considerations for IGF ships 
Work Group 10.0  Shipyard Work Practices for Drydocking and Safe working
The formation of Working Groups 9 and 10 is taking longer that expected as we are all busy with projects no doubt.  The 
secretariat strongly encourages members to engage here to provide the specific expertise required to provide the progress 
and input for the groups. Additional engine manufacturers are required for WG9 and shipyards for WG10 please. Attempts to 
resolve this situation are ongoing.

Steering Group 11.0 - Life Cycle Analysis of GHG and local pollutants for IGF shipping
One of the new groups under the Environmental Committee this is a small group that will provide Governance from SGMF of 
the LCA we undertaking. Thanks to Carnival, Shell, Total, Port of Rotterdam and ExxonMobil for contributing.  

Work Group 12.0 - Emissions from Gas Fuelled Shipping Propulsion Systems.
The second group under the Environmentla Committee is from the engine OEMs to provide data input for the LCA study. 
Thanks to Man Diesel & Turbo, Winterthur Gas & Diesel, Wärtsilä, Caterpillar for stepping up, the kick off meeting is scheduled 
for May with a tight schedule thereafter.

mailto:office%40sgmf.info?subject=
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Publications & BASiL
The final outputs from Working Groups 2 and 
8, Controlled zones during bunkering and 
SIMOPs are complete and have entered the 
physical publication stage. The books should 
be arriving on your desks in May.

The BASiL (safety distance calculation tool) will 
also be available for members to use in May.

This is a tremendous step forward and the 
output of the work on SWD’s.  It is hoped this 
will unify the method used by the industry for 
the calculation of distances and give us all 
real advantage in preparing operations safely 
and efficiently.

Membership update
SGMF is pleased to welcome 12 new members so far this year. Total membership is now at 125. New members are:

Member Portal -  
opt in or miss out!!!

Password reset – if you forget your 
password you can request a reset link 
directly from the website?
www.sgmf.info/members/forgot-password

Invitations – you do not have to share your 
email address and password with your 
colleagues in order for them to access the 
Member Portal. Primary contacts can invite 
other colleagues to register for their own 
account.
www.sgmf.info/members/colleagues/
invitations

Members Directory – a good way for you 
to meet your fellow members and connect 
with them. 
www.sgmf.info/profiles/search 

As part of a process of ensuring that we comply with 
new data protection laws we will be contacting you 
by email in the next few weeks asking you to ‘opt-
in’ so that you can continue to access the Member 
Portal and receive email updates from us. 
Remember our email newsletters 
are a primary source of 
getting information to you 
on technical updates from 
the Society, industry news 
and much more. So please 
look out for the email and 
respond promptly.

SGMF places a very high 
priority on protecting your 
personal data so rest 
assured we do not share 
your data with third parties.  

Did you know??

http://www.sgmf.info/members/forgot-password
http://www.sgmf.info/members/colleagues/invitations
http://www.sgmf.info/members/colleagues/invitations
http://www.sgmf.info/profiles/search
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22 – 23 May 
Gas Shipping America: LNG, LPG & Ethane, 
Houston, Texas

https://energy.knect365.com/gas- 
trading-shipping-americas/ 

* SGMF Speaker event * John Hatley (Americas 
VP Marine Solutions & Director Market Shaping, 
Wärtsilä) will be representation the Society at 
this event

22 – 24 May
4th CWC LNG Fuels Summit, Amsterdam,  
The Netherlands 

https://www.lngfuelssummit.com/ 

* SGMF Speaker event * Gianpaolo Benedetti 
will be speaking at this event

4 – 8 June
Posidonia 2018, Greece 

http://posidonia-events.com/ 

* Industry Event *

7 – 8 June
LNG Conference 2018, Helsinki, Finland

http://www.lngconference.eu/ 

* SGMF Speaker event * Mark Bell will be 
speaking at this event * 

25 – 29 June
27th World Gas Conference,  
Washington DC, USA

https://wgc2018.com/ 

* Industry Event *

4 – 7 September
SMM, Hamburg, Germany

http://www.smm-hamburg.com/
* Industry Event *

17 – 20 September 
Gastech – Barcelona, Spain

http://www.gastechevent.com/

* SGMF Speaker event *

* SGMF will also have a stand *

The leading conference and exhibition for 
the gas and LNG industries for more than 
45 years, Gastech is the ultimate event 
bringing together 30,000 attendees and 
more than 700 companies working in gas 
and LNG. Gastech attendees represent the 
entire gas and LNG supply chain, including 
every major IOCs, plus NOCs, integrated 
energy companies, global utilities, EPC 
contractors, shipbuilders, shipping opera-
tors, pipeline companies, manufacturers, 
technology providers and service compa-
nies - all of whom play an active role in the 
global energy value chain.

SGMF will once again play a prominent role 
at Gastech, and Mark Bell will be Chairing 
key technical and commercial conference 
sessions focused on the role for gas and 
LNG in transportation.  Come and see Mark 
leading the discussions with world-class 
speakers all through Wednesday 19th 
September!  

For more details visit www.gastechevent.com  

2 October
SGMF Autumn Board Meetings, Annual  
General Meeting & Members Forum,  
Singapore

Kindly hosted by MPA & Gas Technology 
Development (Keppel)

2 – 5 October
SIBCON, Singapore

http://www.sibconsingapore.com/ 

* SGMF Speaker event *

* SGMF will also have a stand *

7 November
Technical Committee Meeting 10,  
Tokyo, Japan

Kindly hosted by MOL & NYK

8 November
North Asia Members Forum, Tokyo, Japan

Kindly hosted by MOL & NYK

4 December
USCG/SIGTTO/SGMF 4th Liquefied Gas 
Senior Executive Forum, Houston, USA

SGMF, 50 Liverpool Street, London, EC2M 7PR, UK  
Tel: +44 (0)20 36371455  •   Email: office@sgmf.info

The Society for Gas as  
a Marine Fuel Group @SGMF2014

Find us and connect with us:

www.sgmf.info 

Please check the SGMF website for the most up-to-date list of events www.sgmf.info/events 
We look forward to meeting you at one of our events or an industry event very soon!

Upcoming meetings / events
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