
Date: 3rd December 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It has been another very exciting week here at Bierton. We have been treated this week 

to incredible performances by Reception and KS1 in their nativity play. They were all 

shining stars and made us all very proud. We are very much looking forward to the KS2 

performances next week. Thank you so much for all of your donations for the Senior 

Citizen hampers and FOBS Christmas raffle. During the last week of term, our Head Boy, 

Head Girl and Community/ Spirituality Ambassadors will be delivering your donations 

within our local community. It is sure to bring a tear to everybody’s eye. The next two 

weeks continue to be extremely busy at Bierton but I am so grateful and inspired to have 

such amazing staff here at Bierton who continue to go above and beyond to provide 

experiences for the children.  

Have a lovely weekend 

Mr W Gadsby 

Key Dates coming up: 

December 

Monday 6th—KS2 Performance 1:30pm  

Tuesday 7th—KS2 Performance 1:30pm  

Wednesday 8th—KS2 Performance 1:30pm  

Thursday 9th—Pantomime Performance—whole school to watch 

Tuesday 14th—Nursery Christmas Performance 9:00am 

Tuesday 14th—Father Christmas visiting Bierton 

Wednesday 15th—Christingle Service 

Wednesday 15th—Christmas Disco (after school)  

Thursday 16th—Hot Christmas lunch 

Friday 17th—Christmas party day; school closes at 1:00pm 

 

January 

Tuesday 4th—INSET Day 

Wednesday 5th—School reopens 

School Council Update 

Firstly, we would like to say a big thank you for your Poppy Appeal 

donations. We raised an incredible £462.14 for this important cause. 

We have a separate page for Children in Need because there was so 

that we wanted to share with you—check it out! Every fortnight, we 

continue to meet the school council representatives and discuss matters that are 

raised. In our last meeting, we discussed what activities and zones that we wanted at 

lunchtimes. Here are some suggestions that were made: gymnastics 

zone, digging area, giant sandpit, an allotment area, scooter and 

bikes area, climbing area and not forgetting a golf course! Ahead of 

our next meeting, we have asked our reps to discuss with their class 

what they would like to do for their class Christmas parties. 

Polite Notice 

We have recently had reports of cars mounting the curb and driving illegally 

either coming up or down Parsons Lane. Please can I ask you to drive 

responsibly to ensure the safety of our community. We do have a number of 

Park and Stride locations: layby, Red Lion and Jubilee Village Hall which 

would help reduce congestion significantly. Thank you for your support. 



Developing Early Fluency.  

Fluent reading  is one of the key as-

pect to successful reading.  

Here is a reminder about the ways 

you can support your child to read 

fluently.  

 

1. Model fluent reading 

2. Stop watch reading 

3. Choral read aloud sessions 

4. Re-read books 

Using phonic to support writing.  

As the children continue with their phonic journey,  they will begin to use their phonic sounds to help them write words and 

sentences.  The children will go through 4 stages before they are able to write a sentence independently  

Writing the letter sounds—As the children learn to recognise the letter and the sound they make, during their phonics les-

son the children will also practise writing the letters. This can be done in a variety of ways including ,writing on a white 

board , making the letter shape with a finger in the air and make letter shapes with other materials such as paint. Developing 

correct letter formation at this stage is important so that the letters can be recognised and read clearly. 

Segmenting  words  - Segmenting is the opposite to blending. Segmenting is the ability to separate a word into its sounds. 

This can be quite a tricky for children to get their heads around. At first, children will need a lot of support as this is a skill 

which requires a lot of practise.  At this point, children will often write list of words rather than connected words to make a 

sentence.  

Writing a dictated sentence or phrase— Once the children are able to write whole words by segmenting their phonics 

sounds, they are ready to begin writing short phrases or sentences.  To start with, the children will need to be told what to 

write and be supported to write it. This can be in the form of a dictated sentence. The children need to say the sentence or 

have it repeated to them during the writing process. At this point children need to understand the difference between  

words and sentences in order to use their sounds to make individual words which make can be put together to write a sen-

tence.  

Write an independent sentence—In order to write a sentence independently, children must have mastered the skill of 

writing a dictated sentence. To write an independent sentence the children must be able to say a whole sentence  and re-

member it. As the children write the words of the sentence they  must be continuing to say the sentence in their head.  This 

is a skill that take a lot of practise. From this, children should be able to re-read their sentence and it should be read by oth-

ers.  

Writing is a skill which children acquire over time and practicing all theses stages are vital to progress in writing.  

What is Fred Talk? 

Fred is a frog. Fred can only say the 

sounds in a word and needs your 

child to help him read the word. Fred will say the sounds 

and children will work out the word. For example, Fred will 

say the sounds c–a–t, and children will say the word cat. 

Vocabulary 

Each fortnight, we will share a phonics term with 

you. 

This week’s term is  Split diagraph.  

A split diagraph is two letters, split, making one 

sound, e.g. a-e as in make or i-e in site 

 



Vocabulary 

This we re looking at : subordinating 
conjunction  

There are different types of conjunc-
tion depending on the role they play in 
a sentence.  One type is subordinating 

conjunctions.  

These are used at the start of a sub-
ordinating clause, which is a clause that 

doesn’t make sense by itself.   

 

Words of the fortnight 

Each fortnight, I will share some 
exciting vocabulary words. If your 
child uses them in their writing at 

school they will receive a dojo.  

EYFS:  tree 

Year 1 and 2: brave 

Year 3 and 4: dazzle 

Year 5 and 6: communicate 

Reading with expression  

Ever hear a child read like a robot? Not because they’re trying to, but because they’re struggling to read 
with inflection. No pauses for punctuation. Monotone voice. One long run-on sentence. 

 

Try the following strategies to improve your child’s oral reading expression. 

 

Model 
I know, this is obvious, and you’re already doing it but keep doing it. Reading out loud to your child helps them 
hear your oral expression and pacing. As you read, point out punctuation marks. Show your child how readers 
pause for punctuation. Get creative with reading aloud. Try different voices. Read with a different accent, 
change your volume, or project a particular emotion in your voice such as: 

 

 

 

Ask your child to read in a silly voice too. 

 

sad person fast / slow talker cowboy princess 

whisperer monster robot happy/joy 

Book Review 

So much love for the latest instalment in the Mr Panda se-

ries!  Thrilled that hand washing is the subject of this one - the 

story was excellent at reminding us all when we need to wash 

our hands and why, especially as we are entering cold and flu 

season!  Children will  love this book, right from the beautiful 

bubbles on the front endpaper to the wonderful expression on 

Mr Panda's face at the end - priceless!  

If you have read a great 

book recently and would like 

to share your review please 

let me know. You can send 

me your review to 

year34team@biertoncombin

ed.bucks.sch.uk or bring it to 

my classroom. Maybe your 

review will appear in the 

next newsletter.  



Vocabulary 

This week’s words are:     

Subtract 

Minus 

Take away 

Difference 

Fewer 

Leave 

Less 

- 

All of these words are associated 
with subtraction.  

Fluency Facts 

Each fortnight, we will share 
some fluency facts for you to learn and 
recall with your child. If your child can 

recall the fact when asked by a           
teacher, they will receive a dojo. 

 

Early 
Years 

Altogether 

5 and 5 make 10                    
altogether. 

Year  

1 and 2 

Comparing 

Compare a number of                 
objects.  

Who has more? 

Who has fewer? 

How many more do they 
have? 

Year  

3 and 4 

There are 10 mm in 1 cm 
and 100  cm in 1 m. 

10 mm = 1cm 

20 mm = 2cm 

30 mm = 3cm... 

Year 5 
and 6 

Cube numbers: the result of 
multiplying a whole number 
by itself twice. 

Example: 3 × 3 × 3 = 27, so 
27 is a cube number. 

Here are the first few cube 
numbers:  

8, 27, 64, 125, 216... 

Teacher Challenges! 

On Wednesday 15th December, 
Mr Gadsby will complete a Rock 
Slam against any willing  opponents 
on Times Table Rock Stars. If you 

would like to  compete, please                
challenge him by                                           

Tuesday 14th December!. 

Anyone who completes the chal-
lenge will receive a dojo and anyone 
who beats her will receive 5 dojos! 

Well done to all of those children 
who challenged Mrs Bailey! Lots of 

you beat her score and she was    
extremely impressed! 

Times Table Rock Stars and  

Numbots  Challenges 

If your class comes first (highest percentage of children              
playing) in either Times Table Rock Stars or Numbots            

between the fortnightly updates being sent out, you will win 
extra playtime! 

Well done to Cedar and Pine (Numbots) and Sycamore (TTRS) 
for topping the leaderboards. One of your fluency sessions will 

be spent having extra playtime! 

Maths Mastery 

At Bierton, we follow the mastery approach when teaching 
mathematics. Over the years, the teaching and learning of 
maths has changed more than any other subject and as a result 
it can be quite daunting for parents who want to support their 
children. Despite changes, the core aims have remained the 
same: instrumental understanding (rote  learning of rules or 
methods) and relational understanding: (deep learning, with the 
children able to understand the links, relationships and                   
mathematical structures). Within the next few maths updates, 
we will provide information about the maths mastery approach 
and what the children experience within their daily maths                 
lessons. 

The whole class working together on the same topic: 

All of the children within the class are taught together (rather 
than in differentiated groups)  until specific concepts or skills 
are mastered. Once these skills and concepts are secure,                
together the children move onto the next sequence of learning. 
Some parents may feel concerned that their child may not be 
challenged or will find the topic too challenging; however,  



What is Children in Need? 

Children in Need is a charity that helps chil-

dren worldwide. They also help other clubs 

and youth centres for kids. They depend on 

donations from lots of people around the 

world. Amazingly, they find over 2,500 local 

charities and projects which directly support  

children across 

the UK. 

By Callie Pollard 

(Head Girl) 

Thank-you! 

Bierton would like  to thank all of 

those parents that showed some support 

towards the Children in Need charify. 

We’d like to thank-you all for giving up 

your time to bake cakes for our sale. 

For this alone, we raised over £400! We 

also give thanks to the chil-

dren who decided to come to 

school in their PJs. It was a 

fun day for a great cause. 

Once again, thank-you! 

by Caoimhe Pritchard 

Bake sale 

At the bake sale set up a cake stall after school that 

included an amazing variety of cakes. We let par-

ents buy them and all the money went to 

Children in Need. The cakes came from 

parents and children are were delicious! 

by Dexter Sale (Head boy) 

We raised an amazing: 

£1305.08 

Thank-you for letting  

your lights shine once 

again! 

What did we do on the day? 

On Children in Need day, the whole 

school dressed up in  their PJs. Some 

classes did a Joe Wicks exercise  and 

others did sponsored activities like 

running around the MUGA or taking 

part in  silent class disco . If anyone 

spoke the disco ended. It was so much 

fun! by Pahal Patel (Spirituality and  

Community Ambassador) 



 

Congratulations to next word millionaires 

Sumaiyah Khan  

Joseph Santis O’Kell  

Top classes Top scorers 

KS1 

Top scorers 

KS2 

Spruce 

Walnut 

Holly 

Gracie 

David 

Blair 

Ethan S. 

Shoaib 

Stephen 

Class Number of quiz-

zes 

 (last 14 days) 

Class average 

pass rate 

(last 14 days) 

Cedar 85 86.3 

Cherry 63 91.8 

Hazel 81 84.8 

Holly 115 85.8 

Pine 141 91.1 

Spruce 101 81.5 

Sycamore 55 89.3 

Walnut 70 92.2 

Key Stage 1   Key Stage 2  

Top Classes 

(% of pupils 
playing) 

Highest Number 
of Coins  

Top Classes 

(% of pupils       
playing) 

Highest Number 
of Coins  

1st: Cedar  

2nd: Cherry 

3rd: Birch 

1st: Riley G 

2nd: Jasmine S  

3rd: Elsie P 

1st: Pine 

2nd: Hazel 

3rd: Sycamore 

1st: Finch G 

2nd: Harrison W 

3rd: Joseph S O  

 Completed Diamond: Sebastian B, Logan D, Micah F, Joseph S O 
and Tommy S. 

Top Classes 

(% of pupils 
playing) 

Highest Number 
of Coins 

Biggest                     
Improvement in 
Studio Speed 

Fastest Current 
Studio Speed 

1st: Sycamore 

2nd: Walnut 

3rd: Pine 

1st: Zachary E 

2nd: Micah F 

3rd: Emma L 

1st: Ethan Ad 

2nd: Ethan Al 

3rd: Lyla S 

1st: Micah F 

2nd: Toby H 

3rd: Zachary E 

Current Rock Heroes: Amelia B, Zachary E, Micah F, Toby H,                
Sumaiyah K and Tommy S 

5,050 5,335 5,121 4,733 


