
   

Topic Overview: Crime and Punishment (Victorians) 

SPARKLE 

Skills: 
Seek out and analyse a wide range of evidence in order to justify claims about the 
past. 
Describe the characteristic features of the past, including ideas, beliefs, attitudes 
and experiences of men, women and children. 
Identify periods of rapid change in history and contrast them with times of relatively 
little change. 
Refine lines of enquiry as appropriate. 
 

Progression: 
Link back to Medieval studied in year ¾. Children to consider how crime and 
punishments have changed and how this links to the social, political and economic 
situation of the two periods.  

Autonomy: 
Research an area of their choice linked to crime and punishment. 

 Why do we have punishments? 

 What were the Jail cells like? 

 How were past punishments different? Were people still punished?  

 What were the crimes?  

 What were Victorian Prisons like? 

 What were the punishments?  

 What was the food like? 

 Were the punishments fairer or harsher than now? 

 Did they have courts/judge and Jury? 

 How were children punished? 

 Famous people who committed crimes, for example Jack the Ripper. 

Relevance (to Us): 
How has crime and punishment evolved? How has it influenced the law 
enforcements used today?  

PSHE: The importance of following rules in our everyday lives, linking this to the 
school rules and our British Values.  
Understanding that everyone has to follow rules and links to British Values. 
 

Knowledge: 
To continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of 
British history, studying a theme that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge 
beyond 1066, such as changes in an aspect of social history by learning about the 
legacy of Roman crime and punishment on the current legal system in Britain.  
Understand that no single source of evidence gives the full answer to questions 
about the past. 
Use appropriate historical vocabulary to communicate, including: Dates, time period, 

Resourcefulness:  
When refining lines of enquiry, primary and secondary resources will be used. 
Therefore developing resourcefulness will be vital within these lessons. 

Learning Power: 
In this topic we will focus on learning to remember as it is important to know and 
remember the laws of today and understand where they came from. 

 



era, chronology, continuity, change, century, decade and legacy. 

Enrichment: 
Crime and Punishment Sparkle Day – The children will experience what it is would have been like for children in a Victorian School, as well as Victorian games and 
activities.  
Trip to Oxford Castle – During the day, the children will have the opportunity to explore Oxford Castle and learn about the different crimes and punishments that took 
place during the Victorian Period.  
Design Technology- Children will have the opportunity to create fairground rides, using cams and pulley systems. To begin with, children will design their fairground ride 
and experiment with different pulleys and drive belts. After creating their design frame, they will learn how to apply a circuit and electric motors to their fairground ride in 
order to create a constant moving toy.  

 

 


