
   

Topic Overview – Explorers  

SPARKLE 

Skills: 
 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/ computer mapping to locate countries 

and describe the features. 

 Use a range of resources to identify the key physical and human features of 
a location. 

Progression: 
 In year 2, children previously conducted a comparison between the local 

area and Africa. We will continue to build on their ability to compare and 
contrast different locations, climates and cultures.  

Autonomy: 
 How did the explorers know what resources they needed when no one had 

been to these places before? 

 How did they survive the extreme climates if they were not prepared? 

 How did countries get their names? 

 How do you find countries on maps when you are traveling? 

 How were maps used on the expeditions? Did they have maps? When were 
they made? 

 When did the expeditions happen and how long did they last?  

 How were volcanoes created and what is the ring of fire? 

 How did explorers travel? 

 Who was the first explorer? 

 Who was the most famous explorer and why? 

Relevance (to Us): 
 Understanding where we are in relation to the world.  

 Understanding diversity. 

 Comparing the local area and other locations in the UK to the wider world.  

 
 

Learning Power: 
We will focus on resourcefulness in this topic not only when utilising different 
resources to support our own learning but also when looking at how resourceful the 
explorers had to be on their expeditions. 

Knowledge: 
 Locate the world’s countries using maps to focus on Europe. Study the 

environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries 
and major cities.  

 Name and locate the latitude, longitude, equator, northern hemisphere, 
southern hemisphere, tropics of cancer and Capricorn, artic, Antarctic circle, 
the prime/Greenwich meridian and time zones. 

 Describe geographical similarities and differences between countries. 

 Scott – Antarctic 

 Modern explorers – Martin Strel (Amazon)  

 Enrichment: 
A sparkle day full of activities to introduce the topic in an engaging way to build 
excitement. Activities will include looking at resources required for expeditions and a 
variety of games using atlases and glops to search for countries familiar to the 
children. In addition there will be a trip to Chiltern Open Air Museum including 
workshops on shelter building, habitats and plants. 

 


