
   

Topic Overview: Explorers (Christopher Columbus) 

SPARKLE 

Skills: 
Use sources of evidence to deduce information about the past. 
Select suitable sources of evidence, giving reasons for choices. 
Describe the characteristic features of the past, including ideas, beliefs, attitudes 
and experiences of men, women and children. 
Use dates and terms accurately in describing events. 
Use original ways to present information and ideas. 
Use a range of geographical resources to give detailed descriptions and opinions of 
the characteristic features of a location. 

Progression: 
Studied Christopher Columbus in Year 2 during Back to the Future Topic 

Autonomy: 
When was Christopher Columbus born? 
How big is North America? 
Why do many people think Christopher Columbus discovered North America? 
Who inspired him to explore?  
Did he find any tribes in North America? 
How did he travel? 
Where did he explore in North America? 
What is the population and climate in North America? 
Who was in his family? What is his life story? 
What creatures and animals did he find in North America? 
Did he discover anything else? 
What was the first thing he discovered? 
How old was he when he started to explore? 
Did he take any weapon? 
Where was he born? 
Did he discover any famous landmarks? 

Relevance (to Us): 
Christopher Columbus led the first European expedition to the Caribbean, Central 
America and South America.  
He initiated the permanent European colonisation of the Americas.  
He discovered a viable sailing route to the America (a continent that was then 
unknown to the Old World).  
He was credited with the opening of the Americas for conquest and settlement by 
Europeans.  

 
 

Knowledge: 
Locate North and South America. Study the key physical and human characteristics, 
countries and major cities. 

 

Learning Power:  
Resilience – Linking the children’s resilience to Christopher Columbus’s resilience 
when he was exploring.  
Learning to Remember – Remembering and making links between key events and 



achievements in his life.  

Enrichment: 
Design Technology - Children will have the opportunity to make Hardtrack (Ship’s Biscuits) during their design and technology unit. They will make them using the 
traditional recipe (flour, sea salt and water), as well as a modern recipe (flour, butter, sea salt and skimmed milk).  

 


