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Dear Parents, 

 

We hope you had a restful half term and a time to recharge the batteries for the next half 

term ahead. This half term has lots to look forward to: Open sessions for parents to a 

Forest School Session, Science Week, Poetry Week, World Book Day and much more. Look 

out for key information over the next few weeks.  

 

Thank you to all those who have embraced using ParentMail to make contributions towards 

trips. I know many of you have expressed how easy it is and that it is more convenient for 

you, which is great!  

 

Each Month we offer a different Sparkle Opportunity to children. If you have a skill or 

interest that you would be willing to offer an enriching experience to a group of children, 

please contact Mr Gadsby who organises our Sparkle Opportunities to discuss what you are 

able to offer.  

 

This month we held our Mental Health and Well Being Focus Week which was a great 

opportunity to further raise awareness. Further information about our week is described 

later in this newsletter.  

 

We are looking forward to another busy half term and thank you for your support in your 

child’s education.  

 

Ms Martin 

Headteacher            

Spring Term 2 Value 

The Christian value this half term is 

Responsibility. Children should begin to realise 

that being responsible for their actions is very 

important skill for them to learn. Children at 

Bierton can show this value by being 

responsible for their own learning, taking care 

of themselves and others, and taking care of 

our school. During the term, Bible Alive Club 

will be performing the story of Noah’s Ark and 

talking about how important and wonderful the 

Earth is as well as how it is our responsibility to 

look after what God created. 



 

 Safeguarding Safety Notice!  

The Momo Challenge a factsheet for parents  
 

What it is  

Coined the “suicide challenge”, Momo is a new viral game that encourages players to perform a 

series of challenges in order to meet ‘Mother Bird’ - a disfigured character (inspired by Japanese 

art) with bulging eyes and untidy black hair on a chicken-like body.  

 

Light-hearted and fun at the outset, this game experience quickly darkens, absorbing players who 

are encouraged to perform acts of violence and self-harm through a series of progressively risky 

challenges. Originating in Mexico, it is easily accessed through social media shares (predominantly 

Whatsapp, Facebook and YouTube) and is rapidly spreading across the world.  

 

Why it's on our radar  

The challenges issued in this game present a serious risk to the safety, welfare and wellbeing of 

children and young people in our schools here in the UK, as does the distressing content when a 

player refuses to carry on.  

 

With worrying similarities to the ‘Blue Whale challenge’, it has also been linked to at least five 

cases of childhood suicide.  

 

The low down  

 Players are encouraged to contact Momo and provide their mobile number.  

 They will then receive instructions to perform a series of challenges, via SMS or Whatsapp.  

 Player refusal can trigger severely abusive messaging and their mobile device being hacked.   

 The final challenge is to commit suicide in order to meet ‘Mother Bird’.  

 

Why children like it  

Sharing and commentary on Social Media platforms has created a level of intrigue and curiosity 

about this game, which is initially light hearted and fun.  

 

Fundamentally, however, this is a game that targets vulnerable children and young people online, 

as those with mental health issues are more likely to be drawn to the psychological nature of the 

challenges.  

 

What to do  

A person doesn’t have to be searching for Momo themselves to be exposed to it and, unlike other 

games that children enjoy, there is no positive side to this.  

Teachers and parents need to continue to educate/reinforce online safety, and in this way en-

courage children and young people to make the right choice and avoid this game:  

 The importance of confidently saying “no” to invitations to play games from strangers  

 Knowing why they should not click on unidentified links.  

 Knowing how to ‘block’ unknown numbers and friend requests.  



 

 



 

 

Attendance—JANUARY 2019 

Attendance at school is vital to allow a child to progress in their learning and their social development. It is 

expected that a child’s attendance should be above 95%. 

Each month we are going to celebrate the class with the highest overall 

attendance by awarding the whole class with dojo points which add 

together to form rewards.  

Attendance for January: 

Ash = 97.8% 

Alder = 98.4% 

Beech = 95.8% 

Birch = 98.6% 

Cedar = 94.7% 

Cherry = 96.7% 

Chestnut = 97.4% 

Holly = 95.3% 

Hazel = 95.3% 

Hawthorn = 97.7% 

Congratulations!  
Well done Birch Class on having the 

highest attendance at 98.6% 
attendance for January.  

5 DOJO points each!  
Congratulations!  

Outdoor Gym Equipment 

 
We are very excited that over the February half term we have 

had new Outdoor Gym Equipment installed at the end of our 

front playground. We are currently allowing the concrete 

bases to set firmly and will then open the equipment to the 

children after demonstration sessions.  

 

We are very grateful to our FOBS team who agreed to fund 

half of this equipment from the money raised from events that 

you have all attended over the last year. In addition to this we 

are very thankful to the Solar Panel Farm Charity who agreed 

a grant which contributed towards this equipment and the final 

amount was funded from our Government PE Grant. Without all 

these contributions, this equipment would not have been 

possible to purchase, so THANK YOU.  

 

Each class is going to have a session as a class on the 

equipment to learn how to use each of the four pieces 

appropriately and safely. We know the children are all very 

excited about using this equipment and know it will provide a 

valuable addition to equipment used at playtimes.  
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Sparkle Opportunity 
 

KS2 Dance Sparkle Opportunity 

 

On Tuesday 29th January, some of the children in KS2 got the chance to 

participate in a dance sparkle opportunity. The children were selected as they 

have a passion for dance. They worked in small groups to create their own dance 

routines, which they then performed to the rest of the children in the group. We 

had moves ranging from the splits, handstands and cartwheels, to break dancing 

and even headstands! The children worked incredibly well in their groups and 

performed professionally at the end. We also became ‘critical friends’ and gave 

each of the groups some feedback on what they did really well and what they 

could do even better. One child commented at the end, ‘I wish we could do this 

every day.’ 

Watch out KS1, it will be your turn soon! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A reminder that we are now a NUT FREE zone. Thank you for ensuring 
that your children do not have any products with nuts in their school lunch 

boxes.  
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Roald Dahl Trip 
Beech and Birch classes had an amazing time at the Roald Dahl 

museum in Great Missenden. The trip fitted in perfectly with what we 

had been learning and brought our topic to life. Beech class explored 

all of the local attractions linked to Roald Dahl’s stories and Birch 

class walked to the church and followed the BFG’s footprints to look 

at Roald Dahl’s grave. The children were fascinated by what they saw 

and were asking some really thoughtful questions.  

When we arrived at the museum we went through the gates made by the Warner 

Brothers film company for Charlie and the Chocolate factory. What a grand entrance it 

was! Throughout the day we took part in different activities including a workshop where 

we looked at Roald Dahl’s artefacts and the children got to explore what was in Roald 

Dahls’ writing toolkit and how he edited and improved his work. They also got the chance 

to work out what some of his made up ‘Gobblefunk’ meant! The children loved making up 

their own words to use in their own stories. Another exciting part of the 

day was visiting the galleries. The highlight was seeing Roald Dahl’s 

writing hut and also sniffing the chocolate scented wallpaper! It was a 

brilliant day and lovely to see the children’s faces full of excitement and 

anticipation!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday 13th February, a group of Year 6s went to 

visit Hulcott Nursing Home and read a story to some of the 

residents. The children (Alex, Priya, Theo, Eloise, Florence 

and Issy) were fantastic role models for our school. They all 

read beautifully and the residents thoroughly enjoyed the 

interaction with the children. This is a link which we hope to 

grow by taking a small group of children each month to 

participate in an activity alongside the residents. At Bierton, 

we believe that community links are essential in the growth, 

development and wellbeing of all our pupils. Next up in 

March is a game of bingo but I must say that I am thoroughly 

looking forward to a game of balloon badminton in the 

coming months. Doris – who is 96 years old – is apparently 

very competitive!    



 

 Online Safety – Monthly Top Tip! 
 

 

 

Do you want to help your child learn more about different topics that interest them? 
Do you want to ensure that they search safely and access age-appropriate content? 

This month’s top tip provides information about search engines aimed at children. 

Kidtopia 

Kidtopia is a custom safe search engine aimed at children and provided by Google. It is 
aimed at prim  ary school children and only provides links to educator approved web-
sites. When children visit the website, they are given different subjects to research or 
can complete their own search using the search engine.  

Visit https://www.kidtopia.info/ to access the Kidtopia website and search engine.  

 

Kiddle 

Similarly, Kiddle is another child-specific search en-
gine supported by Google. Although it is powered by 
Google Safe Search, it is not affiliated with Google Inc. 
Kiddle prevents the appearance of things that are not 
suitable for them. Opposite is some additional infor-
mation provided by Kiddle.  

Visit https://www.kiddle.co/ to access the Kiddle web-
site and search engine.  

 

 

 

Parental Monitoring 

Although it is fantastic that there are now more search engines aimed at providing appropriate information for chil-
dren, please remember that these should not replace face-to-face discussions and physical monitoring of how the 
different devices in your household are used. Here are some top tips and reminders: 

 Have an open conversation with your children about safe browsing and computer use. Remember, with free-
dom comes responsibility. 

 Do not replace parental supervision of computer or device use at home with safe search engines. No search 
filtering software or tool is perfect. 

 Educate yourself on social media safety and have open discussions with children about present dangers and 
long term effects of inappropriate conduct, including posting pictures online. 

 Ensure that computers and other devices are used in an open area or can be easily monitored.  

 Regularly check your child’s search and browsing history. This can highlight which websites they are using. 

https://www.kidtopia.info/
https://www.kiddle.co/


 

  

Mental Health and Wellbeing week 

 

This year we held our first Mental Health and Wellbeing Week from February 4th-8th.  

The week started with a calm, but thought provoking assembly led by Bucks Mind charity. 

Each child was allocated a different ‘Mindfulness Class’ which had the children working 

with others from all ages, from Reception up to Year 6; something out of the comfort 

zone of both the children and the teachers! Each afternoon the children split into their 

Mindfulness Classes to explore the five different strands of wellbeing. 

 

 

Mindfulness saw the children colouring, drawing and making playdough.  

 

 

Learn proved particularly challenging, from origami to making friendship 

bracelets, learning a new language or instrument, to cooking rice crispy 

cakes. Lots of new skills were acquired by all. The children were eager 

to talk about and even show off their new abilities with their friends. 

 

 

Give encouraged the children to think of different ways they could share 

with others. Some children passed smiles and created cards, others made 

badges; perhaps you were fortunate enough to receive one. 

 

Active had lots of hearts pumping and encouraging others to achieve 

their potential. Yoga and fitness stations had the children challenging 

themselves. One group took a green-fingered approach, weeding and 

planting new seeds ready for summer. 

 

 

Connect enabled the children to find out more about others in 

their class, some were surprised about the similarities they have, 

others were impressed by what made them unique. 



 

 
PE and SPORTS 

Year 5/6 Basketball 

On Thursday 24th of January, 

Bierton School was at the 

Aylesbury Grammar School to 

compete in the Year 5/6 Bas-

ketball competition. We played 

amazingly, showing great pass-

ing, weaving and shooting – Ru-

by scored some great goals for 

our girls’ side.  

Thanks to our amazing boys and 

girls: Theo, Sid, Joe, Johnny, 

Archie, Priya, Paige, Iram, Ellie 

and Ruby for representing 

Bierton School. 

PE Superstars!  
Each newsletter, we shall be celebrating one of our PE Superstars here 

at Bierton.  

                 This month’s PE Superstar 

                           Oliver G 

 

 
Congratulations for winning the ‘most sup-

portive family’ member. He constantly 

works hard and always supports others!  
 

 

 

 

Please email Miss Quinn at sport@biertoncombined.bucks.sch.uk if your child is 

a Sports Superstar and keep an eye on our PE board for all of our Sports Su-

perstars across the school! 

 

Young Leadership Conference 2019 

.      

 

Since being back after 

half term, we have creat-

ed our Playground Leaders 

Timetable, which will be 

carried out at all 

lunchtimes. These older 

children are available for 

the younger years to have 

a friendly face to play 

with throughout the 

week, as well as offering 

them the opportunity to 

engage in active and fun 

activities!  
 

 

On the 24th of January, 9 of our Year 4 and 5 children partici-

pated in the Primary Young Leaders Conference.  

The aim of the da was to give the children an enjoyable and fun 

filled day where they learnt new leadership skills to use back at 

Bierton.  

The children were split into thee categories: Sports Organisers, 

Playground Leaders and Change4Life Organisers and spent the 

day playing games, interacting with a range of schools and creat-

ing posters and ideas.  

The children enjoyed different actives such as benchball, tag 

rugby, volleyball, quoit throwing, as well as building towers of 

newspaper, creating mind maps and thinking up engaging ideas 

that could be carried out at school.      

Different activities supported them in thinking about how we 

could engage as many children back at school in Active 30, 

healthy eating and mindfulness. 

 
 

mailto:sport@biertoncombined.bucks.sch.uk


 

 
Swimming 

On the 14th of February, 8 of our 

Year 5 and 6 children took part in the 

swimming competition at the Stoke 

Mandeville Stadium. During the com-

petition the children had to compete 

in different races, performing the 

front crawl, breaststroke, back crawl 

and free style. The children then had 

to work as part of a team to compete 

against other schools in the relay.  It 

was definitely a very tiring morning 

for everyone involved!  
 

Alder class Multi-skills  

On the 7th of February, Alder class had the 

fun morning of multi-skills at the Aylesbury 

High School.  

During the festival, all the children experi-

enced a variety of different games: obsta-

cle course, kicking games, throwing at a tar-

get and collecting equipment.  The children 

developed their balance, coordination and 

social skills throughout the morning.  

 

 

All the sport leaders from the Aylesbury 

High School did a fantastic job explaining 

their games, supporting and encouraging the 

children to complete their game. There 

were lots of happy faces throughout the 

morning!   

Year 3/4 Hockey 

On Thursday 7th of February, our Year 3 and 4s compet-

ed in a hockey tournament against other schools at the 

Aylesbury Grammar School.  It was a really fun event and 

we had to work as part of a team to defend, attack and 

shoot. It was especially tricky as we didn’t have a goalie 

or a goal to shoot at but instead benches, which made for 

a challenging target. We worked fantastically as a team 

and came 5th overall! At the end of the competition, we 

voted for our ‘boy and girl’ of the competition and decid-

ed on Bobbi-Rose and Zac. Thanks to Zac, Logan, George, 

Bobbi-Rose, Emily and Callie for representing the school!  

Fitter Future  
As a school, we have recently bought into a fitness pro-

gramme called Fitter Future!  

This is a fantastic online programme, which offers differ-

entiated 10 minutes workouts for all Bierton children. Each 

workout includes fun, easy challenges to help support our 

children’s fitness and is aimed at their age group. These 

workouts can be done inside or outside and a fun way to 

involved the whole family!  

 

Your child has been given their own personal login, which 

allows them to gain access at home. On the Bierton user 

area, children will be able to complete additional monthly 

challenges, as well as having the opportunity to create their 

own personal challenges and upload themselves completing 

these workouts to the Bierton user area.  

 
Congratulations to February’s most active classes  

 

1st – Cedar 

2nd-Cherry 

3rd-Birch  

 
Congratulations to February’s most active children  

Henry - Alder 

Mahnoor - Birch 

Leanne –Cherry 

Flo O –Hawthorn 

Christina –Holly 

 
Please speak to your class teacher if your child needs an-

other username and password.  


