
Online Safety Update - Grooming and Live Steaming 

Earlier this year, Home Secretary - Sajid Javid, visited The Centre of Expertise on 
Child Sexual Abuse (CEOP) and was astounded by some of the statistics linked 
to online grooming. Below are some of the statistics he shared in his speech and 
other information provided about grooming and live streaming: 

Grooming 

 In the past 5 years, there has been a 700% increase in the number of grooming incidents.  

 The victims of the cases prosecuted last year: 
o 25% were under 11 years old. 
o 62% were between 12 and 15 years old. 

 In the UK, it has been estimated that around 80,000 people pose some form of sexual threat 
to children.  

 Research from the NSPCC suggests that some children are being groomed 
online in less than 45 minutes.  

 CEOP estimates that 15% of girls and 5% of boys experience some form of 
sexual abuse before the age of 16. 

Live Streaming  

Live Steaming figures from videos found: incidents: 

 

 98% of the images were of children below 13 years old. 

 28% of the images were of children below 10 years old. 

 96% were girls.  
 96% were children on their own.  

 

During his speech, Sajid Javid also shared this information,  

“The growth of the internet has given potential offenders who previously may have had no access to 
children the opportunity to meet and groom and abuse victims online on gaming sites and on social 
media and to get access to more abuse material than ever before. And as parents and guardians, we 
can all play an important role in tackling online child sexual exploitation and abuse. 
 
We don’t send our kids out to play in the park or teach them to cross the road alone without giving 
them advice. But when it comes to their time spent on the internet or glued to their smartphones, it’s 
often a different story. 
Too often we’re afraid to ask our kids the questions that really matter for their safety. 

 Who are they speaking to online? 

 What forums are they using? 

 What are they sharing online? 
It is clear that we cannot afford to shy away from having these frank and open conversations with the 
children in our lives. 

 

In future newsletters, we will be sending out further advice and top tips on how to promote a safe and 
healthy online attitude. However, if you require any information or advice, please feel free to contact 
us at any time.  

Miss Mayer 

 

 


