Year 1 and Year 2
18th December 2020
News and Reminders
Topic week
Last week was topic week in school and the children learnt more about ‘The Great Fire of London’. They looked at
chronology and the order in which events happened using a timeline, explored Samuel Pepys and why he was important and
they also made their own fire of London houses out of cardboard. These looked particularly effective lined up together as
the classes were transformed into narrow Tudor streets! However, tragedy struck and some of these houses mysteriously
walked down to the forest area and inexplicably caught fire. Police suspect a baker named Thomas Farriner (see picture
below).
Next term, we will move on to our new topic ‘Lost and Found’ which is a geography based topic. Initially, we will be using the
book ‘Lost and Found’ by Oliver Jeffers to teach our literacy. We will also be moving our topic week to the first week back
(WC 4.1.21) to hopefully hook the children into our new topic at the start of term.
Santa visit!
On Monday 14th December the children received an unexpected surprise when Father Christmas magically dropped in a
letter to the KS1 classes. It explained that though this year was different and he could not come in to school, he still
wanted to drop off some presents. The children had great fun and excitement levels peaked as they dashed around the
playground looking for a gift to bring back to class.
Christingle service
On Wednesday morning the children were able to join a live link to the church and Reverent Dan who performed a ‘virtual’
Christingle service for us. Although it was different this year, the children really enjoyed seeing each other’s classes on

the screen and sang ‘Away in a Manger’ beautifully whilst holding their Christingles.

Christmas Party
Wednesday 16th December was Christmas party day in school and the children came in suitably dressed in party clothes and
prepared for festive fun. They had a fantastic day playing games, making their festive placemats and hats and enjoyed
their Christmas lunch as well as telling the terrible (brilliant) jokes. As usual, the children were happy to bust some moves
to the Christmas songs burning so much energy that when it came to ‘Sleeping Lions’ some children drifted off to sleep. The
teachers were very appreciative!

Nativeo
Yesterday the children watched the Bierton Christmas Nativeo in school and the link should have come home to you. We
were incredibly proud of the children’s effort in rehearsing, singing and performing in this and they did a fantastic job.
Look out for your child’s class performance. We hope you enjoy it!
Santa Dash
The children recently took part in a ‘Santa Dash’. An event encouraging children to continue to get outside and keep active.
It was great to see the running around in their Christmas outfits and challenging themselves to keep going and an excellent
growth mindset was shown by the children who refused to give up and kept going.
Christmas panto
On the last day of term the children were treated to a Christmas panto: ‘Once upon a Pantomime’ which they were able to
enjoy in the morning. It was an opportunity to witness a virtual show complete with bad jokes, chaotic songs and a host of
their favourite fairtytale characters.

Merry Christmas!
The staff in Key Stage One would like to thank-you for your continued support and for being so adaptable to all the
changes we have had to put in place over the term. We feel very lucky to have such a supportive community. The children
have done incredibly well this year and continue to amaze us with their resilience, positivity and enthusiasm for learning.
We wish you a very Merry Christmas and look forward to seeing you in the new year when we hope the world will look a
little brighter!
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Christian Value Certificates

Diary Dates

Congratulations to the following children for
demonstrating our Christian Values over the last week.
Beech- 11th Dec - Elliott Sinclair-Lazell for LOVE. For
always showing kindness towards other children and the
adults.
18th Dec - Fletcher Edwards for RESPONSIBILITY.
We have been so impressed with his behaviour this week
and he has made some really mature choices and made us
all really proud.

Birch-11th December - Thomas Westall for
RESPONSIBILITY. Thomas has made a big improvement
in his reading and writing.
18th December - Reuben Bashah for RESPONSIBILITY.
Reuben has shown an improved attitude in both
behaviour and with his learning.

Blackthorn11th December – Neo Dunn for RESPONSIBILITY. Neo

Monday 4th January- Inset day in school
Tuesday 5th January – Children return to school.
WC 5th January – Topic week in school – ‘Lost and Found’.
More dates to follow soon…

Important notice – Forest School
Please note there will no Forest school during the first halfterm back. Currently, the forest area is very muddy and
slippery and needs a little time to recover.
Many thanks.

always tries his hardest with his work and perseveres
when he finds things a little tricky.
18th December – Odesh Fernando for LOVE. Odesh has
been a fantastic member of Blackthorn class and has
always shown love, kindness and good humour towards his
classmates and teachers. We wish him well in his new
school.

