
Year 1 and Year 2 

14th May 2021 

News and Reminders 

300,000 steps in May challenge 

Just a reminder that we are currently taking part in the walk 300,000 steps challenge. We have been encouraging the 

children (and staff in school) to walk 10,000 steps a day in May to raise awareness of the distances children walk to school 

in Zambia.. It has been fantastic to see the children turning up with Fitbits and step counters and actively trying to 

increase their steps at break times and lunchtimes, as well as during our ‘Run a Mile’ sessions. It has also been another way 

to get maths into the curriculum! If you would like to let us know of any active journeys that take place out of school please 

either post to your child’s Seesaw account or send an email to: ks1@biertoncombined.bucks.sch.uk. 

 

Birthday parties 

At the end of last month, we celebrated our April birthdays and were treated to cakes and juice from Waitrose. During 

the afternoon we completed an activity based around the theme of ‘Give a little love’ where we created a poster to show 

who we would like to give a little love to, explaining the reasons why. Waitrose are running a competition for the best 

posters and will display winners in their shop in Aylesbury town centre. 

 

Skipping Workshops 

On Wednesday and Thursday this week the children took part in skipping workshops. Kate came in and showed us some 

skipping tricks that we can try out at home. It was clear that lots of children had been practicing and we were really 

impressed with their energy and stamina! 

 

 

 



Homework 

In Year 1 and 2, the children have daily reading, weekly spellings, fortnightly maths and fortnightly reading comprehension.  

 

All homework will be set on Seesaw on a Friday and is due on the following Friday.  

Please note: spelling tests will take place on a Thursday and spelling books need to be in school on this day. 

If you could prompt your children to check their Seesaw accounts for homework each week, we would be grateful. 

 

Friday 14th May- 

Reading comprehension homework set and new spellings (unless still on previous spellings). 

 

Friday 21st May- 

Maths homework set and new spellings (unless still on previous spellings). 

 

Alongside this, children can do extra tasks to boost their maths skills using ‘Hit the button’ and Numbots. Both are 

excellent for fluency and really help develop the children’s quick recall of times tables and number facts. Please let us know 

if you have lost your child’s login details. 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button 

 

Our Learning 

 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button


 

Waitrose 

competition 



 



 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Skipping fun! 



 

 
 
 

Adding to our 

step count! 



 

 
 
 
 

Appreciating 

nature for Mental 

Health Week 



Literacy and Topic 

 

The children have started a brand new topic ‘Significant Explorers’. They have learnt what it means to be ‘significant’ and 

have an impact on the wider world. We started by studying Matthew Henson a lesser known explorer who is reported to be 

the first man to reach the North Pole. We then moved on to looking at Felicity Aston - a more recent explorer who 

travelled to the South Pole on skis. The children have developed their note taking skills and transferred these into reports. 

They have also compared the different explorers using comparative conjunctions (but, however, whereas).  

 

Maths:  

Year 1 have been looking at numbers up to 40. They have been finding the missing number on a numberline and finding one 

more and one less. As well as this, they have been looking at fractions of a number and of a shape.   Year 2 have continued 

to work on more complex (two step) worded problems using column addition and subtraction or drawing out tens and ones. 

This week they have been looking at a new maths topic: 2d shape where they have explored names and features of 2d 

shapes as well as identifying lines of symmetry (using mirrors). 

 

Religious Education: 

We continue with our big question: ‘Are some stories more important than others?’ and looked at more stories from the 

bible including ‘David and Goliath’ and ‘Jonah and the Fish’ and what their messages might be. For the latter story we 

created a re-enactment in groups and then considered what the similarities might be between this and the story of Noah’s 

Ark. 

 

Science 

We continued our new topic of ‘Seasonal Changes’ and became intrepid weather reporters recording the weather every day 

and noting the changes. We also looked at safe and unsafe exposure to the sun, and how to reduce the risk of sun damage. 

 

Social development 



We continue to do half-hourly daily social development sessions every day at 9am and as it has been ‘Mental Health 

Awareness Week’ this week.  We have given a particular focus on using nature to improve our well-being. 

Christian Value Certificates Diary Dates 

Congratulations to the following children for 

demonstrating our Christian Values over the last two 

weeks. 

 

Beech-  

7.5.21 -  Fletcher Edwards for COOPERATION. Fletcher 

has tried super hard in every lesson, contributed some 

brilliant ideas in maths and literacy and made sure 

others are included in group activites. 

 

14.5.21 - Gracie Brown for RESPONSIBILITY. Not only 

this week, but always, Gracie takes huge responsibility 

for her learning. She is always the first person to show 

she is listening and contributes to group discussions. 

Gracie has really impressed me with the effort she has 

been putting into her work and reading. 

 

Birch- 

7.5.21 – Zara Buhall  for LOVE. Zara is always kind to 

others and always such a super friend to have in the 

class. 

 

Below are reminders of important PE and Forest school days. 

We will give further updates in our newsletter on 14th May. 

 

                                      

Beech Class – Forest School Tuesday, PE Thursday. 

 

Birch Class – Forest School Monday, PE Friday. 

 

Blackthorn Class – Forest School Friday, PE Tuesday.  

 

 

Please note, as before, children can come to school in PE 

and forest kit on these days. 

                                      

 

Many thanks. 

 



14.5.21 – Keon Barry-Guiste for RESPONSIBILITY. Keon 

has been putting a lot of effort in to his writing and is 

giving 100% all the time. 

 

Blackthorn- 

7.5.21 – Haylie Pearce for RESPONSIBILITY. Haylie has 

been working so hard since coming back after Easter and 

is really focused and determined to improve. 

 

14.5.21  – Harry Harlow for COOPERATION . Harry has 

shown a real positive attitude to learning and in his 

relationships with his classmates. Harry is working really 

hardon improving his writing and always has something 

interesting to say in class discussions. Well done Harry! 

 


