
Curriculum Map for Music 

Knowledge   Skills 

 End of EYFS End of Year 2 End of Year 4 End of Year 6 
To perform  Children sing songs, make 

music and dance, and 
experiment with ways of 
changing them 

 Use their voices expressively 
and creatively by singing 
songs and speaking chants 
and rhymes 

 Play tuned and un-tuned 
instruments musically 

 
 
 
 

 Sing in tune and perform 
simple melodic/ rhythmic 
parts with awareness of 
others showing control of 
their voice including from 
memory. 

 Improvise repeated patterns 
growing in sophistication.  

 Maintain a simple part within 
a group. 

 Understand the importance of 
clarity of notes and words.  

 Play and perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts, using 
their voices and playing 
musical instruments with 
increasing accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To compose  Children sing songs, make 
music and dance, and 
experiment with ways of 
changing them 

 Experiment with, create, 
select and combine sounds 
using the inter-related 
dimensions of music 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Compose music that 
combines several layers of 
sound with awareness of their 
combined effect (Including 
using ICT).  

 Use sound to create abstract 
effects. 

 Recognise and create 
repeated patterns with a 
range of instruments. 

 Create accompaniments for 
tunes.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Improvise and compose 
music for a range of 
purposes using the inter-
related dimensions of music 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



To transcribe    Learn to read music  

 Use Staff and musical notation 
when composing work.  

 Know how many beats in a 
minim, crotchet and 
semibreve and recognise their 
symbols.  

 Know the symbol for a rest in 
music, and use silence for 
effect in my music 

 Use and understand staff 
and other musical notations 

 
 
 

To describe music  They represent their own 
ideas, thoughts and feelings 
through design and 
technology, art, music, dance, 
role play and stories. 

 Listen with concentration and 
understanding to a range of 
high-quality live and recorded 
music 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 To notice, analyse and explore 
the way sounds can be 
combined and used 
expressively.  

 To comment on musicians, 
use of technique to create 
effect. 

 Begin to recognise and 
identify instruments and 
numbers of instruments and 
voices being played. 

 Compare music and express 
growing tastes in music.  

 Explain how musical elements 
can be used together to 
compose music. 

 Listen with attention to detail 
and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory 

 Appreciate and understand a 
wide range of high-quality live 
and recorded music drawn 
from different traditions and 
from great composers and 
musicians 

 Develop an understanding of 
the history of music. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 


