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Why Change the Curriculum? 

• Statutory requirements to introduce the new 
Primary National Curriculum in September 
2014.  

 
The National Curriculum 
provides pupils with an 

introduction to the essential 
knowledge that they need to 

be educated citizens.  



What are the Changes? 

• Milestones have been introduced – End of Yr 2, End of Yr4 
and End of Yr6.  
 

• Milestones are broken down into Age related expectations 
for each year group – although these can be completed in 
any order.  



English 

What’s Out? 

• No mention of use of 
ICT 

• No method for 
teaching reading 
other than phonics. 
(I.e. Context, etc) 

What’s in? 

• Year by Year 
Objectives.  

• Required Spelling and 
Grammar Objectives 
and wordlists.  

• Focus on Reading for 
Pleasure. 

• Reciting Poetry.  



Focus on the fundamentals 
  

• There’s a much deeper focus on learning 

grammar explicitly.  

 

• The new curriculum contains a long list of 

often complex grammatical concepts, 

punctuation and spelling rules that children 

will have to identify and label as well as 

use.  
 

Key changes: 



English – Grammar Objectives 

 



Spelling 

 
• In all year groups the new programme of 

study for spelling consists of learning the 

spelling rules given in the appendix, 

learning to spell the words in the word lists, 

and performing dictation.  

 

•An additional requirement in Key Stage 2 

is using dictionaries to check spellings and 

meanings, and in upper Key Stage 2 pupils 

are also expected to use thesauruses. 



English – Year 3 / 4 Wordlists 

 



Reading for pleasure   

 

• The new curriculum clearly states that 

children should read widely and 

voraciously for pleasure and for meaning.  

 

• The new curriculum highlights the pivotal 

role we must play in ensuring that reading 

takes place beyond the school gates, 

stating that we must ‘set ambitious 

expectations for reading at home.' 





Recitation and debate  

 

• Drama is now to be referred to as ‘role-play’.  This 

will allow for a ‘wider assortment of oral 

performance that includes presentation, 

improvisation and debate.’  

 

• Much greater emphasis on structure and 
convention: 

 - children must be able to organise their 

 thoughts and ideas for the purposes of 

 debate, discussion, explanation and 

 narration.   

 

• More references to social awareness. 



Mathematics 

What’s Out? 

• Use of ICT 

• Use of calculators 
except in exceptional 
cases in upper KS2.  

What’s In? 

• Yearly Objectives. 

• Tables to 12x12 by end 
of Yr4.  

• Focus on Fractions.  

• Telling time in Yr2 

• Using Roman 
Numerals in Yr 3.  

• Area of triangles and 
parallelograms in Y6.  



Mathematics – What’s When? 

• Multiplication tables: 
Y2: 2,5 & 10 times tables.  

Yr3: 3, 4, & 8 times tables.  

Yr4: All tables up to 12 x 12.  

• Fractions: 
Yr1: Introduce ¼ and ½  

Yr2: ¾ and 1/3. Find ½ of a number.  

Yr3:Add and order simple fractions.  

Yr4:Add and subtract fractions.  

Yr5:Use mixed numbers.  

Yr6:Add and Multiply fractions.  



ICT - Computing 

What’s Out? 

• The name ICT 

• Very little mention of 
presenting ideas or 
information. 

• No mention of cross 
curricular ICT.   

What’s In? 

• Changes to 
‘Computing’. 

• Largely based around 
control elements. 

• E-Safety mentioned 
at every Key Stage.  



Other Subjects – Key Points 

Science: 
- KS1 focus on learning seasonal changes. 
- KS2 evolution and inheritance in upper KS2. Force field and 

rocks new concept in lower KS2. 
History: 
-KS1 concepts war and peace.  
- KS2 Chronologically secure knowledge and understanding 

of British local and world history. Changes in Britain from 
the Stone and Iron Age.  

Geography: 
-KS1 Name and locate the worlds seven continents and five 
oceans.  
KS2 – Greater emphasis on locational knowledge, North and 
South America and grid referencing.  



Our Curriculum 
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Assessment Without Levels 

How will we be assessing that the children are 
making progress? 

- There are clear expectations for each year group.  

- We have created a system that shows continuous 
linear progress. 

- Children will be continuously assessed in lessons 
through skilful questioning and by providing 
opportunities for children to demonstrate their 
understanding independently and then across the 
curriculum.  



What will be reported to parents? 

- At the end of each academic year you will be 
informed as to whether your child is working 
below, at or above age related expectations.  

- At parents evening – the focus of the discussion 
will be on the specific objectives that your child, 
after having been taught, is strong at and those 
areas that your child needs to continue to 
develop. We will also be explaining some of the 
things that you can do with your children at 
home to help strengthen the weaker areas. 

Assessment Without Levels 



SATS – Yr2 and Yr6 

• Year 2: 

– Two reading comprehension papers. First paper 
contains three texts with questions. These texts 
get progressively harder. The second paper has a 
separate reading text to the answer booklet. High 
focus on deep comprehension skills.  

– Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Paper.  

– Maths Paper – There are two maths papers. The 
first is an arithmetic paper. The second paper is 
based on mathematical reasoning. 



SATs – Yr2 and Yr6 

• Year 6 

– Children will complete a reading comprehension 
paper. This will be largely based around fiction 
texts.  

– Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar paper.  

– Mathematics – There are three papers. The first is 
an arithmetic paper. The second and third papers 
are based on mathematical reasoning.  

– Some schools will be selected to take part in 
science sampling papers.  



SATs – Yr2 and Yr6 
Tests will be marked differently this year. All 
children will receive a raw score which will then 
be converted into a standardised score.  

 

 

The expected score will be ‘100’ which will be 
the national average. 

 

Parents will be told the standardised score and 
whether the child is therefore working in line 
with national age related expectations.  



Example Questions 
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