
Online Safety Tip 

TikTok 

 

Have you heard of TikTok? Is it an app your child uses? This 

month’s online safety tip gives you information about the app and 

provides information about keeping your child safe online.  

 

What is TikTok? 

It’s a social media app that gives users the opportunity to share 60 second 

short videos with friends, family or the entire world. This social network app is 

from the creators of Musical.ly. All the content that was hosted on Musical.ly is 

now on TikTok. So if your child had a Musical.ly account they will now be able to 

access this content on TikTok. Currently, the app is available in 34 languages 

with 150 million active users. Like Musical.ly before it, it is most popular with 

under 16s. 

 

What is the minimum age for TikTok app? 

13 is the minimum age according to TikTok’s terms and conditions. 

 

How does TikTok work? 

When you download the app, you can instantly see the videos that others have 

posted on the channel but are not able to share or post anything until you have 

set up your own account. 

 

Why do teens love the TikTok? 

It is a way to express themselves and create short-form video clips to gain a 

following and build a community around their passions. It also features some 

great special effects that users can apply to their videos to make them more 

unique. You can also cross-post the content on other platforms to share it with 

more people. 

 

What should parents be concerned about? 

 When you download the app, users can see all the content without creating an 

account although they are not able to post, like or share anything until 

they’ve set up an account on the app. 

 By default all accounts are public so anyone on the app can see what your 

child shares. However, only approved followers can send them messages. 

 Users can like or react to a video, follow an account or send messages to each 

other. There is the risk that strangers will be able to directly contact 

children on the app. 



 Children may be tempted to take risks to get more of a following or likes on a 

video so it’s important to talk about what they share and who they share it 

with. 

 To delete an account you have to request a code from the app using a phone 

number. 

 

6 things you can do to keep them safe on the app 

1. Talk to them about online bullying 

2. Set their TikTok account to private  

3. Make sure they are Share Aware 

4. Get familiar with the community guidelines  

5. Be aware of explicit songs and content on the app 

6. Turn on Digital Wellbeing settings  

 

This guidance is provided by Internet Matters. For further information and 

advice, please visit: https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/esafety-news/tik-

tok-app-safety-what-parents-need-to-know/  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/esafety-news/tik-tok-app-safety-what-parents-need-to-know/
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/esafety-news/tik-tok-app-safety-what-parents-need-to-know/

