
   

Topic Overview – World War 1 

SPARKLE 

Skills: 
• Understand the concept of change over time, representing this, along with evidence, on a 

time line. 

• Use dates and terms to describe events. 

• Use more than one source of evidence for historical enquiry in order to gain a more 

accurate understanding of history. 

• Describe different accounts of a historical event, explaining some of the reasons why the 

accounts may differ. 

• Suggest causes and consequences of some of the main events and changes in history. 

Progression: 
 Previously, children looked at the Fire of London and the impact it had on 

the city. In KS2 we will introduce further key moments in history and explore 
the changes that they caused starting with World War 1.  

Autonomy: 
 Why did the war start? 

 Did they have an alarm system to alert them to go to shelter? 

 What weapons did they have? 

 How did they make the weapons? 

 What transport did they have? Any tanks? 

 Why did they build trenches? 

 What was it like in the trenches?  

 How did they send messages? 

 How did it finish? 

 How many countries took part? 

 What did women do?  

 Did they use gunpowder? 

 Did they make the prisoners mine iron to make their weapons? 

 How many people were killed in the war? 

 How were animals used in the war? 

 How many people survived? 

Relevance (to Us): 
 Understanding our countries history. 

 The impact it has had on our country today and how this affects our lives. 

 Understanding why we hold a memorial day.  
 

 
 
 

Knowledge: 
 Use evidence to ask and find answers to questions about the past.   

 Suggest suitable sources of evidence for historical enquiries.  

 Identify the human and physical characteristics of the counties named above 

including Hills, mountains, coasts and rivers.  

Learning Power: 
In this topic we will focus on reflectiveness as children will be looking back on history 
and trying to evaluate how key moments in history have affected our lives today.  



Enrichment: 
We will launch this topic with a sparkle day including activities such as poppy art, marching and drill sessions and creating our own bunkers. In addition, we will take part in 

a memorial day service. 

 

 


