
   

Topic Overview – WW2 

SPARKLED 

Skills: 
Understand that no single source of evidence gives the full answer to questions 
about the past. 
Show an awareness of the concept of propaganda and how historians must 
understand the social context of evidence studied. 
Refine lines of enquiry as appropriate. 
Use sources of evidence to deduce information about the past. 
Select suitable sources of evidence, giving reasons for choices.  
Describe the main changes in a period of history (using terms such as: social, 
religious, political, technological and cultural). 
Use appropriate historical vocabulary to communicate, including: Dates, time period, 
era, chronology, continuity, change, century, decade, legacy. 
 
 
 
 

Progression: 
Children would have learnt about World War I during Year 3 / 4. 

Autonomy: 
Why did the war start? 
Did the war start because of something stupid or serious? 
How could they sleep in the trenches?  
How did they communicate with each other? (e.g. during battle, with their families, 
etc) 
Did the letters reach their families?  
What methods did they use to communicate? 
Did they use pigeons to communicate? 
How far did the pigeons travel? 
How did the pigeons know where to go? 
Where did they write their letters? (Did they get time? Did they have privacy?) 
 

Relevance (to Us): 
Significant links to the history of our country.  
Some of our great grandparents would have lived through the war. 
When learning about the events of the war, we will reinforce the importance of 
tolerance and equality.  

 
 
 
 



Knowledge: 
Identify and describe how the physical features affect the human activity within a 
location. 
To identify and look at land use patterns of the counties studied in Year 3/4 and 
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time. 
Describe how locations around the world are changing and explain some of the 

reasons for change. 

Describe geographical diversity across the world 
Describe how countries and geographical regions are interconnected and 

interdependent. 

Identify continuity and change in the history of the locality of the school – what was 
the land use of Bierton/ Aylesbury like during the war and how has it changed? 

Learning Power: 
Resourcefulness – Using different resources and sources of information to research 
and learn about World War II. This will include looking at different viewpoints when 
looking at propaganda.  
Reflectiveness- Reflecting on the events of World War II and the subsequent impact 
on our lives today. When learning about propaganda, we will also reflect on why 
there are different versions or recollections of events? 

Enrichment: 
World War II Sparkle Day – History Off the Page 
World War II Art Day – Looking at WW2 artefacts, creating WW2 recipes and other 
art activities.  

Diversity: 
Study of black soldiers during WW2 
Understand the prejudice that black soldiers experienced 

 


