
Spruce, Sycamore and Walnut 

Friday 12th November 2021 

News and Reminders 

The children have had a great start to this half term and are looking forward to lots of exciting activities and events.  
 

Roles and Responsibilities 

Well done to all Year 6 children who applied for the role of either House Captain or Ambassador. Following different application processes, 

the following children have been appointed: 
 

House Captains:                                                                        Ambassadors: 

     Joseph and Sarah Chloe Smi and Elliot 
 Literacy: 

Chloe Smi, Sumaiyah and Ilaria-Rose 

PE: 

George M, George E and Jesse 

Sumaiyah and Amelia H Prisha and Jacob A-D 
 Maths:  

Amelia B and Kruthi 

STEM: 

Grace and Riley 

Spirituality: 

Pahal and Caomihe 

 

Healthy Snacks 

We encourage children to bring in a snack to eat at breaktime as this can support their energy levels and concentration during morning 

lessons. Please can you ensure that your child is bringing a healthy snack (e.g. fruit or vegetable sticks) into school and their water bottle. 

We would like to remind you that crisps, cakes and squash are not considered as healthy snacks.  
 

OPAL Playground Project 

This week you will have received the letter about the launch of our exciting new playground project (OPAL). We would like to remind you 

about our short survey on play and playtime. We will be using the outcomes of this survey to shape our project.  To complete the survey, 

follow this link: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/23QZGSF. You can find out more about OPAL here: Home - Outdoor Play And Learn 

here:  
 

Year 5 and 6 Christmas Rehearsals 

The Year 5 children have now been assigned their parts for our Christmas production and should be practising their lines at home. Year 6 

have also started to learn their dance. Costume letters will be sent out within the next few weeks.  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/23QZGSF
https://outdoorplayandlearning.org.uk/
https://outdoorplayandlearning.org.uk/


Homework 

The children are set homework each week on Monday. It is compulsory and should be completed by the following Monday at the latest. 

Homework will include: 

Activities on Seesaw Other compulsory activities Other activities 

Maths (usually arithmetic) 

SPaG (usually a recap of the 

weekly coverage) 

At least 4 games on Spelling Shed. 

Daily reading (and quizzing at least once a week -  

https://ukhosted93.renlearn.co.uk/6703196) 

Regular practise on Times Table Rock Stars 

and Numbots.  

 

Homework Club: Homework club is available for any child who would like to complete some of their homework in school or feel that they 

need some support with it. Children will need to attend homework club the Friday before their homework is due in. We will be encouraging 

children who frequently do not complete their homework to also attend. 
 

Reading Challenge: At least once a half term, each class will be set a collective reading challenge (e.g. to complete two quizzes a week and 

pass at least one with at least 85%). If all children in the class succeed, the whole class will receive a reward (e.g. extra playtime with 

equipment). We would appreciate you supporting and encouraging your child at home with this. 
 

Please can you ensure that your child is completing their homework if you are having any problems with completing the homework please let 

us know on year56team@biertoncombined.bucks.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ukhosted93.renlearn.co.uk/6703196
mailto:year56team@biertoncombined.bucks.sch.uk


Our Learning 

World War II Art and DT Day: The children enjoyed cooking a range of different foods from WW2, they worked well as a team and really 

enjoyed tasting what they had made. They also created scenes from ‘The Blitz’ using red, yellow and orange paint and sticking silhouettes of 

London buildings over the top. During the afternoon Mr and Mrs Hocking who live in Bierton came in to talk to the children about life in WW2. 

The children were very privileged to look at WW2 artefacts in depth and they re-enacted some of the scenarios from life in WW2. A big 

thank you to Mr and Mrs Hocking for giving up their time to do this. 

    
 

   
 



World War II Experience Day: On this day, the children got to experience life in a school in WW2. They wrote with a quill and ink. They 

also experienced what lessons were taught and found out about what would happen to children who misbehaved! During the afternoon, the 

children got to experience life in a village during WW2. They went to shops and bought items off their list. The children also got to visit the 

local café where they ate sandwiches and cakes.  

 

     
 

   
  

 

 

 



 

Black history month and Spirituality:   In October and November we have been exploring ‘Black History Month’ and have looked at prominent 

figures from history including Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King. The children learnt about their lives and the civil rights movement in 

America and spent time thinking about how unfair a system of segregation is. In response to this learning, the children wrote their own ‘I 

have a dream’ speeches and it was wonderful to hear their aspirations for a better future. Recently, we have been looking at Remembrance 

and discussed what it is and why it is important to remember. We looked at ‘In Flanders Fields’ and as part of a whole school project, each 

child also created their own poppy which is now displayed in the turning circle.  

  
 

Topics for this Half Term: 

Literacy: In Literacy, we have started to study some of Shakespeare’s plays. The children are already enjoying Macbeth and have explored 

different drama techniques as well as figurative language and enhanced descriptions. We are also continuing to recap and learn about 

different SPaG elements during weekly sessions.  

Maths: Year 5 are continuing their learning on multiplication and division, while Year 6 are beginning their learning about fractions. 

Science: Our Science unit for this half term is ‘Animals including humans’. This topic will look at the life cycles of animals and humans, as well 

as human development.  

Topic: Following our learning during Black History Month, this half term’s topic is ‘Inspirational People’. We have considered what makes a 

person inspirational and will look at the lives and actions of different individuals. The children have already begun to learn about Gandhi. 

RE: Our key question for this half term is ‘Does God communicate with humans?’. Within this unit, we will explore different religions and look 

at communication in the Christmas story. 



Computing: In Computing, the children will be completing different activities using Scratch. This will involve them learning and applying new 

skills.  
 

Superstar Learners Diary Dates 

Christian Values Certificates: Well done to those children who have been awarded a 

Christian Value certificate. 

 

Reading: Here is the leader board for class word count and number of quizzes passed 

over the past month: 

 

Word Count  

(October) 

Percentage of Quizzes Passed 

(October) 

1st: Walnut 

2nd: Sycamore 

3rd: Spruce 

1st: Walnut (98%) and Spruce (98%) 

3rd: Sycamore (97%) 

Well done to all classes who have improved the percentage of quizzes passed from 

September to October. 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 19th November: Children in Need 

(information has been sent out via 

ParentMail). 

Monday 22nd – Friday 26th November: Anti-

Bullying and Anti-Racism Week 

Monday 22nd November: Progress reports 

sent out (via ParentMail) 

Tuesday 23rd and Wednesday 24th 

November: Parents Evenings -3:30 – 6:30pm 

(virtual) 

Thursday 25th November: Flu vaccinations 

Thursday 25th November: FOBS Mufti – Day 

(Bring something for the raffle) 

Friday 26th November: INSET Day (school 

closed to children) 



 

 Spruce Sycamore Walnut 

Numbots 

Dexter 

Ethan S 

Joseph 

Dylan J 

Harrison 

Amelia B 

Josh 

Grace 

TTRS 

Zachary  

Toby 

Micah 

Pahal 

Harrison 

Naila 

Amelia B 

Imran 

Leah 

Numbots and Times Table Rock Stars: Well done to the following children who have 

earned the highest amount of 

coins during October.   

 


