
Spruce, Sycamore and Walnut 

Friday 13th January 2023 

News and Reminders 

Welcome back! We hope you all had a wonderful break and managed to spend time with your friends and family. The children have settled in 

really well and have been extremely focused on their learning. We are all looking forward to another exciting and productive half term.  

 

Christmas: Christmas seems like a long time ago now but we wanted to share some photos of our Christmas parties with you! 

 

   
 

PE and Library Days: PE days and library days have remained the same for all classes. 

 Indoor PE (Gymnastics) Outdoor PE (Hockey) Library 

Spruce Tuesday Thursday Wednesday 

Sycamore Thursday Thursday Tuesday 

Walnut Tuesday Monday Thursday 

 



 

Uniform:   

On PE days your child needs to come into school in their PE kit. We have noticed that some children have been wearing some other coloured 

jumpers and leggings/joggers.  

All children are required to wear for PE:  

• Black shorts / Black Leggings / Plain Black Tracksuit bottoms  

• Trainers all year round for outdoor PE and black plimsolls/trainers for indoor PE  

• Blue ‘Bierton’ t-shirt - purchased via ParentMail  

• Navy Blue ‘Bierton’ PE Hoodie - purchased via ParentMail (if they do not have a Bierton PE hoodie, they can wear their normal 

school jumper) 

• Earrings need to be removed (or covered with tape) 

• Long hair needs to be tied back. 

 

We would also like to remind you that on non-PE days children should be in their correct school uniform (this includes their school tie and 

black school shoes). Make-up, including nail varnish, should also be removed for school. We have recently noticed lots of children wearing 

nail varnish to school, trainers instead of school shoes and jewellery which is not part of the uniform policy.  

 

Morning Interventions: We would like remind those children who attend morning interventions that have they have begun again after the 

Christmas break. The children should be in school at 8:30 so they can promptly begin their intervention.  You should have received an email 

about this if your child is required in school for 8:30.  

Homework 

We have noticed a decline in the number of children completing homework. We would encourage you to speak to your child about the 

homework that they are doing and to check that they have done it where possible. The children will be set homework each week on Monday 

(4pm). This should be completed by the following Monday at the latest. Homework will include: 

• A weekly arithmetic task set on Purple Mash.  

• A weekly SPaG task set on Purple Mash (this will usually be based on the previous week’s learning). 

• A weekly spelling activity on Spelling Shed. The spelling activity will link to the spelling ladder that your child is on. They need to 

complete at least 4 games to practise their words. All spelling words can be found on Purple Mash.  



• Daily reading and quizzing at least once week on Accelerated Reader.  The children can quiz at home using this website: 

http://ukhosted93.renlearn.co.uk/6703196    

 

➢ Regular practise on Timetables Rockstars will help to develop your child’s fluency of number facts which will increase their confidence in 

other areas of maths.   

➢ Homework club is available for any child who would like to complete some of their homework in school or feel that they need some 

support with it. Children will need to attend homework club the Friday before their homework is due in.  

➢ Please can you ensure that your child is completing their homework if you are having any problems with completing the homework please 

let us know on year56team@biertoncombined.bucks.sch.uk 

 

Our Learning 

Literacy: We have started our new Literacy text: Hansel and Gretel by Neil Gaiman. The children have enjoyed using different writing 

techniques such as repetition and similes and have been able to include lots of descriptive vocabulary. Next week they will go on to write their 

own narrative. They will be able to create their own villain and setting. We will then be moving onto look at a Disney animation called Paperman 

which will be the stimulus for our writing.  

 

Maths: Year 6 are finishing their unit on decimals and then moving on to look at writing, reading and converting measurements. Children will 

use their decimal place value knowledge to convert measurements such as grams to kilograms and centimetres to metres. Year 5 are finishing 

their topic on multiplication and division and then moving on to look at word problems.  

 

Humanities: We have started our new Humanities unit on the Maya, using a different approach to teaching history. The children were given 

lots of opportunities to explore reasons why we study the Maya and find out information independently by placing picture clues around the 

classroom. They were asked to rank reasons by a level of importance and justify their reasons. There was much debating and it was fantastic 

to hear them back up their reasons with evidence or previous historical knowledge! We are looking forward to continuing this approach for 

the rest of the unit.  

http://ukhosted93.renlearn.co.uk/6703196
mailto:year56team@biertoncombined.bucks.sch.uk


   

 
 

Science: Our Science topic for this term is Electricity. We will be carrying out lots of investigations around circuits and finding out about 

electrical conductors and insulators and how objects can become charged.  During science week (w/c 27th March) we will be taking part in a 

science workshop linked to electricity and states of matter over a couple of days. 

 

 

 



RE: Our new RE topic question for this term is: Do clothes express belief? We will be exploring how clothing rules can express belief and give 

people a sense of identity. This week we started the unit by looking at a range of statements and discussing whether or not we agreed with 

them. We then created a class bar show to represent the data gathered by the class.  

 

   

  
 
 
 
 
 

                                                         



Spirituality: This half-term our Christian Value is ‘Love.’ The children have explored different types of love and how they can show love 

through their words and actions. We created some ‘Love’ themed candles for our spirituality display. We discussed what the term ‘Love thy 

neighbour’ and ‘Do unto others as you would have others do unto you’ mean.  

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



 

Superstar Learners Diary Dates 

Christian Value awards: 

Walnut Class: Lyla - Responsibility 

Sycamore Class: Zachary – Responsibility 

Spruce Class: Jack – Responsibility 
 

 

TTRS 

 

Top score on TTRS (Last 14 

days) 

 - Walnut: Ethan S 

 - Sycamore: Jasmine 

- Spruce: Aryana 
 

 

W/C: Monday 30th January: Year 5/6 

assessment week 

W/C: Monday 6th: Children’s Mental Health 

Week 

Friday 10th February: School finishes at 

normal time for half term. 

 

 


