
Hawthorn, Hazel and Holly Class 

28th May 2021 

News and Reminders 

What a half term! We can’t believe that we are half way through the Summer Term; it has been a whirlwind of fun and learning! We would like to 

wish you all a happy, safe and restful half term and look forward to seeing everyone on Monday 7th June. 

 

Year 5 reading challenge - an update: As mentioned in our previous update, Year 5 have been set a challenge to collectively read 3.5 million words 

by the end of this academic year. They have made a good start and read 751, 426 words between them. A massive well done to Riley in Hawthorn who 

alone has read over 300,000 words! 

 

Half Term Challenges - Hawthorn vs Hazel vs Holly: We know that the children in Year 5 and 6 can be highly competitive and therefore we have 

set two different challenges for half term: a reading challenge and a Times Table Rock Stars challenge. The winning class for each competition will 

get to choose an experience of their choice after half term. Good luck everyone. 

 

Reading Challenge Times Table Rock Stars Challenge 

The class who have the biggest increase in words read will win a prize.  

This will be calculated by finding how many words are read by each class 

between Friday 28th May and Monday 7th June. Please remember you can 

access Accelerated Reader quizzes at home on the following website:  

https://ukhosted93.renlearn.co.uk/6703196/   

 

Individual prizes will be given to three children in each class who have 

either increased their word count by the most or shown tremendous 

effort and determination.  

The result of this competition will be determined by looking at a 

combination of two factors: the percentage of children accessing Times 

Table Rock Stars and the number of minutes on average that has been 

spent on Times Table Rock Stars. Like the reading competition, this will 

run from Friday 28th May until Monday 7th June. 

 

Individual prizes will be given to three children in each class who have 

either increased their studio speed by the most or shown tremendous 

effort and determination. 

 

Year 6 Experience Days: A letter has been sent via ParentMail regarding two experience days for Year 6 children. We are very excited for these 

to take place after half term. If you have any questions, please contact us (year56team@biertoncombined.bucks.sch.uk). Please can we ask for 

payments to be made via ParentMail by Wednesday 9th June so we can secure these events.                                     

https://ukhosted93.renlearn.co.uk/6703196/
mailto:year56team@biertoncombined.bucks.sch.uk


Homework 

There will be no official homework set over half term but please encourage your child to read regularly, practise their spellings and use Times Table 

Rock Stars (or Numbots). As the children have challenges over half term, the more time they spend reading and on Times Table Rock Stars will help 

them and their class win the prize! 

Our Learning 

Science Workshop: Last week, Year 5 and 6 attended an exciting electricity workshop with Mr Francis. We got to investigate how different objects 

can be used to generate electricity that we use in our daily lives. We used solar panels and wind power to create electricity to work LED lights, buzzers, 

clocks, radios and calculators. Amazingly, we also managed to use fruits and vegetables (potatoes, oranges and lemons) to work as batteries and power 

some of these devices. We also got to touch a plasma ball. When we touched it, the electricity went through our hands, into our body and then to the 

floor. We had an amazing time and learnt a lot. We would like to say thank you to Mr Francis and also The Griffin Trust for funding the workshop. 

Written by: Cai, Imogen, Indy, Joshua and Ollie L (Holly Class) This was a fantastic introduction as we are going to be learning about electricity in 

Science next half term. 

          
 

Visit from Ark Farm: All week the children (adults) in Year 5 and 6 have been eagerly awaiting the visit from Ark Farm and there has a lot of 

speculation about which animals we would see. The children loved seeing all of the animals (two chickens; three dogs; three sheep; a donkey; two ducks; 

a pig and three goats - a mother and her two two-month old kids) and learning more about them. We would like to say a massive thank you to Ark Farm 

for visiting us and to The Griffin Trust for funding this event. We anticipate some children asking for new pets after this experience! 

 



             

 

       

                          

Literacy: In Literacy, we created non-chronological reports of the Grand Canyon. This linked to our learning of Holes and enabled us to showcase our 

non-fiction writing skills.  

 

           



 

Hawthorn Class have watched the film adaptation of Holes and wrote a film review. They practised talking like a true critic and 

used technical film vocabulary to make their review interesting to read.   

 

 

 

 

Topic and Art: Over the past few weeks, the children have been designing and building their own sculpture of the Grand Canyon. This has involved 

using a range of skills and different medium (e.g. wire, tape, papier-mâché and clay). The children have demonstrated amazing cooperation during this 

task. Here are some photos of our sculptures so far (we will share our finished models next half term).   

 
                          m                                                                                 

         
 

Well-being: This week, we have also been having some intensive well-being sessions. We have looked at a lot of different areas that will help us manage 

our emotions and help us feel better if problems arise. This included: looking at the difference between fact and opinion; STOPP (Stop - Take a breath 

- Observe - Pull back - Practise and Proceed); changing unhelpful thought habits and looking at different perspectives. We have also consider equality 

and the impact of racism and other forms of discrimination.  

 

Maths: Year 5 have been learning about angles and are moving onto position and movement.  Hawthorn took their Maths learning outside and really 

enjoyed becoming a human point on a graph.  

 



 

          
 
 

Superstar Learners Diary Dates 

Christian Values Certificates: Well done to those children who have been awarded a Christian 

Value certificate. 

21st May  28th May 

Hawthorn: Joseph - Cooperation 

Hazel: Iman - Respect 

Holly: Cai - Cooperation 

Hawthorn: Chloe Smi and George - Responsibility 

Hazel: Austin - Honesty 

Holly: All of Year 6 - Responsibility and Cooperation 

 

Hawthorn Hazel Holly 

Finch 

Riley 

Chloe Smi 

Reon 

Connor 

Suhani 

Ruby 

Ryan D 

Millie 

Times Table Rock Stars: Well done to the following children who have earned the highest 

amount of coins over the past fortnight.  

  

Well done to the girls in Hawthorn who won the girls 

vs boys Times Table Rock Stars class challenge! 

 

Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June: Half 

Term 

Monday 7th June: All children back to school to 

start Summer 2 

W/C Monday 7th June: Sports Week  (Children 

to wear school PE kit all week. 

Wednesday 9th June: Payment deadline for 

Year 6 experience days 

W/C 14th June: Literacy Week  

Monday 14th June: Year 6 experience day at 

Willen Lake 

 

Library: Year 5 and 6 will now be visiting the 

library on a Friday. Please can you ensure that 

your child has their library book in school so 

that they can change it.  


