
Hawthorn, Hazel and Holly Class 

29th November 2019 

News and Reminders Homework 

 

Trips and Visits 

Our trip to Bletchley Park is just over a week away. We will send our 

final updates and reminders next week. 
 

Christmas Lunch 

Our Christmas lunch is on Friday 13th December and everyone is looking 

forward to having a festive meal that has been prepared and cooked in 

school. Christmas lunch needs to be ordered via ParentMail.  
 

Costumes 

As our production of ‘Bah Humbug!’ is quickly approaching, please can 

you ensure that all costumes are in school. 
 

Maths Shed and Spelling Shed 

Our Maths (Abi, George and Suwayne) and Literacy (Beth, Lilyrose and 

Paige) Ambassadors have introduced a new incentive into school. In 

order to celebrate children’s successes on Maths Shed and Spelling 

Shed, each week, the highest scoring class and the highest scoring 

individual will receive a certificate and bonus dojos! Well done for 

coming up with such a great idea Year 6!  
 

After-School Clubs 

We would like to remind everyone that all children need to be collected 

by an adult after clubs (4:15pm). This is due to the evenings getting 

darker. The last day of clubs for this half term is Friday 6th December. 

you for your co-operation. 

SPAG: This week’s homework is focusing on apostrophes (its and it’s) 

and next week the children will be learning parenthesis and the use of 

brackets.  

MyMaths and Arithmetic: This week, the children have been given an 

activity focusing on multiplying by single digits on MyMaths. Next week, 

they will practise multiplying by 2-digit numbers. They also have their 

weekly arithmetic papers to complete. 

Spelling Shed and Maths Shed: There are lots of fun activities on 

Maths Shed and Spelling Shed to support the learning and practising of 

weekly spellings and mathematical facts.   
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Our Learning 

Science: As our Science learning has focused around life cycles, the children have researched and compared the life cycle of different mammals and 

amphibians. They have now started to look at the life cycle of a bird, which included looking at the importance of eggs. The children used their 

scientific skills when identifying the different parts of an egg. Through discussion, they then also looked at the functions of the different parts and 

how each part contributed to the life cycle.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic: The children are really enjoying learning about World War II within their topic lessons and over the past two weeks have been learning about 

propaganda. As it played an important part in World War II, they were intrigued when looking at a range of World War II propaganda posters. 

Working collaboratively, the children looked at how both the Allies and Axis used propaganda to shape public opinion and subsequently identified key 

points and ideas. The children reflected on how propaganda was used to raise the morale of people at home and the forces ighting abroad. They also 

considered how propaganda was also used to decrease the morale of the people on the other side - encouraging them to lose their belief in a victory 

and oppose the ward. Following their research, the children have started to create their own propaganda posters.  

 

 

 



Maths: In Maths, we have been practising using stem sentences to help us understand different mathematical concepts and strategies. Although we 

have only recently introduced stem sentences in Year 5 and 6, the children are familiarising themselves with them and using them to support their 

learning. When learning about multiplication, the children have been using the following stem sentence: “If I double one factor, I must halve the 

other factor for the product to remain the same”. The children practised using this strategy to solve more complex multiplication problems without 

the use of a formal method. For example: 8 x 45 = 4 (half of 8) x 90 (double 45). As we know 4 x 9 = 36, we can use our place value knowledge to 

know that 4 x 90 = 360 so 8 x 45 = 260. The children also then began to apply this stem sentence to other problems - “If I multiply one factor by 

_____, I must divide the other factor by ____ for the product to remain the same”.  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Computing: As our current computing topic is ‘We are cryptographers’, the children have started exploring different forms of communication. They 

have looked at Morse code and semaphore and discussed similarities and differences, as well as possible benefits and constraints. The children were 

amazed to learn: 

 a skilled semaphore signaller could send or receive up to 25 letters a minute. 

 semaphore messages could be relayed nearly 155 miles in 15 minutes. 

 a trained Morse code operator could transmit 40 to 50 words per minute. 

 

Everyone also were very determined when deciphering messages written in semaphore 

and Morse code.  

 

 

                              

 



Extra-Curricular Events 

Netball Match: On Monday 18th November, our Netball Team started off the 2019 netball league by playing their first match against Oak Green 

School. It was a thrilling game and the team demonstrated their fantastic skills and teamwork throughout with Keira scoring a fantastic goal. Whilst 

we did not win our match, our positivity and belief were outstanding and we hope to continue this in our future fixtures! Thanks to Keira, Paige, Abi, 

Nevaeh and Austin for representing Bierton.                  

 

Cross County: On a sunny Autumn day, children from all over Aylesbury came together at Turnfurlong school to participate against one another in 

the first cross country race of the season.  First up were the Year 6 boys, who kicked off another year of cross-country competitions with a great 

race, showing their dedication to the cross-country as some have been participating since they were in Year 3. Next up were the Year 5 girls, who 

continued to make Bierton proud with their high-sprits and enthusiasm. Even a rocky start couldn’t put our Year 5 boys off (the whole race ended up 

running the wrong route!) and they all successfully crossed the finish line with great times. Every boy and girl showed fantastic perseverance, 

determination and teamwork. After each race, lots of Bierton children stayed behind to cheer on and support their fellow school members, which was 

fantastic to see. An amazing bronze medal to our Year 5 Girls Team too! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 Dodgeball Competition: Dodge, duck, dive, dip and dodge: these are the 5 rules of dodgeball and the boys and girls 

from Bierton certainly did that! On Thursday, we travelled to Wendover to compete in a dodgeball competition against 7 

other teams. It was an exhilarating tournament with fast-paced action throughout. Bierton showed exceptional throwing skills 

and managed to hit many of the opposing team throughout their matches.  

 

 



All of children showed truly incredible dodging and ducking abilities, with Issy even managing to throw a ball over to another game, whilst dodging a 

ball from her own game! When the children weren’t competing, they were showing fantastic sportsmanship by cheering on their teammates and it was 

great to witness the children passing the balls to their teammates and encouraging one another on. Their hard work paid off and they competed in 

the 3rd/4th playoffs, narrowly losing in the 3rd round. Thanks to all the children for representing Bierton School. 

                                       
 

Visit to Hulcott: On Tuesday afternoon, our Head Boy, Head Girl and Literacy and Maths Ambassadors visited Hulcott Care Home with Ms Martin, 

Mr Gadsby and Mrs Baker. Throughout the afternoon, the children participated in a range of activities alongside the residents. Here are some of the 

activities and comments from the children:  

 We played skittles with the seniors, which was nice as we saw how much fun they had. 

 We talked about the jobs they used to have and heard some stories. 

 While music was playing, we passed around a soft ball. Whoever was holding the ball when the music stopped, had to introduce themselves, 

say what their job was or sing a line from a song. 

 We had the opportunity to ask people about their lives.  

 At the end, we all had refreshments.  

All of the children had an excellent visit and we would like to thank Hulcott Care Home for making us feel so welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Superstar Learners Diary Dates 

Christian Values Certificates: 

Well done to the following children for receiving certificates over the past two weeks. 

 

22nd November 2019 

Hawthorn Mikel Love Mikel demonstrated kindness and 

compassion when comforting another 

child who was upset.  

Hazel Paige Responsibility Paige demonstrates fantastic 

responsibility towards caring for all 

aspects of the environment. She always 

helps to keep the classroom tidy and 

picks up any litter she sees inside or 

outside. 

Holly Harley 

and 

George 

Co-operation Harley and George demonstrated 

amazing co-operation when solving a 

range of challenging BIDMAS questions 

in Maths.  

29th November 2019 

Hawthorn Beth Co-Operation Beth has been extremely helpful within 

the classroom and always offers to give 

out resources and assist with any jobs. 

Hazel Livy Responsibility Livy always takes great ownership and 

responsibility of her learning. She 

arrives at every lesson prepared and is 

always ready to learn. 

Holly Harley Responsibility Harley has been really engaged during all 

lessons and is taking ownership of his 

learning!  

December 

Monday 9th December:  Year 5 and 6 visit to Bletchley 

Park 

Tuesday 10th December: Key Stage 2 Christmas 

Production  (1:30pm) 

Tuesday 10th December: Key Stage 2 Christmas 

Production  (6:30pm) 

Wednesday 11th December: Key Stage 2 Christmas 

Production  (9:15am) 

Wednesday 11th December: Topic celebration afternoon 

with parents (2:30pm) 

Friday 13th December: Hot Christmas lunch 

 
 



Accelerated Reader: This fortnight we are celebrating all of the children who have 

passed (80% or above) on their quizzes. 

 
Hawthorn Hazel Holly 

Purbasha 

Eloise 

Charlie 

Mikel 

Alyssa 

Johnny 

Isabella 

Connor 

Archie 

Ollie 

Zack 

Keira 

Ashton-Lee 

Christina 

Neve 

Ryan D 

Millie 

Oliver G 

Scarlett 

Caspar 

Lilyrose 

Daniel 

Jessica 

Salahuddin 

Keyaan 

Asher 

Isabelle 

 

  

 

Outstanding Learning:  

 

Hazel Class: Natalie was resilient and determined to 

challenge herself when multiplying numbers by 2-digits. 

Well done Natalie! 

 

Holly Class: Austin M has shown fantastic learning in 

Maths. He has been practising using the stem sentences 

to explain how he has solved a problem and as a result has 

made links between different calculations. Keep up the 

great learning Austin! 

 

Hawthorn Class: William has utilised his amazing 

construction skills when creating props to be used within 

our production of Bah Humbug! This has also enabled him 

to demonstrate his fantastic problem solving skills when 

considering solutions when structural problems have 

arisen! Thank you for all of your hard-work and support 

William! 

 


