
Hawthorn, Hazel and Holly Class 

25th October 2019 

News and Reminders Homework 

As we come to the end of our first half term, we would like to congratulate everyone on 

their hard work and enthusiasm! We hope you all have a wonderful break! 
 

Parents Meetings 

The Parents Meetings for the Autumn Term will take place on Tuesday 5th November 

and Wednesday 6th November. Each meeting will be with the whole Year 5/6 Team. This 

will give you a complete overview of your child's learning. In order to allow for all 

parents to meet with the team there are both morning and evening appointments. Please 

remember: all appointments must be pre-booked on ParentMail. 
 

Trips and Visits 

Information about our upcoming trip to Bletchley Park has been sent out. Please ensure 

confirmation of attendance and the voluntary contribution has been made by 29th 

November.  
 

Spelling Shed and Maths Shed 

As a school, we have purchased a subscription to Spelling Shed and Maths Shed. You will 

receive your child’s individual login during your parent meeting. This will give them access 

to a variety of activities. During the free-trial period, many children enjoyed trying to 

improve their scores and became quite competitive! We can’t wait to see their motivation 

and enthusiasm continue.  
 

Maths Vocabulary 

The children are continuing to recap and learn a wide range of mathematical vocabulary. 

If you would like to gain a better understanding of the vocabulary the children are using 

in class, the website ‘Maths is Fun’, provides an online maths dictionary as well as other 

activities. You can access the website on: www.mathsisfun.com  

Over half term, we do not send home written homework. 

However, it would be beneficial for your child to 

practise their times tables and continue to read. 

Remember that you can check if your child can complete 

a quiz on the book they are reading by looking on the AR 

Book Finder website - www.arbookfind.co.uk   

 

Year 5: Children in Year 5 have all now been given a 

script for our Christmas production - Bah Humbug! 

Please support your child in learning their lines to 

ensure that they are prepared for rehearsals after half 

term.  

 

Times tables: Please can you continue to practise times 

tables at home. Rapid and accurate of multiplication 

facts (and the associated division facts) supports 

children in all areas of their maths learning, such as: 

multiplication of larger numbers, division and fractions. 

 

Spellings: As half term is approaching, the children 

have not received new spellings. However, please 

continue to practise and recap on the spelling rules they 

have already learnt so far this year. They will be given a 

spelling test consisting of words which follow these 

patterns during the first week back after half term. 

http://www.mathsisfun.com/
http://www.arbookfind.co.uk/


Our Learning 

Maths: During our maths lessons, we have continued to extend our knowledge of addition and subtraction. As we are learning how to use concrete 

and pictorial resources to understand and prove different mathematical ideas, we have been practising using different bar models. Some lessons 

involved us using bar models to show how we can complete balanced number equations. Within another lesson, we used bar models to help us 

understand worded problems. Presenting the information in a bar model has helped us identify the missing piece of information and therefore we 

have been able to identify the mathematical operation and method we need to solve the problem.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P.E: This week, we held our first Year 5 and 6 inter-house sporting competition of the year. As we have spent this half term learning about tag-ruby, 

we had the opportunity to put the skills we have learnt into action. The children were split into teams of 7 and were representing their house. All 

children exhibited fantastic sportsmanship skills, which was fantastic to see! 

 

      
 

 

 



Harvest: This year’s theme for Harvest has been ‘Harvest Around The World’. All classes in Key Stage 2 were given a different country to research 

and then chose a way to represent their findings within the Harvest Festival. The children have learnt an array of amazing facts about China (Holly 

Class), Italy (Hawthorn Class) and Thailand (Hazel Class). It has been wonderful to witness their enthusiasm when learning about diversity and 

different cultures. During their research, Hawthorn had the opportunity to taste a selection of olives; Hazel learnt about Thai fruits and Holly 

Learnt about the Moon Festival.  If you managed to watch the Harvest Festival, we hope you enjoyed learning about how harvest is celebrated around 

the world.  

 

   
 

JRSO Fun Day: Last week, our newly appointed Junior Road Safety Officers (JRSOs) participated in a range of informative workshops. Imogen, Leo 

and Sophia attended the fun day along with children from other schools. During the afternoon, their participation within the different workshops 

extended their knowledge on the importance of road safety.  The workshops included: 

 The fire service showing how to safely remove an injured person from a car that had been in an accident.  

 Looking at lorries and learning about their blind-spots. It was fascinating to learn that you need to be at least 25m away from the lorry in order 

for the driver to see your full body. 

 Recapping on bike safety. This included learning about different road signs and the importance of wearing a helmet. It is important to remember 

to fit your helmet properly (but not too tight) and also ensure you get a new one if you ever drop or damage your helmet.  

The JRSOs had a fantastic afternoon and are looking forward to sharing what they have learnt with other children in school.  

 
 

 

 

 

 



Our Topics 

Please find an overview of the topics and themes we will be learning about after half term.   

 

Literacy: As the children are so captivated by ‘The Explorer’ by Katherine Rundell, our Literacy learning will continue to be based around this text. 

Throughout the half term, we will practise using a range of literary techniques and apply them during a range of writing opportunities. This will 

include descriptive writing and a medical report / fact file. 

 

Reading Comprehension: Similar to Literacy, our reading comprehension sessions will centre around ‘The Explorer’ alongside a selection of shorter, 

independent texts. We will have many opportunities to discuss the language and practise using our retrieval and deduction skills to answer a range of 

1-3 mark questions.  

 

Maths: In Maths, we will be learning about multiplication, division and the inverse relationship between them. This will also involve learning new 

methods - including long division. We will then move onto learning about fractions. As all of these mathematical areas are closely linked to times 

tables, please support your child in continuing to improve their fluency and recall of multiplication facts.  

 

Topic - World War II: During topic lessons, we will be learning about World War II with a focus and emphasis on communication and propaganda. 

Our topic will begin with our Sparkle Day on 11th November. On this day, members of Year 5 and 6 leading a Remembrance Day Collective Worship. On 

our Sparkle Day, children will be coming into school dressed as a World War II evacuee. Please remember to send in small boxes which we will use to 

create replica gas masks. In December, our trip to Bletchley Park will bring our learning to life when we have the opportunity to participate in 

different coding activities.   

 

Science- Animals including Humans: Following our science learning about the reproduction of different plants and animals, next half term we will 

focus on animals and humans. This will include learning about the different stages humans go through during life (e.g. baby, toddler, adolescent, adult, 

etc). Although this is a science topic, we will be covering old age and the elderly so children may want to discuss this at home. This topic will also 

provide great opportunities for cross-curricular learning as we will be looking at different gestation periods and subsequently completing some data 

analysis.  

 

PE: After half term, we will be focusing on netball during our outdoor PE sessions. Within this unit, we will learn, practise and develop a range of 

skills, which will then be applied during different games. During our indoor PE sessions, we will be creating, practising and refining our dance skills. 

These sessions will culminate in the children performing a dance within our Christmas production of Bah Humbug!  



Computing: At the start of the half term, we will be completing our ‘We are game developers’ unit. We will then move onto ‘We are cryptographers’. 

This links to our World War II topic as we will learn about communicating information securely through an introduction to cryptography (the science 

of keeping communication and information secret). Throughout the unit, we will learn about: early methods of communicating over distances; early 

ciphers and also consider what makes a secure password. We will also continue to learn strategies on how to keep safe online. 

 

RE: Within RE sessions, we will be exploring the question ‘Does God communicate with man?’. During lessons, we will delve deeper into the Christmas 

story and understand it from a Biblical viewpoint. We will also consider whether Sacred texts have to be true to help people understand their 

religion, as well as reflecting on whether religion is the most important influence and inspiration in everyone’s life. 

 

Christian Values: After half term, we will be looking at ‘love’. The children in Year 5 and 6 have already started to discuss this value and have 

designed feathers that depict the things they believe represent love. These feathers will become the plumage for the Bierton bird within each class. 

 

Anti-bullying week: During our first week back after half term (Tuesday 5th November - Friday 8th November), the whole school will be participating 

within an anti-bullying week. Throughout the week, we will learn about four different types of bullying (emotional, physical, cyber/online and verbal), 

as well as exploring the definition of bullying. This will help the children understand the difference between a fall out and a more serious incident. 

Furthermore, we will look at the role of a bystander and highlighting the importance of speaking to someone if you feel you or someone you know is 

being bullied. 

Sporting Events 

Girls Football Competition: On the 17th October, Bierton School was back at the Mandeville School to compete in the Girls’ 

Football competition. Our team played amazingly, showing great passing and footwork- we drew with Ashmead B Team and 

Keira scored two fantastic goals leading to a victory against Bedgrove B Team! Thanks to Alyssa, Millie, Bobbi-rose, 

Jessica, Emily, Purbasha and Keira for competing. 

 

Football Matches: On Tuesday, a 3-1 victory against St Marys resulted in Bierton going to top of the table with 3 points! 

We demonstrated fantastic skills and teamwork throughout the game and managed to score three amazing goals by Keyaan, 

Ollie and Zack. Our positivity and belief were outstanding and we hope to continue this in our future fixtures! Thanks to Johnny, Billy, Keyaan, 

Connor, Aidan, Zack, Ollie, Ashton-Lee and Austin for representing Bierton. Written by the PE Ambassadors.  

 

 



Handball Competition: On Thursday 17th October, Bierton School played in a Year 5/6 handball competition at Aylesbury Grammar School. There 

were six teams. We played fantastically, worked constantly as a team and made some truly exceptional saves. We played four different games and 

came 2nd in our group and 4th overall. It was hard work but we never gave up! Thanks to Aidan, Jay Jay, Austin G, Zack, Leo, Alyssa, Bobbi-Rose Abi 

and Johnny.  

Superstar Learners Diary Dates 

Accelerated Reader:  

Well done to the following children for completing at least 5 quizzes 

this half term and passing all or the majority of them: 
 

Hawthorn Hazel Holly 

Holly (6/7) 

Nevaeh (12/12) 

Charlie (11/12) 

Alyssa (9/9) 

Isabella (12/13) 

Zack (24/25) 

Ashton-Lee (9/10) 

Jennah (18/18) 

Christina (6/6) 

Neve (22/23) 

Ryan D (17/17) 

Livy (5/5) 

Connor (5/5) 

Lilyrose (10/10) 

Talen (6/6) 

Suwayne (7/7) 

Ruby (5/5) 

Asher (8/8) 

 

 

28th October – 1st November: Half Term 

 

Monday 4th November: INSET Day. 

5th November – 8th November: Anti-Bullying Week 

Tuesday 5th November: Parents Evening 

Wednesday 6th November: Parents Evening 

Monday 11th November: World War II Sparkle Day 

Thursday 14th November: Year 5 Dodgeball Competition  

Thursday 28th November: Year 6 Dodgeball Competition  

Monday 9th December: Year 5 and 6 visit to Bletchley Park 

 

Note: The above sporting events are for those children who have shown 

particular interest in participating in the competitions. 

 

Outstanding Learning:  

Literacy - George for demonstrating an excellent attitude towards learning. He been reflective and shown dedication when writing and as a result is 

making great progress.  Well done George! 

Maths - Well done to Bobby for outstanding effort when balancing number equations! He represented the numbers in bar models and then used this 

information to calculate the missing number. Keep up the fantastic learning Bobby!  

Reading Comprehension - Billy for continuing to challenge himself during sessions and ensuring that he is including precise information when 

responding to a range of questions. Keep it up Billy! 

 


