
Hawthorn, Hazel and Holly Class 

13th December 2019 

News and Reminders Homework 

 

As we approach the end of the Autumn Term, we would like to thank you for all of your support over the past few 

months. The children have worked extremely hard and deserve an enjoyable and relaxing break. We look forward 

to seeing everyone on Tuesday 7th January. 
 

Christmas Parties: Our Christmas parties are on Wednesday 18th December. You should have received a 

Parentmail providing all of the relevant information but here are a few things to remember: 

 Children may wear mufti clothes to school (please ensure the clothes are appropriate for this time of year and 

that your child has a coat). 

 Children may bring in a small festive snack. 

 Children will have lunch as usual so please ensure you have booked a hot lunch if needed.  

 

Christingles: Please can the children make sure they have brought in an orange to make their Christingle by 

Monday 16th December. During next week, we will be revisiting the symbolism of the Christingle and learning about 

what each part of the Christingle represents.  We will light our Christingles during our whole school collective 

worship on Thursday 19th December. The children always enjoy having their Christingles during the last collective 

worship before Christmas.  

 
 

Maths Problem Solving Week: During our first week back in January, we will be celebrating Maths Problem 

Solving Week. The children will have various opportunities to develop and utilise a range of mathematical skills. 

This includes participating within a workshop held by Imagination Gaming. Further details about this week 

(including a Maths competition and parent workshops) will be provided by Parentmail.  

 

Thank you: We would like to thank all of the volunteers that have supported the children’s learning this term. 

This includes our weekly volunteer readers, parents who have supported with clubs and those who have attended 

trips. We appreciate all of your support and dedication and the children are thankful for their enriched learning 

opportunities.   

 

All of the children in Year 5 

and 6 have worked extremely 

hard this term and have had 

an incredibly busy week; 

therefore, there will be no 

homework set over the 

Christmas holiday.  

 

It would be beneficial for 

children to take some time to 

complete the following 

activities: 

 Read regularly. 

 Recap on the spellings and 

spelling rules they have 

learnt during this half 

term. 

 Continue to use Maths 

Shed and Spelling Shed to 

improve their fluency in a 

range of areas. 

 

Thank you for your 

cooperation and support with 

homework throughout the 

Autumn Term. 



Our Learning 

Visit to Bletchley Park: For over 30 years, the work behind the gates at Bletchley Park remained secret, until the Secrecy Act 

was lifted in the 1970s and the men and women who worked there started to share the communications secrets that took place 

during the war. On Monday 9th December, Year 5/6 concluded their World War II topic on communication and coding by visiting 

Bletchley Park.  

When we arrived, we took part in a workshop about the ‘Battle of Atlantic’ in which we had to first 

sign an oath of secrecy and use our code breaking skills to decipher a Morse Code recording. Tricky 

enough- even before we realised that it was still only at half speed!  It was amazing to think that the 

WRENS (Women’s Royal Naval Service) at Bletchley Park would have had to have listened intently to 

these dots and pauses for eight hours at a time! Luckily, we managed to solve the recording and were 

shown an Enigma Machine. This was a machine that the Germans used to create unreadable messages 

and we found out that it created over a billion different combinations daily! To further complicate the 

code, the Germans would change the order of the wheels each day to create a new 3-letter password. To help the Battle 

of Atlantic, we were given the challenge of solving the given codes by referring to the daily enigma codes. With only 

moments to spare, using some of our Bierton values of cooperation, we managed to solve the different encryptions and helped to support the allies 

defer Germany’s plans!  

Afterwards we visited some of the huts around the sight, walking through imitations of what the huts would have looked like during the war- 

complete with furniture and clothing. We also observed some of the propaganda posters that we had studied at school, as well as a replica of the 

Bombe machine (which Alan Turing used to solve the Enigma code) 

After lunch, we had a tour of the surrounding site, from a guide, who told us more information about the park. It was fascinating to hear why the 

British Intelligence chose Bletchley Park in the first place, as well as the immense lengths so many of the men and women took when travelling to 

deliver their messages. It was a great trip to end our topic and really made us consider how our local environment supported the war effort!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

           



Bah Humbug Production: Unlike Ebenezer Scrooge, Key Stage 2 spent weeks eagerly preparing to spread festive joy and goodwill! We are sure that 

you will agree that their acting, singing and dancing were incredible and blew us all away! The commitment they demonstrated while rehearsing and 

their enthusiasm during the production resulted in three outstanding performances (in less than 24 hours)! It was wonderful to see so many family 

and friends in the audience and the children have appreciated your glowing reviews! It was also amazing to see so many of our Christian Values being 

used: cooperation (when helping each other learn their parts and supporting each other on and off stage); responsibility (for learning their lines and 

dances and knowing when to come on and off of the stage); and love (for the support and compassion they gave to each other, including when people 

were nervous). Well done to everyone in Key Stage 2 for giving a memorable performance and getting everyone into the festive spirit!  

     
 

Topic: All of Year 5 and 6 have enjoyed learning about World War II during their topic sessions this half term. The knowledge they have acquired in 

a few months is incredible and we are positive they would enjoy educating other members of their family about the key events and the impact of 

propaganda. The children have been particularly enthusiastic when learning about the enigma machine and the subsequent work of code breakers, 

including Alan Turing in deciphering German messages.   

On Wednesday, all three classes joined together to celebrate their learning and it was fantastic to see so many family members attend the 

celebration afternoon. Following their learning about the Caesar cipher, children enjoyed writing secret messages for their family or peers to 

decipher! The children also performed a selection of songs which were used to boost moral during World War II, including: ‘We’ll Meet Again’ and 

‘Run Rabbit Run”. Their performance of ‘Evacuee’ by Enya was powerful and moving.  

 

                              
 

 



Extra-Curricular Events 

Choir: The Key Stage 2 choir have been helping everyone in school and the local community get into the festive spirit. As well as performing 

beautifully at the Christmas Fair, the choir have also sung at: Hulcott Care Home, The Salvation Army and during the Carol Service at St James the 

Great Church (in aid of raising money for charity). It has been wonderful to see the commitment and dedication of all members of the choir 

culminating in fantastic performances! Well done! 

 

Literacy and Maths Project: Throughout the Autumn Term, two groups of Year 5 children have been participating in enrichment projects provided 

by students from Aylesbury High School. Within this term alone, the maths group have covered an array of mathematical concepts, including: 

fractions, decimals, shape, money and angles. Furthermore, they have utilised their knowledge and reasoning skills when tackling different problems.  

The literacy group have also been working hard to develop their understanding and use of different figurative devices, including: metaphors, similes 

and onomatopoeia. Well done to all of the children and thank you to the girls from Aylesbury High School for planning and delivering such engaging 

activities. We can’t wait to see what they learn next term! 
 

 

Diary Dates 

December 

Monday 16th December: Children performing within the Christmas Treat Afternoon for the Senior Citizens. 

Please ensure an orange is in school ready for Christingle.  

Tuesday 17th December: Official opening of the new part of the school. 

Wednesday 18th December: Class Christmas Parties 

Thursday 19th December: Christingle Service and children break up for Christmas at 1pm.  

 

January 

Monday 6th January:  INSET Day. 

Tuesday 7th January: School opens for Spring Term. 

Tuesday 7th - Friday 10th January: Maths Problem Solving Week. 

Monday 13th January: Crime and Punishment Sparkle Day (further information will be sent via Parentmail). 

 

 

 

 



Superstar Learners 

Christian Values Certificates: 

Over the last fortnight, children in school have begun to celebrate the good deeds of their peers. When they experience or witness another child 

showing one of our Christian Values, they complete a good deed certificate. Each class then has the opportunity to discuss the good deeds and 

contribute to deciding who should be awarded the Christian Value certificate during Friday’s collective worship. Each week all good deed certificates 

are placed in our school value jars and once the jars are full, the children earn a whole school reward.  

Well done to the following children for receiving certificates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Accelerated Reader: As it is the end of the Autumn Term, we are celebrating the children with the highest word counts. Below are the top five 

children from each class: 

 
Hawthorn Hazel Holly 

Isabella 

Purbasha 

Ciara 

Connor 

Imogen 

Neve 

Lilyrose 

Paige 

Livy 

Suwayne 

Emily 

Keyaan 

Jessica 

Salahuddin 

Lilly 

13th December 2019 

Hawthorn Vanessa Love Vanessa is always a supportive, helpful and caring 

friends, who cheers her friends up and makes 

them laugh. 

Hazel Jennah Love Jennah has been nominated by several children 

due to her continued kindness and support. Her 

peers appreciate that she encourages them to join 

in with games, as well as supporting children when 

they are nervous or upset.  

Holly George Cooperation George continues to be a fantastic Maths 

Ambassador and has shown his supportive nature 

this week by helping other children with their 

maths. He was nominated by another child as he 

showed them how to complete a question and 

supported their understanding, rather than only 

telling them the answer! Keep this up!  



Outstanding Learning:  

This week, in Maths, we completed an ‘Elf Houses’ investigation which required the children to work systematically to find different solutions to a 

problem. All of Year 5 and 6 worked tremendously and we would like to congratulate the following children for exceptional effort: 

 

Hawthorn: Eloise and Bobbi-Rose in Hawthorn Class demonstrated fantastic cooperation when working systematically to solve the problem. Their 

discussion and reasoning about the ‘Elf House Investigation’ was brilliant! Well done girls! 

 

Hazel: Billy worked logically and systematically to ensure he found all possible solutions. He also demonstrated fantastic resilience and 

reflectiveness (two of our 5Rs) when tackling the problem. 

 

Holly: Jonathan noticed that the solutions linked to cube numbers. If you cubed the number of colours used, you would find the total number of 

possible solutions. For example: when 2 colours were used, there were 8 solutions; 3 different colours resulted in 27 solutions; and, 4 colours could 

give 64 different solutions. Fantastic mathematical reasoning! Well done Jonathan! 

 

 

 

 


