
Hawthorn, Hazel and Holly Class 

17th January 2020 

News and Reminders 

Welcome to the Spring Term! We hope you all had a healthy and restful break and are ready for another exciting term! It has been wonderful to see all 

of the children come back to school with enthusiasm. 
 

Spring Term Parent Meetings: Parent Meeting Appointments for the Spring Term will take place on Tuesday 25th February and Wednesday 26th 

February. Appointments will need to be booked on ParentMail. The booking system will go live on Monday 20th January 2020 at 7pm. 

 

School Uniform: It has been great to see the children smartly dressed and being great representatives for Bierton. Please can you ensure that your 

child wears the correct school uniform, including their school tie and appropriate school shoes. 
 

Visit to Oxford Castle: As part of our Crime and Punishment topic, this half term we will be visiting Oxford Castle on Monday 10th February. Further 

details will be provided in the forthcoming weeks. 
 

Spring Term Clubs: All school clubs begin on Monday 27th January. After-school clubs finish at 4:15pm and children should be collected from the main 

playground gate.  
 

PE Days: Please look below to find information about the PE days for each class: 

 Indoor PE Outdoor PE  As there may be times when we hold Inter-House PE 

Competitions or complete other activities outdoor, 

please ensure PE Kits are in school every day.  
Hawthorn Friday Monday  

Hazel Monday Friday  

Holly Monday Tuesday  
 

Homework Club: Homework Club is held every Friday lunchtime. It provides children with the opportunity to complete their homework in school before 

it is due to be handed in. An adult within the school supervises homework club and can support the children with their learning. Please remind your child 

to attend homework club if you know they have a busy week or weekend which may prevent them from completing the homework tasks at home. 



Homework 

Throughout the week, children will receive a range of homework activities. As the children are now in Upper Key Stage 2, we are encouraging their 

independence and responsibility when ensuring they complete and hand in their homework on time. 

 

In order to prepare the children with the expectations of secondary school, this term we are going to start giving out an additional piece of homework. 

This will focus on mathematical reasoning and contextualised problems. 

 

Homework Timetable 

Below is a copy of the homework timetable: 

Subject Set Due  Note: On some occasions (e.g. if there is a 

special event), the children may have their 

spelling test on a different day. On these 

occasions, we will ensure they have enough 

notice and will be given at least one week to 

learn and practise them. 

Maths - Reasoning Monday Following Monday  

Spelling Tuesday Spelling test on the following Tuesday  

Maths - MyMaths Tuesday Friday  

Maths - Arithmetic Thursday Monday  

SPAG Friday Tuesday  

 

Homework 

 Week beginning:  13th January Week beginning: 20th January 

Spellings 

Group A 

and B 

siege, niece, grief, chief, fiend, shriek, believe, 

achieve, convenience, mischievous. 

 

foolishness, happiness, hardness, madness, nastiness, 

silliness, tidiness, childishness, willingness, 

carelessness 

Group C may, much, name, now, our, should, water, who must, out saw, sister, take, them, two, where 

Maths 

MyMaths Factors Division 

Arithmetic Year 5 or Year 6 Arithmetic Paper Focussing on division 

Reasoning 
 Selection of reasoning questions linked to the four 

operations. 

SPAG Subject, object and verbs in sentences. Passive and active sentences. 

 

 



Our Class and Year Group Promise 

At the start of the Spring Term, we reflected on our learning since 

September. It has been amazing to see how much we have learnt within 

four months and it has also been motivating to see the progress we are 

making within the different subjects. We recognised that this was a 

result of our continued hard work, as well as our growth mindset and our 

Christian Values.  

 

The entire year group came together and reflected on their learning. 

We are all eager to make further progress and learn even more this 

term! In order to do this, collectively we chose six golden rules which 

have been collated to make our year group promise. All children and 

adults within the year group have agreed to adhere to the promise and 

have shown their support by signing their name on each of the class 

copies.   

Below is our year group promise: 

• Listen whilst others are sharing, teaching and contributing to the 

class. 

• Co-operate with each other to keep our classroom happy, safe 

and tidy. 

• Sit and listen respectfully at all times. 

• Only share kind comments, thoughts and behaviours. 

• Complete an acceptable amount of work in every lesson within my 

capabilities. 

• Always put our hand up to ask/ answer questions and share ideas. 

 

Remember, being awesome means always doing your best even if you 

are not always the best! 

 



Our Learning 

Christian Value: This half term, we are focusing on our Christian Value of Cooperation.  At the end of the Autumn Term, Year 5 and 6 discussed what 

they thought cooperation meant in different places, such as: in school, at home and in the community. The children have designed feathers that depict 

the things they believe represent cooperation and these have become the plumage for the Bierton bird within each class. Many children have also 

written thoughtful and reflective prayers about cooperation.  

 

                                   
 

Literacy: In support of our local church’s charity ‘Raise a Smile’, which aims to improve the lives of children less fortunate living in Zambia, the children 

have been busy writing letters in order to share and find out more information about the children that are supported by the charity. There have been so 

many amazing letters produced so it is going to be a challenge choosing which ones to send.   

 

Assessment Week: This week, all of Year 6 have shown outstanding effort and resilience when completing a range of assessments. They approached 

each assessment with maturity and continued to try their best, even when attempting questions they found challenging. The outcomes of these 

assessments will help determine the children’s targets for the next half term and help them each identify specific focuses during lessons. Well done 

Year 6 – we are extremely proud of you! 

 

 

 



Maths: We have been looking at factors of different numbers. We began by using cubes to make different rectangles - this helped us find factors as 

we used the following stem sentence:  ‘There are ____ tiles. There are ____ rows and ___ columns. So ___ and ___ are     factors of ___.’  

We then used the information shown in the rectangles to fill in the gaps. With cooperation and discussion, we realised that:  1 x 12 = 12; 2 x 6 = 12 and 3 

x 4 = 12. We therefore created factor bugs and realised it was helpful to record them in factor pairs (e.g. 1 and 12, 2 and 6, 3 and 4).  

Throughout the session, we investigated the factors of different numbers - recording our ideas in our books and drawing the factor bugs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also recognised the following generalisations about factors: 

• factor x factor = product 

• ‘The smallest factor of a positive integer is always 1’. 

• ‘The largest factor of a positive integer is always itself’. 

 

Sparkle Day - Victorian Crime and Punishment: Our History-based topic ‘Crime and Punishment’ began with our Sparkle Day on Monday. During the 

day, the children experienced what it would have been like for children during the Victorian Period in England. Once welcomed into the classroom, the 

children were greeted by black walls and chalked-out displays of the Lord’s Prayer and the alphabet. During the morning, the children learnt the 

importance of the Three ‘Rs’ to the Victorians: Reading, Writing and Arithmetic, as well as chanting their 7 times tables. We even had a go at learning 

some rhyming phrases, such as, “Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers” and “Which witch is which?” The teachers ensured that some of the 

Victorian rules were also in place throughout the day, such as not allowing the children to speak unless spoken to, only writing in their right hand and for 

children to not ask questions. The dunce hat was even used on a few unlucky children if their handwriting was not as neat as a Victorian Teacher would 

have liked! As photography was invented during the Victorian Period, we spent some time discussing this and attempting to sketch some of the scenes of 

London that had been taken at the time. It was fascinating to hear how long men, women and children would have had to stay still for when having their 

photograph taken, as well as some of the more unusual methods the Victorians took when attempting the ‘perfect’ picture. After lunch, we spent the 

afternoon enjoying traditional Victorian games, such as, hoops, skipping and balls made out of material. We also attempted to make spinning tops and 

thaumatrope. 



        
 

       
 

Maths Week: Throughout last week, the whole school participated in Maths Problem Solving Week, which began with our ambassadors (Abi, George and 

Suwayne) leading our collective worship. It was amazing to see the children co-operating when tackling a range of problem solving activities, as well as 

utilising their growth mindset to be resilient and resourceful. Read below to learn about the different things the classes completed within the week. 

Imagination Gaming Workshops: On Thursday, Nigel from Imagination Gaming provided workshops for all three classes. The children were especially 

enthusiastic about these sessions – many even offering to explain and support other classes with their learning. During the session, the children were 

provided with the opportunity to play a variety of games which encouraged them to think systematically while also applying a range of mathematical 

skills. It was wonderful to see the enthusiasm and constructive dialogue taking place throughout the room. Following the workshops, the school has been 

given all of the games used and therefore in future lessons we will be using some of the games to further our learning and understanding.                                                               



                
Bar modelling: Year 5 and 6 have been practising using bar modelling in a range of contexts since the 

Autumn Term. Within Maths Problem Solving Week, they applied these skills when solving a range of 

complex, contextualised problems. Cooperation was again highly visible during these activities, with 

the children supporting each other and reminding one another to read and complete all parts of the 

problem.  

 

Here are some of the problems the 

children tackled – why don’t you have a 

go yourself?  

 

 

Maths Mascot: During Collective 

Worship, Captain Conjecture was introduced! Captain Conjecture is going to have an important role in developing our reasoning skills and as a result, we 

spent time designing our own Maths Mascots. Each class is going to vote for their favourite mascot (which will be added to our Maths Working Wall) and 

the overall winner of Key Stage 2 will be placed on the school maths display.  

                 



Active Maths: Research has proven that physical movement and activity have a positive 

impact on learning. As a result, all classes had an Active Maths session. This involved 

the children working in groups or pairs and solving different mathematical problems 

which were placed around the school. As you walked past the children, there was a buzz 

of excitement in the air as they worked collaboratively to calculate the size of 

different angles or convert lengths between different units of measurement.     

 

 

Problem Solving and Cooperation: Throughout the week, the children worked collaboratively to solve a range of problems using different mathematical 

and thinking skills. This included: creating tangrams of birds and solving problems involving patterns.      

Our Topics 

Please find an overview of the topics and themes we will be learning about during this half term: 
 

Literacy: Last term, the children absolutely loved ‘The Explorer’ and they produced writing which they should be incredibly proud of. 

Linking to our Crime and Punishment Topic for this term, the children will be studying and producing a range of writing which explores the lives of 

different characters and settings featured within our new novel ‘Street Child’. Set in the 1860s, this novel is based on the first Dr Barnardo boy. Berlie 

Doherty depicts the tale of a small Victorian boy called Jim Jarvis and the trouble he faces after being left penniless and alone following the death of 

his mother. 

 

Reading Comprehension: Within our Reading Comprehension lessons, we will be developing our retrieving, deduction, inference and prediction skills by 

looking at texts together and in smaller groups. Alongside this, we will be developing our vocabulary by using dictionaries to investigate antonyms and 

synonyms, whilst exploring how words can change the meaning of sentences or a character’s intent. Each week, we shall focus on our class text, ‘Street 

Child’ and use our other lesson to dissect different texts, focusing on different genres throughout the term. 



SPAG: This term we will be focusing on different word types (pronouns, determiners and conjunctions), punctuation and the differences between active 

and passive sentences. Alongside this, we shall also be developing our vocabulary by using dictionaries to investigate prefixes and suffixes. 

 

Maths: In Maths, we complete our learning about division, before moving onto fractions, decimals and percentages. We will also continue to practise our 

fluency elements, including recalling square, cube and prime numbers. Within our maths lessons, we will continue to use the concrete-pictorial-abstract 

approach while completing a range of varied fluency, reasoning and problem solving tasks. 

 

Topic - Crime and Punishment: Within Topic, we will be researching how children were treated during the Victorian Period, the introduction of the 

police force and prisons, as well as Workhouses. Over the course of the unit, the children will develop a line of enquiry by researching a crime and 

punishment area of their choice. We will also link this to our understanding of crime and punishment in the 21st Century. 

 

Science- Properties and Changes of Materials: Our new topic this term focuses on ‘Materials and their properties’.  The children will conduct 

different experiments in order to group materials based on their properties and develop their understanding of scientific language, such as, soluble, 

electrical conductors, absorbent, translucent, opaque and insulators. In addition to this, we will examine the three states of matter and how changes can 

be reversible and irreversible.  This is a very exciting unit as it allows the children to enhance their scientific understanding around materials and 

reactions that they see every day! 

 

PE – Gymnastics and Hockey: This term, the children will be building on the hockey skills that they learnt in Year 3/4, as well as developing their 

gymnastic skills. Each week, both lessons will develop the children’s agility, balance and coordination skills, as well as their communication, teamwork and 

personal skills.   

As the weather is still unpredictable, please can you ensure that your child has appropriate clothing for both indoor and outdoor PE. This includes: plain 

navy or black shorts, jogging trousers/leggings and jumper/hoody (especially during colder weather); plain blue, navy, black or Bierton PE t-shirt; and 

appropriate trainers. Please feel free to refer to the PE uniform guide for further information on suitable clothing.  

Please note that on PE days long hair should be tied back and earrings should be taped over or taken out.   

 

Gymnastics: During the first half of the term, the lessons will focus on the different gymnastic skills: jumping, balancing, movement and rolls. Within 

these sessions, the children will create individual and pair routines to highlight these skills. We will also be introducing the vault this year, as well as 

opportunities for the children to coach one another and lead lessons. After half term, we will be working towards our annual Intra-House Gymnastics 

Competition. Although lessons will focus on paired work, we have introduced a new part of the competition this year to encourage children to sparkle in 

independent routines. More details about this part of the competition to follow! 



Hockey: Each week, the children will focus on a different area hockey. They will learn the importance of develop their defending, attacking and striking 

roles within their teams, as well as how tactics can support victory. The children will learn how to correctly hold a stick, as well as the different striking 

and blocking positions. Within our lessons, the children will have opportunities to lead warm-ups, referee and coach other players.  Our unit will conclude 

with our Hockey Intra-House Competition after half term. 

 

Computing - We are Artists: This half term, we will be completing our ‘We are Artists’ computing unit. This will involve the children looking at a range 

of software, including: Inkscape and Scratch. Throughout the unit, they will look at a range of techniques and also explore the work of some artists 

(Maurits Escher, Bridget Riley and traditional Islamic art).  

 

RE: Within RE sessions, we will be exploring the question ‘Does the community of the Mosque help Muslims lead better lives?’ Throughout the unit, we 

will be focusing on our local community and how communities come together to offer support to one another. 

Sporting Events 

 Inter-house Benchball Competition: On Friday afternoon, the year group came together to participate in an inter-house benchball competition. With 

each house split into two separate teams, all children played two matches. Their sportsmanship and support for their teammates was incredible! The hall 

was filled with excitement and children demonstrated a range of sporting skills. The afternoon ended with all children from each house playing within a 

match in order to determine the overall winners of the tournament. All children were fantastic and a special well done to the winners - Red House! 

 

        
 

 
 



Superstar Learners 

Outstanding Learning:  

Hawthorn Class – William: William has been working exceptionally hard and as a result has shown so much progress in Reading and Literacy. This is brilliant 

William – well done! 

Hazel Class – Archie: Archie has been working extremely hard during all lessons! In particular, he demonstrated outstanding resilience when completing 

his assessments. Archie we are extremely proud of you and hope you are also proud of yourself! Keep up the fantastic effort and learning! 

Holly Class - Alfie: Throughout the week, Alfie has continued to impress us with his incredible attitude to learning. He is organised for lessons, 

engaged within discussions and has taken great ownership towards his own learning. You have been a star learner this week -keep this up Alfie! 
 

Accelerated Reader:  

Over the past two weeks, all children have completed their Star Reader assessment. We are celebrating those children who have made at least 6 months 

progress with their reading age since September! Well done to all of the children in Year 5 and 6 for their fantastic effort with their reading.  
 

Hawthorn Hazel Holly 

Tia  

Holly 

Eloise 

Nevaeh 

Mikel  

Alyssa 

Bobbi-Rose 

Beth 

Jake 

Vanessa 

Imogen 

Isabella 

Connor 

Sofia 

Archie 

Zack 

Joshua 

Sophia 

Billy 
Christina 

Archie 
Ryan D 
Ollie L 
Caspar 
Talen 

Suwayne 
Cai 

Maya 

Daniel A 

Emily 

Austin G 

Indy 

Jessica 

Alfie 

Salahuddin 

Keyaan 

Austin M 

Asher 

Lilly 

Ryley 

Jonathan  



Christian Values Certificates: 

 
 

10th January 2020 17th January 2020 

Hawthorn 
Ashton

-Lee 
Responsibility 

Ashton-Lee demonstrated a 

responsible attitude with his 

learning in Maths and was 

extremely supportive towards 

others. 

Hawtho

rn 

Bobbi-

Rose 
Love 

Bobbi-Rose continually demonstrates 

kindness and compassion towards others 

and has been extremely supportive 

towards other members of the year 

group.  

Hazel Cai Cooperation 

During Maths and Problem 

Solving Week, Cai’s cooperation 

with others was outstanding! He 

supported others and gave them 

clues to help them solve some 

challenging problems! 

Hazel Ryan I Respect 

Ryan treats all members of the school 

community with respect. His manners are 

impeccable and he always tries his best. 

Holly Emily Cooperation 

Emily has shown fantastic 

cooperation throughout Maths 

Week. She has shown brilliant 

engagement towards every task, 

is always eager to help her 

classmates and has had a brilliant 

attitude in all lessons. Great to 

see! 

Holly Maya Respect 

Maya is always helpful and respectful. 

She is always polite and uses outstanding 

manners. She is also very supportive of all 

of those around her.  

  



Diary Dates 

Saturday 18th January: Cross Country race at Wendover CE Junior School 

Monday 20th January: Appointments for Spring Term Parent Meetings can be booked from 7pm. 

Monday 27th January: School clubs start.  

Monday 10th February: Visit to Oxford Castle 

Wednesday 12th February: Celebration afternoon linked to our Crime and Punishment topic. Parents and carers are invited to join us from 2:30pm. 

Monday 17th February - Friday 21st February: Half term 

 

Parent Coffee Mornings: The table below provides information about the upcoming parent coffee mornings for the Spring Term. All sessions begin at 

9am. 

 

Date Focus Staff Member 

Friday 24th January School Vision and Christian Values Mr Glanney 

Friday 7th February 
Maths updates and new calculation policy 

(focusing on addition and subtraction) 
Miss Mayer 

Friday 14th February SEND queries and questions Mrs Bramley 

Friday 28th February 
Key Stage 2 SATs and how to help prepare 

your child (Year 6 parents only) 
Miss Quinn 

Friday 13th March 
Additional aths updates and new calculation 

policy (focusing on multiplication and division) 
Miss Mayer 

Friday 27th March SEND queries and questions Mrs Bramley 

 

 

 


