
Online Safety – Monthly Top Tip! 

Is YouTube a resource used frequently in your household? If so, read 
this month’s top tip to learn more about keeping your children safe 
online and the YouTube Kids app and parental controls. 

What is YouTube Kids? 

YouTube Kids is an app created to be a family-friendly version of YouTube for children, with parental 
control features and video filters in place. 

What parental controls can be used? 

Over the course of the next year, YouTube will be introducing three new parental control options in 
YouTube Kids: 

 Collections by trusted partners and YouTube Kids - this will allow parents to select the 
channels, collections of videos and topics they want their children to access. 

 Parent approved content - this feature will allow parents to specifically handpick every video 
and channel available to their child in the app. This means that their children will not be able 
to see any content other than that which is handpicked by the parent or carer. 

 Improved search-off control - the ‘search function’ off will limit the YouTube Kids 
experience to channels that have been verified by the YouTube Kids team. This means that 
‘search off’ will not include recommendations from the broader YouTube Kids community. 

Why are the YouTube Kids parental controls helpful? 

YouTube currently uses algorithms to decide which videos can appear on YouTube currently uses 
algorithms to decide which videos can appear on YouTube Kids. This means that any video that is 
posted onto YouTube could appear on YouTube Kids if it meets the algorithm threshold and YouTube 
consider it to be suitable for younger viewers. 
 

BBC Newsround found some videos on YouTube Kids which showed popular children’s TV 
characters in situations that younger viewers may find upsetting. The new parental controls are 
designed to help parents minimise the amount of unsuitable content that their child may come across 
on YouTube kids, 

Further advice 

Although YouTube Kids can be helpful, remember that no parental controls are perfect and that you 
may need to take some additional steps to ensure that your child is staying safe online. Some steps 
you can take are: 

 Have a conversation about what they enjoy watching 

 Decide together what they are going to watch 
 Create a Family Agreement 

 
For additional information and helpful tips, visit the UK Safer Internet Centre website 
(https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/youtube-announce-new-parental-controls-youtube-kids)  
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