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Our Vision 

At Bierton Church of England Combined School, we want to develop children as citizens who 

make a difference to themselves; their peers and their community.  We are all different; we 

are all unique; we all have strengths. We want our children to find their light and let it shine; 

and let God and ourselves be proud of who they are. 

‘Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your 

Father in heaven’ Matthew 5:16 

 

Rationale  

An important part of the work of any teacher is that of responding to children’s work. For a 

pupil to learn effectively, they must receive regular feedback about the quality of work they 

are producing. This feedback should encourage and develop self-esteem, help the child to 

become more able to evaluate their achievement as well as highlight future improvement the 

pupil can make. At Bierton, we value the importance of feedback as a two way process 

between the teacher and pupil, where the primary aim is to reflect on previous learning in 

order to ‘move’ the learning on. 
 

Purpose  
 Our marking and feedback should encourage the learner to think!  

 Oral feedback is the most powerful. Teachers should strive to create as many 

opportunities for this as possible.  
 Children’s work is marked as soon as possible after completion, and, where possible, in 

the presence of the child.  

 Feedback relates as much as possible to the lesson objective and the success criteria.  
 Comments are succinct and accessible to the child. In focused marking they point out 

successes and points for improvement.  

 For feedback to be effective, teachers will plan time for children to make 

improvements/respond to comments. Where appropriate, teachers manage this within 

lessons as well as in follow-up sessions.  

 To ensure a consistent whole school approach.  
 To ensure that children have a positive image of their contributions to their learning.  

 To assess pupil’s achievement and understanding.  
 To improve the quality of the pupil’s work. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Before and During a lesson: 

1) A diagram of the Learning Pit is to be stuck onto the front page in every child’s book.   

At the end of each lesson, children review where they are in their learning, referring to the 

learning pit. So children write the number for the place they are in the pit. This is written on 

the second line in the margin using green pen.  

Eg. LP = 2  

This would mean that the child felt at the end of the lesson that they were beginning to 

climb out of the pit but hadn’t quite reached the top.  

2) Every lesson should include guided groups by the teacher and the teaching assistant (if 

one is available). We know that there will be the odd exception to this but on the whole 

there should be guided groups happening.  

3) When a teacher works with a guided group – The adult in that guided group draws one 

stick man in purple on the corner of the top line in each child’s book. During the guided 

session, if the teacher gives any verbal feedback to the child, they write a sentence, 

word, calculation that shows that feedback given.  

For example:  

When working with a group to improve writing, if you ask a particular child to include 

speech marks in the next sentence, the teacher would write speech marks in Purple in 

that child’s book. The child would then go on to write their sentence that includes the 

speech marks. This shows the feedback given to the child and the instant impact that it 

has had.  

When working in numeracy, if you model a calculation to a child, write the calculation into 

their books, rather than on a whiteboard, in purple pen. The child will then do their next 

calculation following the method given or the advice given. Instant Impact!  

4) When a teaching assistant works with a guided group or identified children – The adult in 

that group draw one stick man in black on the corner of the top line. During the session, 

any verbal comments given to the child, are briefly recorded in the book at the time of 

comment. Children then continue with work and hopefully include what you are talking 

about in the next part of their work – instant impact!  

5) If the children work independently in a lesson – Children draw one stick man in green on 

the corner of the top line.  

When an adult leaves a group part way through a session or finishes with a group at the end 

of a session the adult initials in their colour pen under the child’s work at the time they stop 

working with the child. 

 

 



Literacy Presentation: 

Year One:  

 During the Autumn Term all children to write the day of the week on the top line. 

Teacher’s to have prepared laminated cards with the days of the week available on the 

table in front of the children.  

 From the Spring Term onwards the higher ability children are to write the full date 

on the top line. The Middle ability children are to have a go at writing the full 

date.  

 The teacher will place a dot to indicate to the Lower ability children where to start 

writing.  

 

From Year 2 upwards: 

 All children to write the date on the top line on the left hand side. They are to 

underline the date with a ruler using the same writing too. (Use pen to underline date 

if writing in pen).  

  Year 2 start to underline the date from Spring Term.   

 

 

 

 

 On the next line children are to write the Learning Objective.  

 Children must then leave a line before they start their work.  

 

 It is worth spending time demonstrating and modelling this to the children from the 

very start so they are aware of the expectations of presentation in their books and 

know exactly how to set the date and LO out correctly. 

 In Year 2 children will work towards earning their ‘Pen Licenses’. However, if at any 

point the child’s writing slips, they are to go back to pencil until their writing improves.  

Thursday 5th September   

LO: To write a story using a range of connectives. 

LEAVE A LINE 

Once upon a time… 



 All editing and improving of work is to be completed in Green biro Pen. Younger 

children (Y1) will need to be supported in small groups initially to understand how to 

use green pen to make improvements.  

 See separate EYFS marking and presentation guidelines for Reception. 

Handwriting: 

 In Reception they will use letter formation.   

 Year 1 children will be taught pre-cursive handwriting moving onto cursive 

handwriting.  

 From Year 2 upwards children should be writing in cursive handwriting.  

 All staff are to model cursive handwriting when writing on the board and in 

children’s books.  

 In Reception and Key Stage 1 children will practice handwriting as part of RWI.  

 Children are to practice handwriting using the ‘RWI’ handwriting scheme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2019/20 Presentation 

Thursday 5th September Full date on the top left line and underlined.  

LO: To ........ Write the learning Intention on the next line by the margin. 

       Leave a line before you start writing. 

This is where I start my writing in my neatest cursive handwriting.  

If I am editing or improving my work, I use a green pen. I make sure I answer all questions and comments 

that the teacher has set me. 

Teacher Marking 

 (in the top left hand corner) means I have worked independently in this lesson. 

(in the top left hand corner) means I have been supported by a Teaching Assistant in this lesson. 

 (in the top left hand corner) means I have worked with my Class teacher in this lesson. 

5R Stamp – This shows me that I have met the learning Power objective for the lesson.  

LO – This shows me I have met the content learning objective for the lesson.  

Learning Pit – This statement tells me what I could do next time to improve even further.  

Writing Green for Growth – This shows me which part of my writing 

my teacher thinks needs to be edited or improved. 

Writing Tickled Pink – This shows which parts of my writing my 

teacher is really impressed with and a target I have 

achieved. (Progress Pink) 

P+ This tells me my presentation has improved.  

P= This tells me my presentation has stayed the same.  

P- This tells me my presentation has got worse and I need to 

improve it in the next lesson. 

TA Marks 

If I have worked with a TA during any part of the lesson, they may indicate the amount of support they 

have given me with a symbol.  

I Independent work taken place. 
SHG Some help given with the work. 
MHG Much help has been given to complete this work. 



Numeracy Presentation   

Short date on the top left line and underlined. 

 

Write the learning Intention on the next line by the margin.  

Leave a line before you start writing. 

 

Write one digit in each box.  

Work down the page. 

If you make a mistake or an error in your work, use a green 

pen to do your correction alongside.    

 

Teacher Marking 

 (in the top left hand corner) means I have worked independently in this lesson.  

(in the top left hand corner) means I have been supported by a Teaching Assistant in this lesson.  

 (in the top left hand corner) means I have worked with my Class teacher in this lesson.  

5R Stamp – This shows me that I have met the learning power objective for the lesson.  

LO – This shows me I have met the content learning objective for the lesson.  

Learning Pit – This shows me how to set out a calculation and a     tells me to complete the 

purple dot reasoning question displayed on the board at the start of my next lesson.    

P+ This tells me my presentation has improved.  

P= This tells me my presentation has stayed the same.  

P- This tells me my presentation has got worse and I need to 

improve it in the next lesson. 

TA Marks 

If I have worked with a TA during any part of the lesson, they may indicate the amount of 

support they have given me with a symbol.  

I Independent work taken place. 
SHG Some help given with the work. 
MHG Much help has been given to complete this work. 

 

   0 6 / 0 9 / 1 2        

                   

                  

    2 4      2 4      

   + 2 2     + 2 2      

    4 2  X    4 6  √    

L/O – To ............ 

Draw a margin with a ruler on the left hand 

side. 



EYFS Presentation 2019/20  

Thursday 6th September Adult to write full date on the top left line and underline.  

LO: To ........                                       Adult to write the learning Intention on the next line by the margin. 

       Leave a line before you start writing. 

This is where I start my writing in my neatest cursive handwriting.  

If I am editing or improving my work, I use a green pen. I make sure I answer all questions and comments that the 
teacher has set me. 

Teacher Marking 
 (in the top left hand corner) means I have worked independently in this lesson.  

(in the top left hand corner) means I have been supported by a Teaching Assistant in this lesson. 

 (in the top left hand corner) means I have worked with my Class teacher in this lesson.  

5R Stamp – This shows me that I have met the learning power objective for the lesson.  
LO – This shows me I have met the content learning objective for the lesson. 
Learning Pit – This statement tells me what I could do next time to improve even further.  

Writing Green for Growth – This shows me which part of my writing my teacher 

thinks needs to be edited or improved. 

Writing Tickled Pink – This shows which parts of my writing my teacher is really 

impressed with and a target I have achieved. (Progress Pink)  

P+ This tells me my presentation has improved.  

P= This tells me my presentation has stayed the same.  

P- This tells me my presentation has got worse and I need to improve it in the 

next lesson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TA Marks 

If I have worked with a TA during any part of the lesson, they may indicate the amount of support they have 

given me with a symbol.  

I Independent work taken place. 
SHG Some help given with the work. 

               MHG                                 Much help has been given to complete this work. 



Marking 

At Bierton, we use six stamps within our marking: 

1) Resourcefulness 

2) Resilience 

3) Learning to remember 

4) Reflectiveness 

5) Ready to learn 

6) Learning pit 

The first five stamps, we call our 5Rs. Each lesson needs to have one ‘R’ as a focus that is 

shared with the children alongside the learning objective. At the end of a lesson, if a child 

has demonstrated this ‘R’ within the lesson, they will receive a stamp at the bottom of their 

work. If they have achieved the learning objective, LO with be written next to the stamp. 

The Learning pit stamp is used when giving the children feedback on how to improve their 

work.  

 

Literacy  

All teachers should mark using purple pen; all teaching assistants should mark using black 

pen. 

Live marking 

 Within every lesson you should work with a group to accelerate their progress further. 

When writing, work 1:1 with each pupil for approximately 5 minutes. Try to work with 

half the group before a mini-plenary and then the other half afterwards. 

 When working with a child, ensure they have their target sheet folded out and they 

know what they are trying to include that relates to the lesson’s learning objective. 

Read through together what they have already written and highlight (underline) in pink 

what is really good (this could be a word/ phrase, sentence or paragraph). If there is 

something that needs improving, highlight (underline) in green. In purple pen, write in 

the margin something that you are looking for in the rest of the writing and model a 

sentence in their book. Then move on to work with a different child in that group. 

 After the lesson, you need to read all the books and if they have achieved the 

particular 5 R, stamp their book and if they have achieved the learning objective, 

write LO next to the stamp. For the group of children that you worked with, stamp 



their book, write LO if achieved but also stamp the learning pit and write a target for 

them to try and include when they work independently. 

 Whilst marking, the books need to be placed in 3 piles based on effort: a ‘wowzers’ pile 

– these children have gone above and beyond with their effort; a ‘good’ pile – these 

children have produced work that you expect from them in terms of effort; and an 

‘effort lacking’ pile – these children have not tried their hardest. Any children in this 

pile need to stay in at the start of break the following day to add to their work. At 

the back of their books, each pupil wil l have a ‘wowzers’ chart. When they are placed in 

the ‘wowzers’ pile, you need to tick a box and write a word/ phrase that acknowledges 

why you were so impressed with their work. When a child completes the chart, they 

receive a prize. 

 Teaching assistants can use live marking when they work with a group of children. 

 It is expected that you work 1:1 with every child in your class every week.  

 

Presentation Reminder: 

To keep children focusing on presentation of their work we will have a simple code that 

is written in the margin on the third line down: 

P+  Child’s presentation has improved from last session.  

P=  Child’s presentation is equal to last time.  

P-  Child’s presentation has decreased from last time.  

If the child receives 3P- in a row they are kept in at playtime to rewrite one of the 

pieces of work. If the child gets 3P+ in a row they receive a class reward such as a 

sticker or house points. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Numeracy 

Every day: 

 A 5R stamp is used to indicate the child has met the learning power.  

 LO is used to indicate whether the child has met the content learning objective. 

 C is placed next to particular question to indicate the child needs to do a correction. 

There are to be no more than 3 questions marked for correcting.  

 The learning pit stamp is then used to indicate development (How to climb out further) 

for that child. This will either be followed by the teacher modelling in purple pen how 

to set out a calculation or a Purple dot   .  

 If there are no corrections then a purple dot    is placed under the 5R stamp.  

 After practical sessions, or outdoor learning experiences, photo evidence can be 

recorded and displayed in children’s books with short date / LO.  

 All children to write in pencil. 

 

 

Corrections (Editing) and Purple Dot questions:  

 A green pen is used for all corrections and to answer the purple dot question.  

 One Purple Dot Question    is displayed on the board for a next step question. This is 

to be a reasoning questioning.  

 At the beginning of a lesson, all children will have a couple of minutes to complete any 

corrections and attempt the     question. The teacher can then begin the lesson by 

discussing the purple dot question. This means all children are provided with an 

opportunity to see and experience the question even if they have not physically 

answered it themselves as they had corrections to do.  

 The purple dot question should be answered under where the purple dot has been 

drawn before the LO for the next lesson is written.  

 There are no highlighters used in Maths marking. If a child has not met the Learning 

Objective the teacher needs to either model something next to the ‘Keep on Climbing 

Stamp’ or pull the child out to go through the objective and the child does the work in 

that extra session in green pen next to the stamp.  

 

Presentation Reminder: 

 To keep children focusing on presentation of their work we will have a simple code that 

is written in the margin next to the teacher’s stamps: 

P+  Child’s presentation has improved from last session.  

P=  Child’s presentation is equal to last time.  

P-  Child’s presentation has decreased from last time.  



 If the child receives 3P- in a row they are kept in at playtime to rewrite one of the 

pieces of work. If the child gets 3P+ in a row they receive a class reward such as a 

sticker or house points.  

 

 

 

Afternoon Books: 

 

Every day: 

 Everyday a 5R stamp is used to indicate the child has met the learning power.  

 Everyday LO is used to indicate whether the child has met the content learning 

objective.  

 

Once a week: 

 Learning Pit stamp is given and teacher writes a question to stretch learning further.  

 Children respond to question in green pen.  

 Teacher to rotate which subject the question is given in each week.  

 

Presentation Reminder: 

 To keep children focusing on presentation of their work we will have a simple code that 

is written in the margin next to the teacher’s stamps: 

 P+  Child’s presentation has improved from last session.  

 P=  Child’s presentation is equal to last time.  

 P-  Child’s presentation has decreased from last time.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


