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HEADLINE NOTICES
Welcome Back to the Second Spring Half-Term
A warm welcome back to all students and families and we hope that
the break was restful and enjoyable. We look forward to another
exciting and productive half-term.

Updated Coronavirus (Covid-19) Advice
This week the school has issued updated advice to all parents regarding
precautions advised to help prevent the spread of novel coronavirus
(Covd-19). Parents are asked to take a few moments to read through
this advice carefully and to contact the school as advised in relation to
recent/future travel to areas designated as potentially higher risk by the
UK government or where contact with such persons known to have
travelled to these areas has taken place. The school will continue to
update parents and students with the latest guidance in what is likely to
be a continuing evolving situation nationally. Parents who have any
queries regarding the advice are asked to contact Mr Samuel, Key
Health and Safety Officer, via asl@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk or the
main school office at info@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk

Year 13 Spanish Trip
Last week, Year 13 A Level Spanish students had the wonderful
opportunity to attend the Cervantes Theatre in Union Street to
see an incredible all female performance of the play - La Casa de
Bernarda Alba by Garcia Lorca and directed by Jorge De Juan. It
was a great experience and the students reported that it was very
beneficial for their studies.
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THEME & WORD OF THE WEEK
Ambition – ‘Keep away from people who
try to belittle your ambitions. Small people
always do that, but the really great make you
feel that you, too, can become great.’
Word of the Week: Diaspora
Definition: A group of people who spread
from one original country to other countries,
or the act of spreading in this way
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World Book Day: Thursday 5th March 2020
World Book Day is a registered charity on a mission
to give every child and young person a book of
their own. It is also a celebration of authors,
illustrators, books and reading. It is designated
by UNESCO as a worldwide celebration of books
and reading, in over 100 countries all over the
world.
Kingsdale will be celebrating World Book Day on
Thursday 5th March 2020. The English department
invite all students in Years 7 & 8 to dress up on this
day as their favourite book character. Many staff will
be joining in and there will be prizes for the ‘best
dressed’first
character.
The Lower School
Library will
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have an event at lunchtime with games and
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without
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being
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students to bring in their favourite books for
discussion in English lessons.
We hope everyone can join in with this important
worldwide event. This is the 23rd year there’s been
a World Book Day and children of all ages will
come together to appreciate reading, very loudly
and very happily. The main aim of World Book Day
in the UK and Ireland is to encourage children to
explore the pleasures of reading books.
Thank you for your support!

“Never trust anyone who has not brought a
book with them.” – Lemony Snicket
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SCHOOL NEWS
Lessons from Auschwitz – History Department
Trip to Auschwitz
.
Tuesday 25th February

On Tuesday, Kingsdale students and Ms Markes, along
with 220 students and teachers from across South
London, attended a day trip to Auschwitz, as part of the
Holocaust Education Trust’s ‘Lessons from Auschwitz’
project.
Student recollections
An introductory seminar was part of the preparation for
the trip where we had learnt about different aspects of the
Holocaust and heard personal testimony from a Holocaust
Survivor. Although this had made us consider what we
were to experience on the visit, it is fair to say that it did
not really prepare us for the emotions that lay ahead.
The day was incredibly thought-provoking and filled with
information, coupled with a huge sense of the terrible
suffering that had happened on the sites visited. We
learnt a lot, not only about the scale and mechanics of
mass murder but also about the human stories that lie
behind the statistics. A lot of the most affecting moments
came when the guides read us personal testimonies from
people who were there. At the end of the day a special
ceremony led by a Rabbi helped remind us that we must
all fight hate and prejudice in our everyday lives.
There will be a follow-up seminar where we will discuss
the next steps for their learning about the Holocaust. All
of us who attended now all strongly feel the imperative to
share what we have learnt widely so that as many people
as possible can learn from the Holocaust and try to avoid
anything so awful happening again in the future.
Ava and Luella, Year 12

Year 9 Boys’ Football team through to
Semi-Final of the English Schools’ Cup
On Wednesday 26th February 2020 our Year 9 Boys’ BTeam played Goffs Academy in the English Schools’ Cup
Quarter-final.
The Kingsdale boys travelled two hours to Goffs Academy
and they didn't disappoint. The boys’ behaviour, attitude
and teamwork from the start was outstanding and the
game was played in great spirit with both teams playing
great football.
Joel Simmonds who made his debut in his first match for
Kingsdale as a centre back was solid and didn't miss a
tackle. Aden Withers, goalkeeper,
made some wonderful saves
including from a penalty in the 1st half.
With the score 0-0 at half-time,
Seth Robinson, Team Captain, rallied
the boys to score the winning goal in
the last 5 minutes. Babacar Paye
smashed the ball into the back of the net – with
assistance from Kyran Palmer, Caleb Wyatt-Fosbury, Seth
Robinson and Lenny Holmes.
The Joint Men of the Match were Joel Simmonds and
Aden Withers for great defending.
The Year 9 B-Team Boys now go forward into the Semifinal of the English Schools’ Cup which is a massive
achievement. Mr Price has commented on how proud he
is of the team on their performance and composure.
Good luck boys, we will look out for you in the Semi-final!

Under-17s Mixed Hockey Team Are Champions!

Huge congratulations to our Under-17s mixed Hockey
team who won by 3 goals to 0 last week! Superb goals
came from Blythe (Year 11), Theo (Year 11) and Nathan
(Year 10). Player of the match was awarded to Theo. Well
done all!

Year 9 Boys’ Hockey Team
Congratulations go to the Year 9 Boys’ Hockey team who
played last week in the London Schools’ Tier 1 Competition.
They all performed brilliantly, turning the heads of other
schools, as Harlan Hinds scored in the last play of the day.
Big congratulations for stand out performances from Sam
Morton, Jack Swift and the team Captain Aidan BassiniRogers. Well done boys!

SCHOOL NEWS
Book of the Week

Upcoming Careers Guidance Events
Tuesday 3 March 2020
Finance Education
(for interested students in Year 12)
rd

.

Recommended by teachers, librarians,
pupils and parents
Book Title: Unlocking the Universe

Wednesday 4th March 2020
Period 5: Presentation On ‘Careers In Medicine’
in the Pod by Dr Ian Proctor (Years 8-13)

Author: Stephen & Lucy Hawking
Age Range: 12+ years

Friday 6th March 2020
Oxbridge Guidance Session
(for interested students in Years 9-11)

Why students should read it:
What would it have been like
to walk the lava-filled earth
four and a half billion years
ago?
Or take your first step on
the surface of the moon.
And what would you do if
robots took over the world?
In their series of novels,
George's Secret Key to the
Universe, Lucy and Stephen Hawking imagined
what great adventures one boy might have if he travelled
through space.
But the books were based on real-life facts and together
Lucy and Stephen collected an incredible wealth of
information about everything from life on Mars to
the secrets of black holes.
For the first time this non-fiction content has been
collected into one astonishing volume, with brand new
content for 2020, including facts about genetics,
conspiracy theories and climate change.
Beautifully illustrated and absolutely bursting with
amazing facts and figures, this is the perfect guide to
everything you've ever wanted to know about our world
and beyond.

Tuesday 10th March 2020
All Day: Taster Day at St Anne’s College,
University of Oxford (Students in Years 12)
Thursday 12th March 2020
Year 8 Options Taster Day – details issued separately
Wednesday 18th March 2020
Year 9 Study Skills – details issued separately
Wednesday 18th March 2020
Oxbridge Guidance Session
(for interested students in Year 12)
Please contact us via email at careers@
kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk if your child is interested in
attending any of these events or if you are able to contribute
towards our careers education programme.
5.

Our new Scholastic Book Club,
Kingsdale Readers, is up and running!

1

Go to http://schools.scholastic.co.uk/kingsdale-c
to browse the latest books and order online.
For every £1 you spend on this month’s Book Club,
our school will earn 25p in Scholastic Rewards and there will
be even more books to read.
This is a great way to encourage reading for pleasure, as
students can pick their own book to read.
Please place your orders online by March 30th 2020.

Email us your recommendations at:
library@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk

SPORTS FIXTURES
Monday 2 March 2020
 No planned fixtures
Tuesday 3rd March 2020
 Year 7 & 8 Selected Girls and Boys Runners at London
Schools’ Cross Country Championships at Avery Hill.
Leave school at 10.30am. Return at 4.30pm approx.
11.30am until 3.30pm: Ms Ceesay/Mr Price
 Year 8 Boys’ Basketball Junior NBA Away Game
against Harris Crystal Palace. Leave school at 3.30pm.
Return at 6pm approx. 4pm until 5.15pm: Mr Bartlett
Wednesday 4th March 2020
 Year 7 Boys’ Football team Inner London Cup Away
Game against Crown Woods School. Leave school at
1.30pm. Return at 5.00pm approx. 2.30pm Kick-off: Mr
Price
 Year 9 Boys’ Rugby Home Game against Quest
Academy. 3pm Kick-off. Finish at 5pm approx: Mr
McWhirter
 Key Stages 3 & 4 Dance Competition at the Copper
Box, East London. Leave school at 7.45am. Return at
6.45pm approx. 9.00am until 5.30pm: Ms Dookey
/Ms McGregor
Thursday 5th March 2020
 Year 9 Boys’ Football Inner London Cup Quarter-final Away
Game against Woolwich Poly School. Leave school at
12.45pm. Return at 6pm approx. 2.00pm Kick-off:
Mr Price
 Year 7 Girls’ Football English Schools’ Cup Astro
Home Game against Fitzmare School. 3pm Kick-off.
Finish at 5pm approx: Ms Cave
 Year 11 Boys’ Rugby Home Game against Graveney School.
2.30pm Kick-off. Finish at 4.30pm approx: Ms Willis
Friday 6th March 2020
 Year 8 Boys’ Hockey Surrey Tournament at Charter House,
Guildford. Leave school at 7.45am. Return at 5.30pm
approx. 9am until 3pm: Ms Cave/Mr Price
 6th Form Football Inner London Cup Away Game against St
Charles College at Burgess Park. Leave school at 1.00pm.
Return at 5pm approx. 2pm Kick-off: Mr Dash
 Rugby London Youth Games practice at Old Alleynians RFC
(Dulwich Common). 2pm until 4pm: Ms Walker. Students
nd

will be dismissed from Dulwich Common.

 Year 10 & 11 Girls’ Football Away Game against Stoke
Newington School at Hackney Marshes. Leave school at
1pm. Return at 5.30pm approx. 2.30pm Kick-off: Ms
Walters
Please note that some fixtures may be postponed or
cancelled at short notice
due to adverse weather conditions.
Fixtures Emergency Contact Number: 07852 337724
Please remember that all fixtures are available to
view on http://www.kingsdaleschoolsports.org.uk

House News
Giving The ‘Inside Track’ on our House Charities
This week we are
shining the spotlight
on the charity
supported by Eagle
House which is The
Sickle Cell Society.
The Sickle Cell Society believes that individuals with
sickle cell disorder have the right to quality care and is
celebrating 40 years championing the cause of those
suffering with this potentially debilitating condition.
What is Sickle Cell Disease?
Sickle Cell Disease is a genetic disorder that affects the
haemoglobin protein of the red blood cells
responsible for delivering oxygen around the body.
The red blood cells in this condition form the shape of
a ‘sickle’ and in so doing, limit the uptake of oxygen
into the body. Sufferers can experience severe pain in
their joints, fatigue, shortness of breath and in some
cases, multiple organ damage.
Is there a cure for sickle cell disease?
There is no cure for sickle-cell disease. However
through careful monitoring, ongoing blood
transfusions and other effective treatment individuals
can lead near normal lives.
Who are the beneficiaries of this charity?
The charity continues to raise significant funds through
various events. The support of our students in raising funds
through our non-uniform days help the charity sustain its
work and continue to provide much needed support and
relief from the symptoms of sickle cell disorder.
If you want to find out more about the wonderful work of the
Sickle Cell Society please visit the following web link for more
details https://www.sicklecellsociety.org/

National Careers Week: 2nd - 7th March 2020
Throughout next week our students
will be able to explore the many
career pathways that they may
choose to follow. We know that
they will seize this opportunity and
that parents will also wish to discuss
with their child(ren), the benefits of
thinking about working life beyond
school.
During Careers Week, departments across the school will
share careers information linked to specific subjects with our
students. For more information or to provide suggestions
for our programme, please contact Mrs Chaudhary via
careers@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk
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