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2020

HEADLINE NOTICES
A Very Warm Welcome to the
New Academic Year 2020-21

We warmly welcome all of our students, especially those joining us
for the first time in Years 7 & 12, on their return to school at this very
special time. We are delighted to see everybody together again
after such a lengthy period of COVID-19 related absence. We have
been extremely impressed with the way that students have settled
back into their lessons and the wider life of the school so quickly.
The overall diligence with respect to following the new and extensive
Health & Safety routines that have been introduced to keep
students, staff and stakeholders safe has been impressive. Parents
are reminded that full details of these arrangements can be
accessed via our website and are contained in the letter circulated
separately available here.
We shall continue throughout this term to focus on implementing our
‘Recovery Curriculum’, with the aim of identifying and addressing
gaps in student knowledge, skills and understanding caused by the
lockdown. Further details of specific provision, including on-site and
virtual Saturday and after school classes, will continue to be shared
with students and parents separately.

A Blend of On-site and Virtual Provision (Blended
Learning)
As part of our current educational arrangements, we shall
continue to offer a ‘Blended Curriculum’ at Kingsdale, which
sees on-site educational activities, blended with online
provision. As part of this approach, students who are unable to
physically attend school due to illness or potential illness, will
be able to access their classroom lessons via their MS Teams
account, with classroom lessons streamed to them whilst at
home and resources shared via this same platform. We shall
also be continuing to offer the majority of our parental meetings
and activities via our online platforms, including Parents’
Forums and parents’ evenings, until further notice.
We do realise that the individual circumstances of our students
vary significantly and as such, parents who wish to discuss with
us the opportunity to use at home school ICT equipment such
as iPads or laptops, are asked to contact Mr Fatodu
confidentially via housesystem@kingsdale,southwark.sch.uk for
further information.

Year 7 Parents’ Forum (Via
MS Teams)
This online event will take place on Friday
18th September 2020 starting at 6.30pm
and will be an important opportunity for
our new Year 7 parents to find out more
about the school. Further details
including the access codes for the event
will be issued separately.
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The Kingsdale Community – ‘Community is a
place where people come together in order to
fulfil a specific purpose, to help others fulfil their
purposes and to take care of one another.’

Sobonfu Somè
Peripatetic

Definition – travelling from place to place for
working purposes or being based in various
places for relatively short periods.

SCHOOL NEWS
European Day of Languages
26th September 2020

This year, the European Day of Languages
will be celebrated across Europe on Saturday
26th September. In the week running up to
this celebration, the Languages department
will be running a number of events and
challenges for students.

On Tuesday 22nd September at 6pm, we will
be running a special languages based
careers show, where we have a guest
speaker from the Mother Tongue translation
agency. This event will be held virtually.
More details to follow. Students interested in
pursuing languages beyond GCSE are
warmly invited to sign up for this presentation,
which is due to be delivered within one hour.
th
On Thursday
September
at 6pm, we
first be 24
respectful
to others.’
will be running our annual ‘Succeeding in
GCSE Languages’ event for parents and
Inexorable
guardians to share
tips on how to support
children
with
their
studies
in GCSE
‘Continuing without any
possibility
Languages. This activity is open for all
of being stopped’
parents with students in Years 9, 10 and 11.

If you have any questions about these
exciting events or have any suggestions for
similar demonstrations, please get in contact
with us via Mr Watson who can be contacted
via languages@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk

Literacy – Reading Recommendations
Teacher
Recommendation

.

Student
Recommendation

This week Mr Ware from
the Humanities department
would like to recommend
the famous book
Catch 22
by Joseph Heller.

Mr Ware describes the book by saying ‘American
bombardier John Yossarian is desperate not to become
a casualty of the Second World War, but despite his
efforts, the absurdity of war just will not let him leave.’
Mr Ware said ‘As much a study of man as it is a
commentary on war, Catch 22 is both wildly dislocating
and eerily familiar. It is also truly hilarious, with the
irreverent tone serving as a perfect foil for some
challenging themes.’
Mr Ware would recommend this book for Key Stage 5
students (Years 12 & 13).

Student School Email
A reminder to all parents
that the school operates a
student email system. This
system is used by staff and
students for a variety of
matters which include the
sharing of curriculum
queries and organisational
information.
Students have been issued with their login details and
those who have not yet received these details, should
contact their tutors as soon as possible. We would be
very grateful if parents could encourage their child/ren
to log in to this student centred system and to check
their school emails regularly.
ShowMyHomework
A reminder to all
parents that the
school uses
ShowMyHomework
to share homework
details and other
school news via the Notice Board feature with students
and parents. We would be grateful if parents could
encourage their child/ren to check their app regularly
to ensure that all homework is completed and
submitted on time. Login details have been issued
separately. Please contact
homework@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk with any queries.

This week Oscar
Radford in Year 8 would
like to recommend:
The Wizard of
Earthsea
by Ursula k. Le Guin
and the Earthsea
series.
It is a series about a
wizard who goes to
learn magic. Oscar
said ‘I am really bad at explaining so here is a good
blurb!’
As a reckless, awkward boy, the protagonist discovered
the great power that was in him - with terrifying
consequences. Tempted by pride to try spells beyond
his means, Sparrowhawk lets loose an evil shadowbeast in his land. Only he can destroy it, and the quest
leads him to the farthest corner of Earthsea. Sounds
very exciting!
Oscar would recommend this book to anyone who is
interested in adventure stories and to students in Year 7
and above.

Trapped!
A Year
7 and
8 Creative
Writing Competition
Juanita
Yebuah
Year
7
Are you trapped?
Write your own thrilling mini saga, a story told in just 100
words. You could use one of these story starter ideas to
begin or inspire your work:




Why are there gates if nothing is out there...?
Only 30 seconds left until....
We are watching; we always are...

Students should submit their entries through the Student
Writing Portal which can be accessed at:
https://www.youngwriters.co.uk/competitions/KS3-4
The deadline is 23rd October 2020, but they should
aim to get their stories in as soon as possible!
Got any questions?
Email: english@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk

SCHOOL NEWS cont.
.
Careers – Autumn Virtual Career Fairs
Our Year 11, 12 and Year 13 students are invited to
take part in two new Virtual Fairs this autumn. Students
will need to sign themselves up for the fair(s) they
would like to attend.
UK University & Apprenticeship Search Virtual Fair
Wednesday 4th November 12 noon - 6pm
Our Autumn events will be taking place virtually this
term, instead of their usual stadium/university locations.
Students will be able to explore all their national, local
and regional post-18 options from the safety of school
or home. They will be able to chat directly to a very
wide range of universities, as well as apprenticeship
providers and local colleges.
Events are free to attend, and open to
students in Years 11, 12 and 13, as well as teachers
and parents. Attendees will also
be able to take part in 10 live webinars
on topics such as writing a UCAS
personal statement, student finance
and taking an apprenticeship.

Meet the Russell Group Virtual Event Wednesday 7th October 12 noon - 6pm
To find out more about Russell Group Universities,
students are invited to attend a new virtual event with all
24 Universities. This virtual event is also free of charge,
and open to all students in Years 11, 12 and 13 as well as
teachers and parents. Attendees will be able to chat
directly to university representatives, download
documents and take part in 12 live webinars. If interested,
students can register using the following link:
https://russellgroup.vfairs.com

If interested, students can register
using the following link:
https://ukunisearch-london.vfairs.com
2.

MUSIC NEWS
Important information for all the music Scholars
and any pupils having music lessons.
Instrumental and singing lessons begin on Monday
21st September 2020. For the first Autumn half-term,
lessons will continue to take place online with students
accessing them via the Music Department where
specialist video-conferencing facilities will be available.
Students will be given details of their individual lessons
via a blue Scholarship Card which contains the day,
date, time and place of their lessons, as well as the
name of their teacher.
Lessons will take place in the specialist music practice
rooms and teachers will inform all parents of the Zoom
codes for their lessons. Students will be responsible
for bringing their instruments, the rooms will be cleaned
in between lessons and there will be hand sanitiser and
wipes available throughout the day.
Information regarding year-based musical ensembles
which will commence later in the term will be issued to
all parents shortly.

Individual music cards will be distributed next week.
Should you have any queries, please email Mrs Graham
via performarts@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk

PE NEWS

HOUSE NEWS

We’re back!

Following what has been a challenging time for
us all Safe Sport will return in earnest at Kingsdale
this term following 6 months of fitness/workout
challenges and activities designed to keep
students physically healthy and active at home.
Students have been enjoying getting back to
taking part in active sport at school in their year
group bubbles. On days that students have PE, they
have been allowed to attend school in full PE kit,
so that lessons can continue as usual, whilst
changing rooms remain closed.
Please be assured that details of our substantial
year-based extra-curricular Sports Programme will
be issued shortly along with our new online
booking system.
The Sports, Health & Recreation Faculty would
like to take this opportunity to thank all parents,
carers, guardians and students for supporting our
effortsto keep Kingsdale School active during
lockdown. Should you have any queries
relating to Sport at Kingsdale, please email
Mrs Turner or Mr McWhirter via
pe@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk

Ways we communicate
with Parents and students
We continue to communicate with
students and parents via:
Student & Parent Email
Please ensure we have your correct email and mobile
phone contact details. Students must also regularly access
their student email accounts as important information and
communications are sent to them directly.
MS Teams
Used to deliver interactive online lessons to students and to
share school work, assignments and files.
Twitter/Website
You can find us at @kingsdalefs
Our website at www.kingsdalefoundationschool.org.uk
ShowMyHomework (SMHW)
Used to share homework details and other school news via
the Notice Board feature with students and parents.
www.showmyhomework.co.uk
Students should submit any work completed as part of
our remote learning programme via the SMHW online
submission option.
MyEd app
Downloaded for free at https://www.myedschoolapp.com/
This app provides a range of useful information for parents.

The House Team wish all parents a very warm
welcome back after a difficult period of time for
many students.
We wanted to start this term in a celebratory mood
by congratulating all our Jack Petchey Award
Winners for 2019 - 20.
We are sure you will want to join us in praising all
of our winners who were nominated by teachers
for their outstanding contribution to the school
since January 2020. They all have been incredible
Ambassadors.
OUR WINNERS
Naomi Harrison, Swift
Rocco Frost, Dove
Dunya Sabery, Eagle
La’che Blake Hanson, Eagle
Janii Henry Jones, Swift
Samuel Betancourt-Cortes, Falcon
We will be sharing details in the coming weeks
regarding how the students have spent their cash
prizes for the school.
House Winners
Please find below the House Points accumulated by each
House for the 2019-20 Academic Year. Congratulations once
again to all students who made such a positive and valuable
contribution to their House success.
1st Place – Albatross with 12,573 Points
2nd Place – Swift with 12,130 Points
3rd Place – Falcon with 11,512 Points
4th Place – Dove with 11,189 Points
5th Place – Eagle with 10,528 Points
The winning house is Albatross! Further details
regarding how they will be rewarded along with the
runner up prizes will be announced separately.

A reminder to all parents and carers of the
parental Kingsdale app which is available to download for
desktops, tablets and phones. The app allows - easy access
to the school messaging system and also provides a range of
useful information that parents may require regarding key
school systems. Once downloaded, parents can also securely
access information specific to their child(ren) including
timetables and absence reporting.
The app can be download from the MyEd website here
https://www.myedschoolapp.com/
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