
Philosophy 

 

 Advanced Subsidiary / Advanced Level 

 

 

Although the content has recently been revised, this qualification remains modular in 2016. 
It will lead to one full A Level, completed over two years 
 
Title of course 
AQA Philosophy AS/A Level. 
 
Entry Requirements 
Grade B GCSE English 
Grade B GCSE in a Humanity (Geography or History) 
 
What are the benefits of Philosophy? 
Our students learn to express themselves with clarity, argue cogently and organise 
information in a way that presents a compelling case. Those same students get to learn 
these skills whilst surveying the history of great ideas and by debating questions freighted 
with significance. 
 
Units 1 & 2 
 
The first year of teaching covers two topics— what we know and what we mean by the idea 
of ‘God’. 
 
Epistemology 
Is what we see around us real? How do we know what we know? In this unit, students are 
primed in basic theories of knowledge –epistemologies – that allow them to debate where 
the source of knowledge lies. Is it in our senses? Do we think ourselves into existence? How 
can we be certain of anything? The debate rumbles on... 
 
Philosophy of Religion 
In this unit, students consider historical arguments for the existence of God, the concept of 
‘God’ itself and what that concept would entail, and the validity or otherwise of religious 
language. 
  
Units 3 & 4 
 
Philosophy of Mind In this unit we look at how the mind interacts with the physical world 
and what impact this relationship has with such notions as identity, self and behaviour. 

Ethics 

What does it mean to be a good person, and what would make me want to be? Students 
discuss the meanings of good and evil and learn how Philosophers from Aristotle to Peter 
Singer have tried to answer the question ‘What is the good life’.  



 Assessment 
 
Each unit is 25% of the whole A Level 
 
Where will it lead? 
 
An A-Level in Philosophy can help students prepare for further study in any discipline – it is 
valued in both Arts and Sciences for its rigour and logic. Studying Philosophy can lead to 
careers in journalism, law, civil service, media, politics, academia and many others. 
 
For more information, contact 
Mr Leyman or Mr Ware 
 


