Dear Parent/Carer,
Welcome to our December Newsletter.
STAFF UPDATE
I am pleased to announce that Mrs Hayes was successfully interviewed for our Wellbeing Leader post for North
Town School. She impressed with her ideas for addressing wellbeing issues both amongst children and staff and
has some great ideas for how to improve things going forward. Mrs Hayes will continue to work part-time in Year 6
as normal.
It is with sadness that we say goodbye to Mrs Simoes, who has been a Learning Support Assistant (LSA) at North
Town for the past year. We wish her all the best in her future endeavours and thank her for her service to all the
children at North Town.
LAST WEEK OF TERM
As you are aware the last day of the autumn term is Wednesday 16 th December. I understand that some schools
have made the decision to close early on Friday 11th December in order to avoid a bubble having to isolate over the
Christmas period. We have decided that North Town will stay open until the final day of term. However,
please be aware that if we get the news of a positive Covid test regarding either a child or member of staff,
everyone in that related bubble will have to isolate over the Christmas period, including Christmas Day. If this does
happen, Public Health England (PHE) will be contacting those concerned regarding their adherence to the rules.
ROAD SAFETY/SOCIAL DISTANCING
Over the last few weeks we have received a number of complaints from both parents and the public regarding road
safety and social distancing at drop off and collection time. We know that 90% of our parents are adhering to the
latest guidance, so rather than send a Parentmail to everyone, we have instead asked Mr Marriott to be present at
the front gate of Staplegrove Road and at the Upper Wood Street exit, to politely remind parents of both. The main
issue appears to be parents wanting to wait to watch their child walk up the lane into school, creating a crowd and
a bottleneck for other parents and members of public. If you want to be sure that your child gets into school safely,
please come in with them and use the one way system onto and off the school site. To clarify here is the latest
guidance social distancing guidance:
Social Distancing - To reduce the risk of catching or spreading coronavirus, you should minimise time spent outside
your home, and when around other people ensure that you are two metres apart from anyone not in your
household or support bubble. Social distancing is essential to stop the spread of the virus, as it is more likely to
spread when people are close together. An infected person can pass on the virus even if they do not have any
symptoms, through talking, breathing, coughing or sneezing. When with people you do not live with, you should
also avoid: physical contact; being close and face-to-face; and shouting or singing close to them. You should also
avoid crowded areas with lots of people; and touching things that other people have touched.
Please would you try as hard as you can to follow our advice about these issues. We have been very fortunate this
term to have no positive Covid test results coming in and therefore no bubble requiring isolation. However, the risk
of this happening is greatly increased when parents/carers and children do not follow the schools and government
guidance.
NO MUFTI DAY TOMORROW
We have decided not to have a mufti day tomorrow, Friday 4th December. Instead we are
asking that your child comes to school next Friday (11th December) in a Christmas jumper. Save the
Children’s Christmas Jumper Day is on that day, and we ask that your child bring a £1 to school in
order to wear their jumper. All monies raised will go to Save the Children.
CHILDREN IN NEED
Thank you for your donations. We raised an incredible £403.26, which will go to Children in Need.

CHRISTMAS GIFT DONATIONS
For the past few years North Town School has collected Christmas gifts for a local charity to distribute to those
families in need - and each year the response has been amazing! This year, we are asking for your kind support
again. However, this year we are NOT ABLE to collect in school - please take any gifts to WEIR LODGE,
STAPLEGROVE ROAD TA1 1DF, where they will be sorted and wrapped.
SINGING ASSEMBLIES
We have re-introduced our singing assemblies, which operate in bubbles. The Government guidance has changed
to allow flexibility in this area, so as long as we provide certain mitigations against the possibility of increased risk,
for examples windows and doors open in the hall to allow greater ventilation and having all the children face the
same way in singing. We also only allow singing within each year group bubble. We have done a thorough risk
assessment and feel that the mitigations we have in place present no more risk to the children or staff than playtimes
and lunchtimes, which take place in the hall.
CATERING
We still have dozens of pupils attending school each day without either a packed lunch or a pre-ordered meal.
Menus go out every Tuesday for the following week, so please complete them as soon as possible to guarantee
that your child receives the meal you wish them to have.
You will now have received a menu for the rest of this term, can you please respond by Monday 7th December to
ensure your order will be processed.
As with road safety and social distancing, we really do rely upon your co-operation to provide the right meals at the
right time to the right children. Whilst I am sure many of these cases are possibly due to difficulty with the software
or being very busy and forgetting, I am equally sure that some parents are taking advantage of the fact that we will
not let a child go hungry. I feel this is unfair to the staff who work hard in the kitchen to provide good food to the
children, as it puts unnecessary pressure upon them to provide extra food for those children who turn up every day
with nothing to eat. It is also embarrassing for any child who does not have a lunch arranged as they have to wait
until we organise some food for them, this is something which all their friends get to witness too.
PUPIL PREMIUM
As you may be aware the school receives money from the Government for certain children to support their learning.
This funding is used by the school to provide additional resources to ensure that those children do as well as everyone
else. The criteria for this funding, which is known as Pupil Premium Grant (PPG), is as follows;
Any pupil who is eligible for Free School Meals/Ever 6 and to children who have been adopted from care or who have
left care under a special guardianship order, residence order or under a child arrangement order.
There is a £200 subsidy available for use by parents/carers in the 2020/21 academic year. This subsidy is
available to use for a wide range of activities. The Pupil Premium Subsidy – Parent/Carer Application Form –
2020/21 can be requested from the school office and has more details.
If you think you might be entitled to Free School Meals for your child/children and you have not yet applied please
ask the school office for either:1. Application Form for Universal Infant Free School Meals and Pupil Premium – Reception, Year 1 and Year
2 or
2. Application Form for Free School Meals at School – Years 3, 4, 5 and 6
Alternatively, please use the link below to apply online;
https://secure1.somerset.gov.uk/forms/PortalShowForm.asp?fm_formalias=freeschoolmeal
TERM TIME ABSENCE REQUESTS
I would like to remind you that unless there are exceptional (and very rare) circumstances, we will not be able to
authorise leave from school in term time. Some parents are still requesting holiday absence, which we are unable
to authorise. Indeed, we have issued a number of penalty notices for unauthorised holiday absence. When a
penalty notice is issued, the fine is £60 per child, per parent. This means for a family consisting of two parents and
two children the fine will be £240.
Unfortunately, we are unable to do very much about the situation due to changes in legislation regarding
attendance at school. I would ask that you seriously consider planning all holiday leave outside of normal term time
so as to avoid the risk of a penalty notice being issued. If you need to refer to the School Calendar dates for this
academic year, please visit our website or click on the link http://www.northtownschool.org.uk/School-Life/SchoolTerm-Dates.
If you wish to take your child out of school during term time, a term time absence request form must be completed,
which is available from the letter rack outside the main school office.

We also discourage dental and doctors appointments during the school day. You will be asked to provide a copy of
the appointment card/letter to the school office should you need to take our child out of school for these reasons.
With regards to music or dance examinations during the school day, please complete a term time absence request
form and provide a letter from the dance or music school confirming the date and time of the exam for the absence
to be considered. Please give as much notice as possible if such a request needs to be made.
We will provide written confirmation if the absence is authorised or not. Thank you for your co-operation.
APPLYING FOR SCHOOL
A reminder that the online application portal is available on the Somerset County Council website
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/apply-to-start-school/ The closing date for starting school
applications is 15th January 2021. Please note no letters will be sent to parents/carers informing them of the need
to apply. However they will chase parents who have not applied a couple of weeks before the closing date.

AWARDS
Congratulations to Charlie, Caleb, Phoebe, Tom, Eva, Kacper, Priya, Reuben, Jacob, Bodhi, Kayla
Finn, Maksymilian, Georgie, Joel, Laura, Lili, Alfie, Tommy, Felix, Zozan, Flora, Aoife, Anastasia,
Poppy, Grace and Isabelle who have all achieved their Bronze Award. Congratulations to Elif, Lottie,
Elise, Olivia, Niamh, Felicity, Layla-Rose, Zachary, Freya, Isla, Jack, Liana, Austin, Kitt and Anya
for achieving their Silver Award and to Ben for achieving his Gold Award.
IMPORTANT DATES
Thursday 10th December – Flu Immunisations mop up session
Friday 11th December – Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day
Monday 14th December – Class Christmas Parties – please can your child bring in 50p to contribute
to the cost of providing food
Tuesday 15th December – School Christmas dinner
TERM DATES
End of Term
Children return to school

Wednesday 16 December 2020
Monday 4 January 2021

Half term begins
Children return to school

Monday 15 February 2021
Monday 22 February 2021

Wishing you all a very happy end to the term and a wonderful (and safe) Christmas break, when it arrives.
Yours sincerely

Mike Snowden
Head teacher

Dear Parents/Carers
Due to the current situation, we are unable to hold any of our usual events to raise money for our school. We would
like to thank everyone who has helped out and donated in the past, and hope we can resume activities when it is
safe to do so.
Monies raised last year has helped to pay for the resurfacing of the MUGA, which was much needed and is a huge
asset to our playground.
We hope you all have a wonderful Christmas.

North Town PTA

