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Glossary of English terms 

Term Definition Examples 

Adjective A word that is used to describe somebody 
or something 

 The blue table. 

 The happy man. 

 The fat cat. 

2’A’ Sentence A sentence that uses 2 adjectives and a 
comma to describe somebody or 
something 

 The fat, lazy cat walked towards his food. 

 He ran towards the derelict, abandoned 
building for shelter. 

Adverb Usually ‘ly’ words that add detail to an 
adjective or verb 

 Happily, slowly, nicely, quickly 

 She walked quickly towards the bus stop. 

 The jewels shone brightly in the sunlight. 

Apostrophe 
‘ 

To show that something belongs to 
someone 

 The pupils’ work. 

 The girls’ ball. 
To show that a word has been shortened 
by missing out letters 

 You’ve = You have 

 I’ve = I have 

Abbreviation A shortened word or phrase  Approximately = Approx 

  

Acronym An abbreviation made form the initial 
letters of a phrase, often said as one 
word 

 RAM = random access memory 

  

Analogy Compare to show a similarity  Water flows like electricity 

 He ran like a Cheetah 

Clause A group of words that has a subject and a 
verb which expresses an event 

 She drank some water 

 She was thirsty 

Colloquial Words or phrases used in everyday 
language that are less formal. 

 Children = kids 

 ‘Raining cats and dogs’ 

Comma 
, 

A punctuation mark used to create a 
breathing space in sentences 

 The sun was beating down, they needed 
water. 

Compound word Two separate words, joined together to 
make a new word 

 Foot/ball 

 Week/end 

Connectives A word that connects words, phrases, 
clauses and sentences 

 And, but, so, therefore, meanwhile, however, 
then 

Consonant Letters that are not vowels (see Vowels) 

Contraction A shortened word or phrase by 
combining two words and showing the 
missing letters with an apostrophe 

 You’ve = You have 

 She’ll = She will 

 We’ll - We will 

Contradict To say the opposite 

Digraph Two letters that make one sound  ‘ph’ in photograph 

 ‘sh’ in shine 

Dialogue Talk or conversation between two or more people 

Deduce/Deduction To come to a conclusion or decision using information that has been gathered or presented 

Ellipsis 
… 

To miss words or phrases out of a 
sentence, usually with … 
Can be used to create tension in writing. 

 He ran…it was too late. 

 The sound got closer and closer until… 

Exclamation mark 
! 

A punctuation mark used to show 
shouting or shock/strong feeling 

 Quick! 

 “Stop it!” he pleaded. 

Imply To hint at something without actually 
saying it 
 
 

 The shouting was coming from his direction 

Infer/Inference To come to a conclusion or decision using information that has been gathered or presented 
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Metaphor Comparing two things that are unlike, but 
help the reader find similarities 

 The world is a stage 

 Her home was a prison 

Noun Words that identify a person, place, thing  Dog, cat, town, house, cup, computer 

Proper Noun Words that refer to names of people, 
places. They usually need a capital letter 

 Peters Hill 

 Stourbridge 

 Jane 

Paragraph Splitting up text by leaving a line. Usually consists of more than one sentence. Each paragraph 
develops the plot or explains about the subject further. 

Phoneme A speech sound. There are 44 phonemes in standard English 

Phonics Teaching reading by teaching the learner to hear and identify the 44 phonemes (see above) 

Plot The order of events in a story 

Plural Refers to more than one item  Books, dogs, mice 

Prefix Added to the beginning of a word to 
change the meaning 

 Un/done 

 Mis/leading 

Setting In story writing, the place where the 
events happen 

 Forest, school, town, castle, moon 

Simile Comparing two things, using the words 
like or as. 

 The dogs coat was as soft as cotton wool 

 As black as coal 

 Red like blood 

Singular A word used to refer to one thing  Book, house, mouse 

Speech Marks 
“ “ 

Show which words are being said aloud 
by the character. Punctuation relating to 
the speech is inside the speech marks 

 “Can I go out to play please?” Amy asked 

Verb A ‘doing’ word that expresses an action  He ran down the road 

 Jane jumped onto the wall 

Vowel The letters a,e,i,o,u. most English words contain at least one vowel 

 


