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Welcome back. We hope you have had a 
restful break and have had a lovely time 
with your families. 
 
We would like to extend a special 
welcome to our new intake of Nursery 
children. We hope they have a smooth 
transition and settle with confidence, as 
they separate from parents and carers. 
We would like to remind all parents to 
ensure your child is independent in their 
toileting and putting on their coats. 
Our Early Years topic for this is half term 
is:  

Minibeasts: Are all 
minibeasts scary? 

 
The children will be learning to respect the 
natural world and the importance to be 
gentle with all living creatures. They will 
also be learning about the different kinds 
of minibeasts there are and the world 
around them. 
 

 
 

 
 
Evidence Me  
Thank you to all parents who are utilizing 
the Evidence Me App to capture important 
moments of your child's learning and 
development at home. It's wonderful to 
see your photos and written observations 
of the amazing learning experiences 
you're having with your child. If you 
haven't downloaded the app yet, you can 
find more information at 

http://help.evidence.me/setup

/downloading-the-app/. If you 

need help setting up, feel free 
to ask any member of the 
EYFS team. 

Promoting British Values in EYFS - 
Statutory Requirement 
The study of minibeasts this half term will 

not only nurture children's curiosity about 

the natural world, but will also provide a 

rich context for promoting and embedding 

British Values such as respect, tolerance, 

democracy, individual liberty, and the rule 

of law. 

Respect for Living Things: By getting 

up close with minibeasts, your child will 

learn to appreciate and respect all forms 

of life, big or small. 

Tolerance and Understanding: Seeing 

different types of minibeasts helps your 

child will be encouraged to understand 

and accept diversity in nature, just like 

people come in all shapes and sizes. 

Democracy in Action: Whether it's 

choosing which minibeast to study or 

deciding how to care for them, children 

will get a taste of working together and 

respecting each other's ideas. 

Individual Liberty: Exploring minibeasts 

will encourage your child to make their 

own choices about how they interact with 

nature, giving them a sense of freedom 

and responsibility. 

Rule of Law: Learning about how 

minibeasts live in their habitats teaches 

children the importance of following 

nature's rules for harmony and balance. 

In simpler terms, checking out minibeasts 

isn't just about bugs—it's a hands-on way 

to learn about respect, acceptance, 

teamwork, freedom, and playing by the 

rules, all while having fun and getting 

dirty in the process! 

 

http://help.evidence.me/setup/downloading-the-app/
http://help.evidence.me/setup/downloading-the-app/
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Spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
(SMSC) 
Exploring minibeasts in early education 

can naturally contribute to the 

development of spiritual, moral, social, 

and cultural education in more informal 

ways: 

Spiritual Development: Watching 

minibeasts in their habitats may spark 

your child’s sense of wonder and 

amazement, helping them feel connected 

to the world around them. 

Moral Development: Studying 

minibeasts will teach your child about 

empathy, kindness, and taking care of 

living creatures, encouraging them to treat 

all beings with respect. 

Social Development: Working together 

to observe and learn about minibeasts 

promotes teamwork, communication, and 

problem-solving skills as your child 

explores and discovers together with 

others. 

Cultural Development: Through 

minibeast studies, your child can learn 

about the diversity of life and different 

cultural perspectives on nature, fostering 

an appreciation for different ways of 

understanding the world. 

“It is not happy people 
who are thankful. It is 
thankful people who are 
happy.” 

My Happy Mind Appreciate  

This half term we will be focusing on the 
module ‘Appreciate’. 

Appreciate is focussed on teaching 
children the following: How being grateful 
or, being thankful make us feel. The 
different ways to show gratitude or to 
express our thanks. The importance of 
taking time out to stop and be grateful or 
thankful. 

Our modules of study will be: 

1. Understanding why being 
thankful matters 
Children will learn to recognise 
that giving and receiving gratitude 
feels good. 
 

2. Identifying ways to be 
thankful 
Children will learn different ways to 
express gratitude. 
 

3. Taking time to show our 
thanks 
Children will develop a habit of 
stopping and sharing what they 
are grateful for. 
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Homework 

Thank you so much for all your efforts to 
support your child with their homework. 
We are really pleased with the standard of 
this and for your ongoing commitment to 
support your child in this way. 

Reading at home  

We appreciate the number of parents who 
have committed to reading regularly with 
their child at home. We are especially 
grateful to the families who communicate 
this and write messages in your child’s 
Reading Record. All evidence of learning 
can count towards your child end of the 
year targets. 

 

Reminders 
 

 
Spare clothes 
Remember to provide a bag with spare 
clothes (including footwear and socks).  
Please make sure each item is labelled 
with your child’s full name. 
 

 

 

Snack 
Your child will continue to have free milk 
and a piece of fruit every 
day.  
 
Investors in Pupils 
We will keep encouraging 
students to share their 
thoughts and actively participate in 
decision-making within EYFS. Each 
student's voice is crucial, and we 
appreciate the valuable contributions 
every child brings to our school 
community. 
 
Attendance, punctuality and 
commitment 

We want to increase the number of 
children with 100% attendance and 
punctuality each half term. 
 
Forth coming events 
 
 
 

 

Parents evening 
Tuesday 27 & Wednesday 28 February  
 
Reception 100-day celebration 
Friday 2 March 
 
World book day 
Thursday 7 March  
 
School closes  
Thursday 28 March 2024 
 
School reopens 
Monday 15 April 2024 
 
 
Finally… 
We really appreciate and value the 
support you give your child. The 
teamwork between school and home is 
vitally important for your child's progress 
and learning journey. If you have any 
questions, don't hesitate to contact a 
member of the EYFS team. 
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